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Classic Design Fire Guard ceiling in Divine Redeemer Parochial School, Colorado Springs, Colorado. 


Acoustical Fire Guard—a time-design-rated ceiling— 
actually cost this school less than a regular ceiling 











Remarkable new Armstrong ceiling also saved two weeks’ construction 
time and gave the school the benefits of acoustical tile. 


HE Divine Redeemer Parochial School, Colo- 
pews Springs, Colorado, wished to build a 9,000- 
square-foot addition to the existing school. 

The original school building was of reinforced 
concrete. To save money, it was decided that steel 
frame construction should be used for the addition. 
Originally, a regular suspended incombustible tile 
ceiling was to be specified for this construction. 

It was found that an expensive fire door would 
be required between structures if an ordinary in- 
combustible tile ceiling was specified. By install- 
ing either a plaster-on-lath or Armstrong Acoustical 
Fire Guard ceiling with a two-hour rating, the fire 
door could be eliminated. 

The cost of either ceiling system was about the 
Both would save about $2700 or 30¢ per 
square foot, as compared with the incombustible 
tile and fire door combination. 


same. 


The Armstrong Acoustical Fire Guard ceiling 
First, it 


would save two weeks’ construction time; second 


Was chosen over plaster for two reasons. 


it would give the school all the advantages of an 





acoustical tile ceiling. 

The architect was John Milan; the general con } 
tractor, Long Construction Company; and the J 
Armstrong Acoustical Contractor, Acoustics & Spe- 
cialties, all of Denver. 

If you would like to learn how Armstrong Acous- 
tical Fire Guard ceilings can save time and mone) 
on your next building, call your Armstrong Acous § 
tical Contractor (he’s in the Yellow Pages under 
“Acoustical Ceilings”) or your nearest Armstrong §j 
District Office. For an interesting booklet with] 
complete information about Acoustical Fire Guard 
ceilings, write to Armstrong Cork Company, 420 
Roselle Avenue, Lancaster, Pennsylvania. 


Aymstrong ACOUSTICAL CEILINGS 


1860-1960 Beginning our second century of progress 
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Follow ‘Fair 

Share’ successes 
appearing on full 
page advertise- 
ments in every,issue 
of these Catholic 
periodicals: 


The Priest (Every issue 

page 1) 

Canadian Catholic Institu- 
tions (Every issue page 1) 

Catholic Management Journal 
(Every issue inside front cover) 

The Official Catholic Directory 
(Every issue page 15F) 

American Ecclesiastical Review 
(Every issue inside front cover) 


Homiletic and Pastoral Review 
(Every issue inside front cover) 


FUND CAMPAIGNS FOR 
EVERY CHURCH NEED 


@ CAPITAL FUND [@ BUDGET 
@ INCREASED INCOME 


The" Finest Plan 


in 
Fund Raising 


"FAIR SHARE: 


Catholic Property Administration 


(Every issue page 1) 


Catholic Building and Maintenance 


(Every issue page 1) 


Catholic Educational Institutions 


(Every issue page 3A) 


Thomas Richard Finn & Associates eoneas 


314 East 51st Street 
Kansas City 12, Missouri 
Telephone: Plaza 3-4155 
Nights & Holidays: DElmar 3-2113 


Now in Our 39th Year 





a 


PLAN’ 


"Reg. U. S. Pat. Off.—Trade Mark Reg., Canada* 








THe 
Wagner, Inc., 3 Park Place, New York. 
additional entry at Easton, Penna. 


HoMILetTic AND Pastora Review (Monthly), 


LX, No. 8 (May 1960). Copyright 1960 by Joseph F. 
y Y., with 


Second-class mail privileges authorized at New York, N. 
Subscriptions to the U. S. $6.00 per annum. $6.25 in Canada. 









Ready Made Priest Cassocks 


Roman or Semi-Jesuit Style Cassocks — 
for the Clergy and Seminarian 
Our Ready Made Cassocks are available in sizes as listed in the 
chart below. We do not make alterations. Ready Made Cassocks 
are sold subject to your approval and may be returned within five 
days if you are not satisfied. 




























Panama-Visco-Acetate Material 65% Dacron — 35% Visco- 
Crease resistant, light weight, Acetate Material 
durable, has the appearance of Light weight, good quality, | 
fine woolens. Guaranteed fast wrinkle resistant, stain repellent. 
dye. Guaranteed fast dye. [ | 
Roman or Roman or 
Semi-Jesuit Semi-Jesuit 
Style Cassock .. $25.00 Style Cassock . .$32. 50 Altar 
Sash for Semi-Jesuit Cassock Sash for Semi- Renal Cassock Alt 
is additional. is additional. : d 
No. 4B-17 Tie-on-Sash $3.25 ea. No. 4B-16 Snap-on-Sash $4.50 ea. B me? or si 
ncluding Si¢ 
16 SIZES LISTED BELOW IN SEMI-JESUIT OR ROMAN STYLE op. Made 
(either material.) nch hem or 


When ordering please specify style and number desired. 


idth 32 ine 





















































Back Chest Collar Sleeve ¥ 

No. Meas. Meas. Size Length A) No. F7 

B5638 56 in. 38 in. 15 in. 32 in. red mediu 

B5640 56 in. 40 in. 1514 in. 32 in. ross design 
B5642 56 in. 42 in. 16 in. 32 in. No. F1 
B5644 56 in. 44 in. 1614 in. 32 in. B) No. F 

B5838 58 in. 38 in. 15 in. 3214 in. red mediu 
B5840 58 in. 40 in. 15) in. 32 in. ; ign, per 

B5842 58 in. 42 in. 16 in. 3214 in. 
B5844 58 in. 44 in. 1614 in. 3214 in. C) No. FS 
B5846 58 in. 46 in. 174 in. 3214 in. ed mediu 
6038 60 in. 38 in. 15 in. 331 in. i 

B6040 60in. 40in. 15% in. 3314 in. esign, per 

B6042 60 in. 42 in. 16 in. 331, in. D) No. Fé 

Beoeé oo in. 4 in. 16¥ in. 33\ in. red mediur 

4 in. 46 in. in. 3312 in. No. 4B Semi-Jesuit Style No. 4B Roman Style n, per ya: 
B6240 62in.  40in. 16 in. 34 in. Ready M ¥ _ en, per y 

- ; y Made Cassock Ready Made Cassock 

B6242 62 in. 42 in. 1614 in. 34 in. $25.00 — $32.50 $25. 00 — $32.50 E) oe Fé 

cig inet 

et yard . 

lo. és* Alt 

nen, hems 

“ ae 

THREE DISTINCTIVE STYLES ATTRACTIVELY PRICED 0. F4* Alte 

Choice of black, red, white, purple or green Cassocks nen, witho 


(A) No. B11. Buttonless (B) No. B10. Back View (C) No. B10. Front View[ d 
Belt-On Altar Boy Cas- —Roman Style Altar Boy of Button-On-Style Altar f* Yara . . 
sock has hook-and-eye Cassock patented remov- Boy Cassock. Cape and [—)* Two 


collar and belt front. able toggle buttons. Sash additional. ont. One i 
Cassock Poplin Poplin Poplin Correct F) No. F 
Age Down Back Button-on Belt-on Zipper Length of = 
Cassock Measurement No. B10,Ea. No. B11, Ea. No.Bi2,Ea. Surplice PuCn top. Fi 
8 Yrs. 40 in. $7.75. $7.75 $8.25 1g in, fred with IE 
9 Yrs. 42in. wy 8.25 SH 8.25 8.75 20 in, flo. F601 
10 Yrs. 44in. “3S 8.75 <3 8.75 9.25 a eae 
11 Yrs. 46in. S$ 9.00 “2 9.00 9.50 20 in. ; 
12 Yrs. 48in. =$ 9.50 5S 9.50 10.00 22 in. |G) No. ! 
13 Yrs. 50in. 32 10.50 EZ 10.50 11.00 22 in. nen with 
14 Yrs. 52in. 8S 10.75 3 10.75 11.25 22 in. Filet Lace a 
15 Yrs. 54in. S@ 11.25 2H 11.25 11.75 24 in. 
16 Yrs. 5G6in. 468 11.75 Og 11.75 12.25 26m Bt ese: = 
17 Yrs. 58in. SS 12.25 poo 12.25 12.75 24in. 0. F503 A 
18 Yrs. 60 in. 13.00 SS 13.00 13.50 26 in. fotom onl; 
19 Yrs. 62 in. 13.75 “© 13.75 14.25 26 in.” No, F503 La 
For Cassocks larger than standard sizes shown above please write for price 


Please specify STYLE * COLOR « SIZE when ordering * FE 504 , 





(D) No. B71. Altar Boy Surplice. Fine wearing Ertion only 
Marquisette with lace. Made extra full. —_ lo. F504 | 
See eae , 
No. B70. Same as No. B71 but without ~ CEPR G00 0 
Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ... $3.0 H) No. F 
(E) No. B60. Altar Boy Surplice. Light weight hen with ri 
cotton material. Sanforized. Made extra full. ce of 

Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ............- $3.25 Ce of Cros 

















No. B61. Same as No. B60 but with lace. Made om. | 
extra full. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each ....$425 No, F509 
(F) No. B62. Rubrical Altar Boy Surplice. San- | 
forized. Rubrical banding in all church colofs, f.'*";-- ++ 
made extra full. Specify color banding desi 0. 501 A 
when ordering. Length 18 to 24 inch. Each $575 finen (Not 


Size 26 inch 50¢ additional 


dihuel HANSEN /{ : B. HANSEN & SONS 


23 NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. ; Telephone FRanklin 2-875 


urplice to 1 





rted Select Quality Pure Irish Linen 


Altar Cloths — Priest Albs and Surplices 


Altar Linens — Linen by the Yard 
Then ordering Altar Cloths, specify finished length, 
nduding side drops, and finished width including front 
hop. Made to order only and are not returnable. Two 
nch hem on sides and one inch hem on back. Maximum 


idth 32 inches including front drop. 


A) No. F7 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
red medium weight linen, eyelet 
ross design, per yard $4.00 
B) No. F15 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
red medium weight linen, Cross 
ign, per yard $4.50 
C) No. F9 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
red medium weight linen, Cross 
sign, per yard $ 6.00 
D) No. F8 Altar Cloth. Embroid- 
red medium weight linen, IHS de- 
$ 4.75 
E) No. F6* Altar Cloth. Medium 
co linen, hemstitched with lace, 
$3.75 
“ F5* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
nen, hemstitched without lace, per 
$3.25 
0. F4* Altar Cloth. Medium weight 
nen, without lace or hemstitching, 
et yard 
E)* Two inch hem on sides and 
ont. One inch hem on back. 
F) No. F601 Alb. Light weight 
hen top. Fine quality lace, embroid- 
red with IHS design $21.75 
jo. F601 we to match Alb. 
‘ . $24.50 
G) No. 505 Alb. Light weight 
nen with 6-inch bands of heavy 
ilet Lace at bottom and insertion. 
. $19.25 
0. F503 Alb, as ; above, with lace at 
bttiom only $16.75 
0. F503 coe open to match Alb. 
. $13.25 
0. ». F504 Alb, as ‘above, with in- 
ertion only $16.75 
sh No, F504 ‘Surplice to match Alb. 
. . $13.75 
3. H) No. F509 ‘Alb. Light weight 
. Pa with richly embellished 12-inch 
ce of Cross. IHS and Grape design 
ee $34.50 


of) 0. F509 ae to match Alb. 


. $45.00 
0. ». 501 Alb. Plain light weight 
inen (Not illustrated) ....$15.00 
urplice to match 


\/ Kouse g HANSEN 


NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


(1) No. F502 Alb. Light weight 


linen, cross design embroidered ¢ 


banding. Guaranteed fast colors — 
Red, Green, Black, Purple and Yel- 
low. Please state color desired. 


(J) No. F925 Surplice. Embroidered 
non-wrinkling sheer celanese. Ideal 
for traveling purposes $14.00 
No. F850 Surplice. Plain non-wrink- 
ling sheer celanese 


(K) No. F900 Surplice. Fine quality 
lace, embroidered with IHS and 
Cross design F 
No. F900 Alb to match Surplice. 
Light weight linen top 


Fl 

Each Per Dz. Each Per Dz. 

$1.65 $17.95 $1.70 $18.55] 
6.00 .65 6.60 
Purificator... . 6.60 -70 7.20 
Pall. . e 6.60 .70 7.20 
Finger Towel . 4.80 .55 5.40 
Stole Collar... 3.60 .40 4.20 


Fi Plain Hem *F2 Hemstitched 


PURE IRISH LINEN BY THE YARD 


(M) 36 inches wide 

No. FO* Light weight, yd. 

No. F8** Medium weight, yd. 

No. F4** Heavy weight, yd. 

No. F2* Handkerchief wt., yd. .. 

* For light weight Albs and Surplices 

** For Altar Cloths, Altar Linens, Priest 
Albs and Surplices. ‘ 


Telephone 


FRanklin 


D. B. HANSEN & SONS 


2-8750 









Americas Finest VASSOUKA 


CUSTOM HAND-TAILORED BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


Assured Quality and Distinctiveness Without Extravagance 
There is no question that a garment hand-tailored to your individual measuremg 
is more comfortable and better fitting. Let your next Cassock be a HANSEN 
Prices start at $79.50. Write for samples of material and easy self-measurement bla 










































(A) The simplicity of the lines of 
Hansen’s design Roman Style Cas- 
sock is highly recommended. 

(B) The Semi-Jesuit Style Cassock 
has a convenient buttonless front, 
Roman form fitting back. 


(C) A Clerical Cloak is more 
distinctive than an overcoat when 
worn over a cassock. Tailored in 
either Gabardine or Kersey with 
velvet collar or collar of same ma- 
terial. Made with or without arm- 
slits. 
(D) The Ferraiolone is worn in 
the Pulpit and at commencement 
exercises, banquets and receptions. 
Purple for Bishops and Right Rev- 
erend Monsignori, black for Very 
Reverend Monsignori and Clergy. 
eee 
No. A969 
All-Wool Basketweave Cloth. Light 
weight. For year round wear. 
No. A990 
All-Wool Worsted Cloth. Medium 
weight. Wrinkle resistant. 
No. A955 
Tropical 
material. 
No. A938 
All-Wool Gabardine Cloth. Heavy 
weight. Long wearing. 
No. A558 
All-Wool French Surah cloth. 
Lightweight. Wrinkle resistant. 
No. A758 
All-Wool Imported Gabardine 
from Switzerland. Lightweight. 


all wool lightweight 
Ideal for warm weather. 


Jee house g2 HANSEN 


23 NO. FRANKLIN * CHICAGO 6, ILL. 


WRITE FOR SAMPLES OF MATERIALS AND EASY SELF- 
MEASUREMENT BLANK — PRICES START AT $79.50 


D. B. HANSEN & SON 


Telephone 





nent 
(E) The Purple Roman Cloak {your 
tailored of purple light weight 
terial. Piping of pte metal cord fg 
Bishops, red metal cord for Dy 
mestic Prelates. 


(F) The House Cassock has Cap 
attached and additional half lee 
Trimmed with red or purple } 
and buttons according to < pie 
Prelate. 


(G) The Choir Cassock witho) 
train is worn by Bishops and Mo} 
signori. Illustrated with Mozet 
and Rochet as worn by a Bisho Cc 


(H) The Cappa Magna, iar 





Bishop, is illustrated with fur 

and lace Rochet. Fur Cape availa 

in Ermine or Coney. 
eeee 

No. A956 

Faille Weave Rayon Cloth. Lit 

weight. Dressy and durable. 


Roma 
No. A951 oma: 
Pure Silk Cloth. Light weight. i@Roma: 
for summer and travel. Bened 


No. A911 

All-Wool Imported Serge Ci 
from France. Light weight. 
No. A987 

All-Wool Imported Panama Cht 
from Belgium. Light weight. 
No. A946 

Imported Silk-Warp Henriett 
Cloth from Switzerland. The finey 









/(% 


FRanklin 2-8/7: 


(IWeedlocraft VESTMENTS 


BY THE HOUSE OF HANSEN 


A combination of skilled handwork with materials of unusual beauty 
N Jexplain why Hansen’s Needlecraft Vestments are recognized as the Stand- 
mide ard of Excellence. These American made vestments vie in artistic achieve- 

nent with importations and are attractively priced. Inquiries regarding 
in Cloak {your vestment requirements are invited. 
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bps (A) No. Y6655. Angel Wing design 
d Ses be Damask material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Cross design banding. Embroid- 
k has Cap ered IHS or AXPO emblem. 
half ph Unlined __ Lined 
— plenid Roman Chasuble ..... $41.50 $47.00 
Roman Cope ........ 52.50 63.60 
Roman Dalmatics .... 83.50 94.50 
ck witho Benediction Veil ..... 22.75 27.50 
my 4 Ma Preaching Stole ..... LINED ONLY 9.50 
dye Gothic Chasuble ..... 54.75 6250 8 
: Bahl Gothic Cope ........ 57.50 67.50 
y * ¢€ Gothic Dalmatics .... 96.00 108.00 
1, worn bj 
th fur (B) No. ¥6305. Crucifixion design Cela- 
pe avai nese material, in all Church colors. 
Woven Cross and Wheat design band- 
ing. IHS or AXPO emblem. 
‘loth. Lt Unlined __ Lined Unlined __ Lined 
rable. Roman Chasuble. .$47.50 $53.00 Gothic Chasuble ...$64.00 $73.50 
; oman Cope ..... 65.00 76.75 Gothic Cope ...... 69.00 78.75 
eight. Roman Dalmatics . 99.75 114.50 Gothic Dalmatics . . 116.00 129.75 
Benediction Veil .. 25.50 31.00 Preaching Stole. .LINED ONLY 11.00 
, q (C) No. ¥6340. Large Cross design Damask material, in all Church colors. 
mg . Woven Chalice design banding. IHS or AXPO emblem. 
—_ Unlined Lined Unlined Lined 
| Roman Chasuble. . $49.75 $54.50 Gothic Chasuble . . . $64.75 $75.25 
nama Clot Roman Cope ..... 65.25 76.25 Gothic Cope ...... 68.50 78.75 
yeight. Roman Dalmatics . 111.00 124.00 Gothic Dalmatics . . 123.00 134.75 
— Benediction Veil .. 27.00 32.25 Preaching Stole. .LINED ONLY 12.25 
enriett 
. They READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL BLACK CLERICAL SUITS 
No. 5A700 All Wool Tropical, medium weight, excellent wearing quality, ready to 
wear tailored black Clerical Suits. (Coat and Trousers)................+. $52.50 
Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical Suits: 
WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 


BACK LENGTH OF YOUR INSEAM LENGTH OF TROUSERS 
PRESENT SUIT COAT 


Available in seventeen sizes which assures a good fitting suit for the average man. 
We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Suits. If the Suit is not satis- 
factory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 

READY TO WEAR ALL WOOL BLACK CLERICAL TOPCOATS 
No. 5A701 Topcoats are made of a good quality all wool black medium weight, rich 


appearing, Gabardine with zip-out all wool lining....................... $75.00 
Available in all regular sizes. Measurements required for ready to wear Clerical 
Topcoats: WAIST, CHEST, HEIGHT INSEAM LENGTH OF SLEEVE 


We do not make alterations on our ready made Clerical Topcoats. If for any reason 
the Topcoat is not satisfactory, you may return it within ten days without obligation. 


No. 5A700 HAND TAILORED BLACK CLERICAL SUITS AND TOPCOATS 
or years we have been headquarters for custom made, hand tailored black Clerical Suits, Topcoats and 


ercoats, to individual measurements. We use only the finest quality, all wool fabrics. A complete set 
samples and easy self-measurement form will be sent upon request. 


lf (ete HANSEN if } D. B. HANSEN & SONS 





NO. FRANKLIN ST., CHICAGO 6, ILL.  ~—~«-—s*Fetephone FRanklin 2-8750 





CoommunicaTIons FROM Our Reapers 





On Social Critics 
EDITORS: 

Your three review-articles! by Mon- 
signor Campbell of my book And God 
Made Man and Woman? gladdened and 
gratified my impecunious heart. And I 
suspect that my publisher, too, is wear- 
ing that certain smile. Let’s face it: 
fifteen hundred lines of highly laudatory 
summary is enough to make the dollar 
signs dance in the eyes of the most al- 
But more than 
articles 


truistic of publishers. 
that, Monsignor 
faithfully represented and dynamically 
elaborated the basic ideas presented in 
the work. Would that other reviewers 
had been as careful and creative. 
Let me give you an example. 
in the magazine section of The New 
York Times. Marya Mannes did the 
article. As Monsignor Campbell, she 
had read And God Made Man and 
Woman and was going to present some 
of it. But from the two divergent pres- 
entations one would never suspect that 
the quotations had been taken from the 


Campbell’s 


It was 


same book. 


This is the development of Monsignor 
Campbell’s articles: 

1. The sexes do differ. They have 
God-given prepotentials that make 
them different physically, emo- 
tionally, psychologically, and _ reli- 
giously. 

2. The primary and_ secondary 
characteristics of men and women 


1“The Sexes Do Differ” (Februarv, 1960) : 
“Secondary Characteristics in Men = and 
Women” (March, 1960); “Emotion and Its 
Expression” (April, 1960) 

? Lucius F. Cervantes, S.J., Ph.D., And God 
Made Man and Woman (Henry Regnery 
Company, Chicago, 1959). 


694 


make them mutually 
rather them competing. 

3. Men are more abstract and ag- 
gressive; women are more emotional 
and expressive. 

4. These complementary | differ- 
ences are biologically-teleologically 
subordinated to parenthood. A child 
needs the security, love, and mascu- 
line-feminine orientation that institu- 
tionalized monogamy alone can sup- 
ply. 

5. “Here is a work,” Monsignor 
Campbell concluded, “that cannot be 
taken away from the parent. There 
is no proper substitute for the home 
as a training school for the young.” 


completing 


This approach by Monsignor Camp- 
bell was lucid, logical, scientific—and 
expectedly so. 

Now notice the development of the 
same material from the pen of our friend 
in the Times. Marya Mannes entitles 
her article with the querulous, cross- 
grained caption: ‘Female Intelligence: 
Who Wants It?’* Her subheading 
summarizes her thesis: “There is 
plenty of it; the nation needs it—but 
our social scheme discourages _ it.” 
Zather than beginning her article with 
the scientific basis of the biological 
realities of the male-female bipolarity 
as did Monsignor Campbell, Marya 
Mannes quotes a different part of the 
book (and quite out of context) to get 
her basic premise: 


1. “And when even a Jesuit priest- 
sociologist, Father Lucius F. Cervan- 
tes, whose recent book And God Made 
Man and Woman is a long and satis- 
fied reiteration of the sacred differ- 


*New York Times Magazine, January 3, 
1960, pp. 11 ff. 
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Price is not the measure of good taste. Our 
staff, eminently qualified by background and 
experience, will make your wish of today be- 
come the reality of tomorrow. Whatever your 
budget, the services of our organization are 


at your disposal. 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


ences between the two sexes, writes, 
‘As far as has been ascertained there 
is no inherent intellectual capacity 
differential between men and women,’ 
then surely women are not by nature 
denied the ability to think creatively 
and abstractly.” 

2. “But [again using the material 
from And God Made Man and 
Woman but without its explanation] 
the long history of man has produced 
no female Bachs or Shakespeares or 
Leonardos or Galileos.” 

3. The reasons why women of out- 
standing intellectual endowments 
have not developed these talents are 
that women themselves “suppress 
their mental ability in favor of their 
primary need for love,” the sluggish 
male prefers beauty to brains, and so- 
ciety puts a premium upon women’s 
physical creativity rather than upon 
their intellectual creativity. 

4. “IT would counsel the woman of 
intellect to watch her wit . . . Can- 


dor is a second danger... Parents 
with daughters who show a genuine 
intellectual talent and aspiration in 
any field should not feel compelled 
to enter her in the infantile mating- 
marathon that pushes a girl toward 

marriage from the age of 12 on. . . 

And we might begin to consider a pat- 

tern of community-supported nurser- 

ies which would permit the woman 
who cannot afford help to pursue her 
profession at least partially free from 
the continuous demands of child 
care.” 
Such is the advice of social critic 
Mannes. 

I submit that, in the two develop- 
ments, Monsignor Campbell graciously 
presented the thought of the work he 
was reviewing; Marya Mannes did not. 
I further submit that the former is sci- 
entific in his approach; the latter, for 
all her sophistication and pseudo-liber- 





A Life Income Investment 


Invest through our 


MISSION CONTRACT 
(Annuity) 


A good way of aiding charity 


and receiving a reasonable 


INTEREST FOR LIFE 


for details, write 


REV. FATHER RALPH, Nat’! Dir. 
S.V.D. CATHOLIC UNIVERSITIES 


316 N. Michigan Ave. 


696 


Chicago 1, Ill. 
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We believe it is important that those to whom we offer our serv- 
ices be given a bit more insight into Lawson Associates than just 
an accounting of the campaigns we have been privileged to direct. 
Therefore, in this space for some time yet, will appear a series 


of statements outlining some of the beliefs which guide us. 


A CODE 
Do no evils: and no evils shall lay hold of thee. 


Depart from the unjust: and evils shall depart from thee. 


My son, sow not evils in the furrows of unjustice; and thou 
shalt not reap them sevenfold. 

Devise not a lie against thy brother: neither do the like against 
thy friend. 

Hate not laborious works, nor husbandry ordained by the 
Most High. 


Do not transgress against thy friend deferring money, nor 
despise thy dear brother for the sake of gold. 

Hurt not the servant that worketh faithfully, nor the hired man 
that giveth thee his life. 

With all thy soul fear the Lord, and reverence his priests. 

In all thy works remember thy last end, and thou shalt never 
sin. 

Ecc.esiasticus 7 
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alism, is not. For all her good will, 
Miss Mannes has not faced up to the 
biological realities of life and conse- 
quently her analysis and counsel is not 
ralid. Men and women differ not only 
in every cell of their bodies, but in the 
modality of every emotion, precept, and 
religious reaction. To brag that “I 
knew of no special kind of talk geared 
to men rather than to women” is an ex- 
treme position. Every group—age, na- 
tionality, political, racial, occupational 
—has its special outlook. Do the sexes 
alone not have special interests? Men 
and women’s psyches are conditioned 
by the fact that the one is activated in 
a muscular, aggressive organism, the 
other in a child-bearing, highly sensi- 
tive organism. 

It is not fortuitous that anyone who 
espouses Plato’s unscientific viewpoint 
that “men and women differ only in this 
that the one begets and the other bears” 
will likewise implicitly espouse Plato’s 
conclusion that men and women should 
be given identical education and that 
monogamy (based as it is upon an ide- 
ology of sex differences )might well be 
abandoned. For if men and women are 
inherently temperamentally identical, 
then there is no reason why children 
should be brought up by one man and 
one woman rather than by a group of 
men or women in an institution. In 
recognizing the complementary differ- 
ences between the sexes we recognize 
the validity of an institutionalized mon- 
ogamic family system. 

Permit me to digress. Granted that 
cultural feminists are generally schizoid 
in their inability to cope with the reali- 
ties of sex differences and monogamy, 
is there anything valid that we can 
learn from them? First, I think we 
might well humbly admit that we priests 
historically were remarkably insensitive 
to and unreceptive of the valid data pre- 
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sented by “progressives” in the fields 
of evolution, psychotherapy, and broad 
biblical exegesis. Again we have been 
remarkably lethargic in our promotion 
of such ideals as, say, the emancipation 
of the Negro from slavery, women from 
legal servitude, and the state from un- 
democratic domination. 

Today we have other cultural Cas- 
sandras crying dire prophesies. The 
basie protest of the feminist may be ar- 
ticulated as follows: There is a cul- 
tural lag between woman’s assigned role 
in our society and the objective realities. 
This cultural lag has meant that mil- 
lions of modern women have _ been 
stretched by the ropes of role expect- 
ancy upon an ancient rural Procrustean 
bed of homemaking. This role as a 
total commitment simply does not fit 
the average modern woman. 

In trying to understand the cultural 
evolutionist’s viewpoint we might ask 
ourselves a few questions: Is there any 
possibility that at some not-too-remote 
date population may become a serious 
social embarrassment? To this question 
I believe that every serious investigator 
would have to answer in the affirmative. 


Under such circumstances would not the ! 


natural law still demand that a couple 
use all reasonable means not to have 
more children than they can reasonably 
rear? Would not the roles of husband 
and wife be much different in the rural 
America of yesterday, where the aver- 
age number of children borne was eight, 
in comparison with an electronic-atomic 
hypothetically-overpopulous America of 
tomorrow where the circumstantially 
practical ideal fertility, even for the 


most devout Catholic, may become two | 


or three? (When a woman was engaged 
in rearing eight children and in running 
an exacting food and clothing industry 
at home, there could be no question of 


higher education or civic-social partici- 
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cul- Ever since April, 1959, plans had been underway for our first 
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mil- I am indeed happy to report that the Clinic held March 22nd, 
been 25rd, and 24th in the New York Trade Show Building under the 
sponsorship of CATHOLIC BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE was a great 
yect- success. Administrators, both clergy and sisters, came from 
tean fourteen states, Puerto Rico and Canada, and their enthusiasm 
warmed our hearts with a good feeling of accomplishment. We 
as a had long felt» the need for such a Clinic to supplement the 
t. fit editorial efforts of CATHOLIC BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE by 
bringing Catholic executives together with the best authori- 
| ties in the fields of building and maintenance and food serv-— 
tural | icing. After presenting the experts with problems and ques-— 
{ tions over a three-day period, our Catholic administrators 
ask went home happy with the solutions and answers to their par- 
anv | ticular needs. 
mote | Spontaneous and unsolicited observations are usually a cri- 
: terion for judging such an event, and we quote just a few to 
rious give you an inkling of this keen enthusiasm. 
stion | 


"There is only one word for these meetings...Excellent. 
yator They were very informative and a big help to our 
tive future building program." 


t the | "I want to express my congratulations to you...each 
of the conferences was well organized and planned... 
yuple | I do hope that it will be possible for you to 
have continue this program in future years." 
rably The result of our initial effort and success with CIPC en- 
: courages us to continue these services and benefits to 
band Catholic executives. It is with deep satisfaction and con- 
rural tagious enthusiasm that we promise to hold another such 
clinic in the not too distant future. Plans are already 
aver- under way with our staff, and it will be my privilege to an- 
sight, nounce the dates, plans and program to you as soon as our 


s ideas have jelled. 
omic 
3 f My deep appreciation and thanks go both to our fine 

ica 0 speakers and the wonderful Catholic executives who attended 
tially our first CIPC and made it the success it was. 


r the Asking your cooperation again with our anticipated second 
Clinic, my staff and I send you our sincere greetings. 


Respectfully yours, 


raged Clement J. Wagner 
nning Publisher 
ustry P.S. To give those unable personally to attend the Clinic 
7 the benefit of the experienced thinking of our speakers, 
on Ol and at the request of many in attendance, we are pub-— 


lishing the formal talks of the Clinic in the May-June 


ruicl 1960 issue of CATHOLIC BUILDING AND MAINTENANCE. 
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pation. Such luxuries were only for the 
biologically uncommitted and unencum- 
bered males.) Now that modern sci- 
ence has demoted the physicality of 
man’s muscles and woman’s maternity, 
will not greater accent have to be placed 
upon a couple’s spiritual and intellec- 
tual rather than biological creativity? 
Since Christianity in general and the 
papal program in particular distinguish 
between the relationship of husband and 
wife as members of an authoritarian 
domestic society (“Be subject to one 
another in the fear of Christ. Let wives 
be subject to their husbands as to the 
Lord. . . . The husband has not 
authority over his body, but the wife.”’) 
and husband and wife as members of a 
non-authoritarian domestic community 
(“. .. a companion like unto himself”), 
would not such a new family pattern 


have to stress more of the equalitarian, 
gemeinschaft, interpersonal aspects of 
the husband-wife relationships? 
Granted that modern science, especially 
medicine, has brought it about that 
women will spend less of a percentage 
of their lives in specifically domestic 
functions (from the age of 45 to 75 the 
average woman will have no children 
at home), will not practically all fields 
have to be opened to women as well as 
to men? Will not man’s social domi- 
nance and civic ascendance be progres- 
sively curtailed? Will not a greater re- 
course have to be had to a scientifically 
fortified rhythm plan of fertility con- 
trol? Will it not be more likely that 
men and women will be considered hu- 
man beings first and as members of a 
particular sex second? 

I submit that whether or not overpop- 
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BREAD AS A SACRAMENTAL 


In addition to the liturgical use of bread as 
matter for the Holy Eucharist, there have been 
other uses of bread as a sacramental throughout 
the history of the Church. 


An early usage saw blessed bread being given 
to those who did not receive the Eucharist at 
Mass as a pledge of communication of faith. 
This was called the eulogia, bread offered and 
blessed at the Offertory, but not consecrated. 
In the East, this bread is called antidoron, a 
substitute for the doron, the real gift of the 
Eucharist. The giving of this bread is pre- 
scribed in the liturgies of Sts. Basil and John 
Chrysostom and gradually the custom arose of 
distributing the antidoron to all, communi- 
cants and non-communicants alike. 


Often, in mediaeval days, little blessed loaves 
were sent by bishops and priests to others as 
gifts denoting fraternal affection and ecclesias- 
tical unity. It is interesting to note that one 
phase of this custom was to notify an excom- 
municated person of the lifting of his penalty by 
sending him one of these blessed loaves. 


Later, when the laity no longer supplied 
their own altar bread, a custom grew of bring- 
ing bread to church that it might be blessed and 
distributed to all as a sign of mutual love and 
union. This custom was found in France 
until at least the end of the last century. The 
pain benit, as it was called, was introduced to 
Canada by French emigrés but no longer exists 
there. 


There are six blessings for bread in the 
Roman Ritual. Two of these pertain to the 
pain benit mentioned above and one is en- 
titled simply “Blessing of Bread and Cakes,”’ 
and is not reserved. The remaining three are 
for the use of certain dioceses and are special 
blessings given under the patronage of various 
saints, usually on their feast days. The German 
Archdiocese of Cologne, for example, blesses 
bread on the feast of St. Hubert. 


Nearly all major extra-sacramental uses of 
bread have been connected in some way with 
the Holy Eucharist. As bakers and suppliers 
of altar breads we are aware of the traditions 
we are heir to. 


Our baking and shipping of altar breads is 
not intended to disrupt the traditional pattern 
of distribution by nuns. We make them 
available to you through your present source. 
If you are unsuccessful through your present 
source, please contact us for information on her- 
metically sealed* altar breads. 


Our activity is carried on with the approval 
of His Excellency, Most Reverend Russell J. 
McVinney, D.D., LL.D., Bishop of Providence, 
R.I. 


“ A recent interpretation of Canon Law pre- 
scribing the length of time that altar bread 
may be kept before Consecretion holds that 
hermetically sealed altar breads may be kept 
for extended periods of time unopened before 
use. We will send you a copy of this statement 
by a noted theologian upon request. 
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ulation becomes a serious problem (and 
the fact that even now two out of three 
persons in the world are malnourished 
indicates that the situation is not out of 
the range of probability) , the papal pro- 
gram long ago has taken the social evo- 
lution of male-female roles for granted. 
It is the general Catholic public that 
has not. And that could well be the 
fault of us priests. 

Let me close this extrapolated note of 
thanks to Monsignor Campbell and 
HPR with several pertinent papal pas- 
sages: 


Need we repeat what the real foun- 
dation for the dignity of woman is? 
It is precisely the same as the basis of 
the dignity of man: both are children 
of God, redeemed by Christ, with 
the same supernatural destiny 
There is no field of human activity 
which must remain closed to woman: 
her horizons reach out to the regions 
of politics, labor, the arts, sports; but 
always in subordination to the pri- 
mary functions which have been fixed 
by nature itself. The Creator with 
His wonderful ways of bringing har- 
mony out of variety has established a 
common destiny for all mankimd, but 
He has also given the two sexes dif- 
ferent and complementary functions, 
like two roads leading to the same 
destination. 

That is why men and women have a 
different physical and psychological 
structure, different attitudes, charac- 





teristics, and inclinations, which are 
balanced off by the wonderful law of 
compensation, and which fit together 
to lend a marvelous harmony to the 
work of each. So we have an abso- 
lute equality in personal and funda- 
mental values, but different functions 
which are complementary and _ su- 
perbly equivalent, and from them 
arises the various rights and duties of 
the one and the other (Pope Pius 
XII, October 14, 1956). 


After developing the idea that the pri- 
mary office of matrimony is to be at the 
service of life: 


On the other hand, the Church 
knows how to consider with sympathy 
and understanding the real difficulties 
of the married state in our day. 
Therefore, in Our last allocution on 
conjugal morality, We affirmed the 
legitimacy and, at the same time, the 
limits—in truth very wide—of a reg- 
ulation of offspring which, unlike so- 
called ‘birth control’ is compatible 
with the law of God. One may even 
hope (but in this matter the Church 
naturally leaves the judgment to med- 
ical science) that science will succeed 
in providing this licit method with a 
sufficiently secure basis. The most 
recent information seems to confirm 
such a hope (Pope Pius XII, Novem- 
ber 26, 1951). 


Lucius F. Cervantes, 8S.J., Pxu.D. 
St. Louis University 
St. Louis 3, Missouri 
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Planning a new building? ... You would call an architect! 
Have to raise funds to finance it?...Call a professional 
fund raising firm! 


Which firm?...The largest al/-Catholic fund raising firm 
in the U.S. and Canada...the firm which has raised over 
$300 million for practically every type of Catholic cause. 


If you are a pastor...an administrator of an institution... 
or a layman with an active interest in your parish or 

a particular Catholic institution...contact CCS. We have 
conducted successful fund drives in thousands of 
parishes and hundreds of institutions. 


Community Counselling Service, Inc. 


Fund Raising and Public Relations 
Offices Throughout The United States and Canada 
international Headquarters: Empire State Building, New York I, N.Y., OXford 5-1175 


Other Offices in: 
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Tetlhard de Chardin: 
Ambiguity by Design 


C URRENTLY a book on man, evo- 


lution, and the universe, The Phe- 
nomenon of Man, by Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin, S.J., translated by Bernard 
Wall and published by Harper’s in 1959, 
has aroused much interest and comment 
not only in the Catholie press, but 
secular as well. Generally favorable 
comments and reviews have been made. 
None that we have so far seen in the 
Catholic press have noted the substan- 
tially objectionable character of the 
work, which was published in English 
without ecclesiastical permission, but 
with a glowing introduction by none 
other than the British agnostic, Julian 
Huxley. It is unfortunate that such 
popular Catholic reviews as Jubilee, 
The Critic, Commonweal have seen fit 
to lavish praise on the book’s merits 
without sufficiently indicating the very 
questionable orthodoxy of the author’s 
views and the danger which the book 
constitutes for a reading public un- 
trained in theological method. 


THE MAN BEHIND THE BOOK 


It is our intention in this brief article 
to indicate Pierre Teilhard de 
Chardin was and what questionable, if 


who 


not downright erroneous, opinions he 
propounds in The Phenomenon of Man. 


By PETER D. FEHLNER, O.F.M.Convy. 


We believe that this résumé will make 
abundantly clear the objectionable fea- 
tures of Teilhard’s work. 








Father Peter D. Fehlner is professor of 
Dogmatic Theology at Saint Anthony-on- 
Hudson, Rensselaer, N. Y. Ordained in 
Rome in 1957, he received there the doc- 
torate in Sacred Theology from the Pon- 
tifical Theological Faculty of St. Bona- 
venture of the Order of Friars Minor 
Conventual. 





Pierre Teilhard de Chardin (1881- 
1955), a French Jesuit, was a renowned 
paleontologist, famous in scientific cir- 
cles for his discovery of the Peking man. 
Admittedly a brilliant scientific scholar, 
he has not achieved the same renown in 
theological especially among 
those who are careful to follow the 
teaching of the magisterium of the 
Church and.to obey its directives. He 


circles, 
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was almost always requested to re- 
linqguish the many professorships held 
by him in Catholic institutes of higher 
learning, because he was either unable 
or unwilling to give a clearly orthodox 
sense and expression to his opinions. 
Except for some strictly scientific es- 
says, he was unable during his lifetime 
to obtain from his religious and ecclesi- 
astical superiors the necessary permis- 
sions to publish his writings. Some of 
these writings had been circulating in 
France and elsewhere, in manuscript 
form, sometime prior to 1950. They 
lacked ecclesiastical permission, but in 
all fairness to the Jesuit writer, who al- 
ways protested his orthodoxy and loy- 
alty to the Church, this circulation was 
against his wishes. 

As a result, Fr. Teilhard was involved 
in the controversy that took place just 
before the publication of the encyclical 
Humani Generis. No one, of course, 
was personally condemned by Pius XII 
in that document. Nevertheless, Fr. 
Teilhard’s writings continued to be sus- 
pected of containing certain errors, or 
at least erroneous tendencies toward 
evolutionary relativism, reproved by 
this encyclical. Under pressure he left 
Paris in 1951 and came to New York 
where he worked for the Wenner-Gren 
scientific foundation until his death, 
Easter day, 1955. He is buried at St. 
Andrew-on-Hudson, Poughkeepsie, New 
York. 

Both the French and English editions 
of The Phenomenon of Man have ap- 
peared without ecclesiastical approba- 
tion and without the permission of the 
superiors of the Society of Jesus. It 
seems that anonymous friends prevailed 
upon Teilhard de Chardin before his 
death to leave his manuscripts to them. 
These friends (whose identity has not 
been revealed) are publishing his work 
on their own authority. The apology of 
Julian Huxley in his introduction to this 
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work to the effect that the manuscripts 
of a priest can “be published after his 
death, since permission to publish is 
only required for the work of a living 
author,” is certainly original, if not 
exactly canonical. Neither the stand- 
ing of Huxley nor the book’s method of 
publication recommends it to Catholics, 


MAN: EVOLUTION BECOME 
CONSCIOUS OF ITSELF... 


It is not so much the apparent lack 
of docility to the authoriues of the 
Church on the part of the literary heirs 
oi Fr. Teilhard which constitutes the 
principal danger of this work. It is 
rather to be found in certain themes 
and methods employed in expounding 
them. Fr. Teilhard is not concerned 
merely with the question of the evolu- 
tion of man’s body from pre-existing in- 
ferior species. In his view, the question 
of transformism takes its place in a 
larger vision of evolution as the histori- 
eal unfolding, perfecting and return of 
all creation through man to that point 
from which all originally came forth, 
the Alpha and Omega. His perspective 
is not only that of man’s past in terms 
of a continually evolving space-time, 
but of man’s future in terms of funda- 
mental laws governing the progress of 
creation toward fulfillment. Man is the 
principal agent of this process. 

Nor is his perspective merely that of 
the detached scientist; rather it is that 
of a man who is himself a part of the 
evolutionary process, so much so that 
he regards the very discovery of the 
laws of evolution as a landmark in the 
progress of the cosmos. His view, in 
brief, is that of an existentialist deserib- 
ing man in terms of an evolving space- 
time, in which the very stuff of the 
cosmos contains the germ of life, and 
life contains the germ of consciousness 
Teilhard holds that the same laws of 
entropy and complexity, the same forces 
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of divisive (tangential) energy and 
unifying (radial) energy governing the 
initial biological development of the 
world, govern also its further develop- 
ment at the higher level of thought or 
the “noosphere.” Thus the birth of life 
(biogenesis) saw a further change and 
development that prepared for the birth 
of man and consciousness (anthropo- 
genesis and noogenesis), while the dis- 
covery of the evolutionary process it- 
self marks the beginning of a further 
perfecting of the world through the so- 
cialization of human thought. This 
process can only culminate when each 
thinking center or monad, namely man, 
is perfectly turned in upon itself and 
upon that center of centers at the heart 
of the world, namely Omega, from 
which the entire process began. Then 
and then only will the “noosphere,” or 
realm of mind, exhaust the centripedal 
and centrifugal energies at work in the 
world, because then perfect unity in 
totality will be acquired in the perfectly 
centered activity of reflective conscious- 
ness. “Man is nothing else than evolu- 
tion become conscious of itself,” and the 
Incarnation and 
prodigious biological operation.” 


fedemption are “a 


A FUNDAMENTAL ERROR 


We have no quarrel with Fr. Teil- 
hard on the question of transformism, 
except that he seems overly sanguine 
in his conviction of its truth and its 
necessity for salvation. Revealed truth 
does not stand or fall on this point. The 
Church does not forbid prudent investi- 
gation of this problem. On the other 
hand, she recommends that the argu- 
ments in favor of biological evolution of 
the body of Adam properly consider the 
necessity for a special intervention of 
God in the process; that serious difficul- 
ties still to be solved be indicated by 
those treating the question of trans- 
furmism. We are not sure whether Fr. 


AMBIGUITY BY DESIGN 


Teilhard regards evolution as a hy- 
pothesis or as an absolutely proved fact. 
If the latter is the case, then he has cer- 
tainly exceeded the bounds of prudence 
laid down for Catholics in the encyclical 
Humani Generis. 

We are not unmindful of the many 
valid observations which Fr. Teilhard 
notes in the course of his exposition, es- 
pecially the irreversible character of 
history and the necessity of a historical! 
or evolutionary perspective in studying 
any aspect of this world. Nor can one 
do ought but admire the objectives 
which have inspired this study of man 
and the cosmos in an evolutionary 
framework: the consideration of the 
human phenomenon scientifically and 
at the same time not impersonally; the 
attempt to indicate the harmony of a 
generally evolving universe with Catho- 
lic theology and especially christology ; 
the hopeful prognosis for the future 
based on the laws of evolution. 

What seems to us most objectionable 
and dangerous is the method by which 
these objectives are pursued in this 
work. Although others have criticized, 
as questionable, various assertions of 
the author concerning God, Christ, evil, 
the supernatural order, no American 
Catholic review has yet indicated this 
fundamental error of method which 
renders Fr. Teilhard’s protestations of 
orthodoxy forced and unconvincing. 
This error of method coupled with a 
revolutionary terminology gives rise to 
an ambiguity which is practically in- 
superable. This ambiguity in the fun- 
damentals of the Faith is not of small 
importance. But of even greater im- 
portance is the error of method. We 
think that it consists in a misunder- 
standing of the relations between em- 
pirical science, phenomenology, and re- 
lated disciplines, on the one hand, and 
theology and metaphysies on the other. 
We think that Fr. Teilhard has over- 
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reached the limits of science. As a re- 
sult many of his assertions are unten- 
able both from the point of view of 
science and from the point of view of 
theology. These assertions are pre- 
cisely those which are of fundamental 
importance to Catholic doctrine. 

Fr. Teilhard repeatedly states that 
he is writing merely from the phe- 
nomenological point of view, i1.e., con- 
cerning what appears to scientific in- 
quiry, and therefore that his work ought 
not to be judged theologically or meta- 
physically. While his description of 
the whole phenomenon of man in terms 
of the principles of cosmic evolution 
goes beyond physies as it is commonly 
understood, he does not wish this “hy- 
perphysics’—as he describes it—to be 
identified with metaphysics, and much 
less with theology. While Fr. Teilhard 
asserts that “complete liberty is not 
only conceded but offered by the phe- 
nomenon to theology,” nevertheless he 
introduces subjects into his phenome- 
nology, namely God, evil, Christ, faith, 
ete., Which cannot be considered merely 
from the standpoint of phenomenology. 
These realities either are not phenom- 
ena, i.e., objects of the senses, or at least 
they are not principally such. To treat 
these matters without reference to the 
judgment of metaphysics and theology, 
even in a merely “phenomenological” 
work, is to court disaster to the cause of 
truth. This “hyperphysics” of Fr. Teil- 
hard seems to us very much confused 
with metaphysics; it is also very much 
confused with theology, for, when in- 
troducing truths of faith, 
physics” fails to distinguish the natural 
from the supernatural, the evidence of 
reason from the foundations of faith. 
Fr. Teilhard does indeed affirm that, as 
they approach the poles, phenomenol- 


“hyper- 


ogy and metaphysics “merge” without 
ceasing to remain distinct. We deny 
that they merge. Where there is over- 
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lapping, we affirm the subordination of 
science to the judgments of metaphysics 
and theology. We deny, therefore, the 
need and possibility of a pure “hyper- 
physics” or phenomenology that pre- 
sumes to study God, thought, Christ, 
faith, the supernatural, evil, without 
any reference at all to a metaphysical 
or theological critique. 


SOME STRANGE REVERSALS 


What we are saying is that the first 
principles and final conclusions of our 
theology and metaphysics are not linked 
essentially to the latest scientific cos- 
more than they were 
linked to the cosmogony of the ancient 
Hebrews or that of Aristotle. Theol- 
ogy does not need the “liberty” of sci- 


mogony any 


ence. Theology does not need an au- 
thorization it already has and cannot 
be deprived of. 

Nor do the first principles of meta- 
physics depend on the sufferance of sci- 
But the opposite is true: the 
first principles of science depend upon 
Metaphysics, if valid, 


ence. 


metaphysics. 
will certainly not deny to science the 
right to exist; neither will the knowl- 
edge of metaphysics ever be a substitute 
for the knowledge of the empirical sci- 
ences. But if a scientist should wish to 
provide the epistemological justification 
for the first principles of his science, 
then he would have to have recourse to 
a discipline more primary than science. 
The truths of metaphysics are not gen- 
eralizations from the phenomenological 
sciences; they are a penetration of real- 
ity at a level deeper and more intelligi- 
ble than that of phenomena. To ignore 
this is to ignore the subordination of 
one intellectual discipline to another. 
When Fr. Teilhard attempts to intro- 
duce, for example, finality into the total 
cosmie phenomenon on the basis of phe- 
nomenology alone, he is overreaching 
There 


his science. s finality in th 
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world; phenomena do have a direction. 
But to understand the direction of the 
world to its last end, one must introduce 
the notion of finality established by 
metaphysics. Rightly to consider the 
direction of man toward his supernat- 
ural end, one must introduce the data 
of revelation and concepts of theology. 
It is impossible to treat these matters 
in a “hyperphysics” which prescinds 
from the norms and judgments of the- 
ology and metaphysics. Such a pro- 
cedure can lead only to confusion and 
error, where confusion and error are 
fatal. 


PSEUDO-PHILOSOPHY 

AND HYPERPHYSICS 

In what we believe to be a very signif- 
icant statement of the basic principles 
governing his synthesis, Fr. Teilhard 
asserts that evolution is a light en- 
lightening all other theories, a condition 
of knowledge to which all other disci- 
plines must bow (pp. 217-218). We do 
not affirm that theology and meta- 
physics are substitutes for the observa- 
tion of the empirical sciences. Nor are 
the observations of the scientist without 
value in illustrating the truths of theol- 
ogy and metaphysics. But theology 
and metaphysics do not thereby depend 
on or submit to the relative and chang- 
ing elements in evolution for their 
validity. As this assertion of Teilhard 
stands—and nowhere does he make any 
further distinction in his stand—it 
seems to us that it is not much different 
from the cardinal principle of the phi- 
losophies of becoming and evolutionary 
pantheism: viz., that no truth is abso- 
lutely valid, because all truth ulti- 
mately rests on the relative basis of an 
ever changing reality. J. B. S. Hal- 
dane, in a passage cited approvingly by 
Teilhard (p. 57, n. 1), though with 
reservations, arrives at quite explicitly 
pantheistic conclusions, beginning with 


AMBIGUITY BY DESIGN 


the same data as Fr. Teilhard and sub- 
mitting them to this universal condi- 
tion of all knowledge. It may be said 
that J. B.S. Haldane is writing pseudo- 
philosophy, but Fr. Teilhard, with his 
‘“hyperphysics” that supposedly arrives 
at a view of the world acceptable to a 
Catholic, is doing the same. The con- 
clusions of neither are supported by the 
phenomena studied phenomenologically, 
because both have overreached the pos- 
sibilities of phenomenology as a source 
of truth. . 


HIS “RELIGION OF THE FUTURE” 


What is fatal in philosophy is worse 
in theology. If evolution is a light en- 
lightening all theories, what possible ob- 
jective, permanent meaning can be at- 
tached to the truths of revelation, valid 
for all places and times? Fr. Teilhard 
asserts that Christianity (we trust he 
means Catholicity, although under 
“defenders of the spiritual” he appar- 
ently includes anyone who has ever 
written anything in favor of religion, 
no matter how erroneous) is the religion 
of the future, because it will fulfill all 
the conditions of the “religion of sci- 
ence” of Renan, minus Renan’s mate- 
rialism. 

He asserts that evolution will be the 
means of spiritual perfection by a fu- 
sion of mysticism with science in a kind 
of blending of the personal, subjective 
truths of religion with the objective 
truths of science. When he says these 
things, we think he is reintroducing the 
evolutionary, subjective and naturalis- 
tic concept of religion and faith propa- 
gated by the modernists at the turn of 
the century. We find that when, in 
Teilhard’s work, physics and theology 
do finally “merge” at the poles near the 
end of his book, the resultant “religion 
of the future” is as questionable as the 
“hyperphysies” on which it is founded. 
At the very least—granting possible 
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clarifications which escape us—we do 
not think phenomenological ‘“hyper- 
physics” a sound basis on which to dis- 
cuss the relations between the cosmos 
and the supernatural. 

It is with pleasure that we here make 
a pertinent observation of St. Bonaven- 
ture. In the twelfth Collation on the 
Hexaémeron n. 15, the Saint writes: “It 
is the right of the highest contempla- 
tives, not natural philosophers (we 
would also say “scientists”) to read the 
book of nature as revealing God, be- 
sause the natural philosopher knows 
only the nature of things, not the nature 
of things as the vestige of God.” Lest 
anyone misunderstand the 
Doctor, “contemplatives” here include 
metaphysician ; 


Seraphiec 


the theologian and 
“natural philosopher” means cosmol- 
ogist and scientist. While a scientist 
may also be a contemplative, it is not 
as a scientist that he ascends the heights 
to a knowledge of God. This may seem 
very obvious, but Fr. Teilhard does not 
seem to make the necessary distinctions 
when speaking of the religion of science 
and that fusion of mysticism and “re- 
search” in which scientific research be- 
comes “adoration.” 

Had he perhaps consulted and cited 
a few holy doctors of the Chureh and 
a number of saintly theologians, rather 
than Haldane, Huxley, Brunschvig, 
Poincaré, Einstein, Jeans, et al., he 
would have realized that evolution is 
not the universal light. Although ma- 
terial things, which provide us (via the 
senses) with the first objects of our 
knowledge, are subject to change and 
becoming, that intellect 
knows most profoundly about them as 
knowable is their being, not their be- 
And in this knowledge of be- 


which our 


coming. 
ing we transcend, in a certain sense, 
change. So also, mutatis mutandis, the 
same is true of the light of faith. Both 


lights are superior lights, and the know]l- 
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edge they convey of the world in no way 
is dependent on an evolutionary “hyper- 
physics” for verification. If phenom. 
enology is to contribute anything to ow 
knowledge of religious experience, then 
it cannot presume to reject theological 
and metaphysical criticism for the 
simple reason that by itself it knows 
nothing about God, Christ, faith, grace 
and a host of other items considered by 
Fr. Teilhard. 

SPECIFIC CRITICISMS 

We submit, therefore, that the follow- 
ing positions of Fr. ‘Veilhard are am- 
biguous and questionable, at least until 
they are corrected in a proper theologi- 
‘al context, or else are formulated in 
such wise that they are not open to an 
interpretation that can easily lead to 
evolutionary pantheism. 

1. We think it most objectionable to 
describe animals as thinking; to speak 
of the biological properties of thouglit; 
to distinguish the thought of animals 
from that of humans merely by the 
criterion of reflection, as Fr. Teilhard 
We hold that it is not the psy- 
chologist who determines the essential 


does. 


notes of thought, but the metaphysician. § 


The psychologist studies its existence in 
Man thinks because he can know 
being as being. This is something an 
animal cannot do. In virtue of this 


man. 


apprehension of being as being, human 
reflection is unique. We do not see 
how one can borrow the “eoncise’’ ex- 
pression of Julian Huxley that man is 
“nothing else than evolution become 
conscious of itself.” It implies that 
thought is nothing else but the percep- 
tion of the flux of becoming, and hence 
relativistic. We consider the question- 
able nature of this position of Teilhard 
an illuminating commentary on his am- 
biguous noesis and in particular this re- 
mark made in his preface: “There 1s 
no fact which exists in pure isolation, 
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but . . . every experience, however ob- 
jective it may seem, inevitably becomes 
enveloped in a complex of assumptions 
as soon as the scientist attempts to ex- 
plain it. But while this aura of sub- 
jective interpretation may remain im- 
perceptible where the field of observa- 
tion is limited, it is bound to become 
practically dominant as soon as the pole 
of vision extends to the whole” (p. 30). 
We think Fr. Teilhard has tried too 
hard to force thought into the context 
of an evolutionary vortex as its “ter- 
minal’; he has tried too hard to make 
“room” for thought in reality, from 
which it could never have been validly 
By means of his 
“hyperphysics” he has blundered from 


excluded by science. 


valid scientific hypotheses into a posi- 
tion whose ambiguity leaves it undis- 
tinguishable from  subjectivism and 
relativism. 

2. The continual emphasis on: the 
“physical everything in 
change”; life preceded by pre-life and 


oneness of 
consciousness by  pre-consciousness; 
spiritual perfection and material syn- 
thesis as “two aspects or connected parts 
of one and the same phenomenon”; re- 
ligion and science as “two conjugated 
faces or phases of one and the same act 
knowledge”; the single 
energy operating in the world, which 
physics is not sure is pure energy or 
thought; the stuff of the universe be- 
come personalized and the stuff of the 
universe become interiorized in thought; 
the biological properties of love, coupled 
with vague and unqualified phrases 
about a noble human eugenic in the 
evolution of the “noosphere’—all these 
expressions are not far removed from the 


of complete 


language of monism, either material or 
spiritual. Indeed, although Teilhard 
disassociates himself from communism, 
many of his assertions have a totali- 
tarian tinge about them. For instance, 
he writes that “we are faced with a 


AMBIGUITY BY DESIGN 


harmonized collectivity of conscious- 
nesses as equivalent to a sort of super- 
consciousness. The idea is that of the 
arth not only becoming covered by 
myriads of grains of thought, but be- 
coming enclosed in a single thinking 
envelope so as to form, functionally, no 
more than a single vast grain of thought 
on the sidereal scale, the plurality of 
individual reflections grouping them- 
selves together and reinforcing one an- 
other in the act of a single unaninfous 
reflection.” 

3. The ambiguity and impression of 
a radical pantheistic tendency is even 
more disconcerting when Fr. Teilhard 
discusses the subject of God, or 
“Omega.” The consideration of God 
is not incidental to his “hyperphysies.” 
In a brief summary of his theme on 
page 289, Teilhard says: “To make 
room for thought in the world, I have 
to im- 
agine an energetics of the mind; to 


needed to ‘interiorize’ matter: 


conceive a noogenesis rising upstream 
against the flow of entropy; to provide 
evolution with a direction, a line of ad- 
vance and critical points; and finally to 
make all things double back upon some- 
one.” But while maintaining that this 
“someone,” Omega, is transcendent, Fr. 
Teilhard places Him at the center of 
the world, closing the entire process of 
change by fusing and consuming all 
things into Himself. And this despite 
the fact that all things become more 
distinct the closer they come to Omega! 
We are told that this is not contradic- 
tory, nor is it the pantheism condemned 
by the Church, but rather a legitimate 
and superior form of pantheism. 

Fr. Teilhard is riding his horse in 
two directions at once. The distine- 
tions by which he attempts to distin- 
guish his theories from pantheism 
simply cannot be made phenomenologi- 
cally. Had he been more specific about 
the limits of phenomenology, he would 
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not have introduced into a_ purely 
phenomenological work a consideration 
of God, except with the help of theology 
and philosophy. God is simply not a 
phenomenon and He simply is not at 
the center of the world as that term is 
understood phenomenologically. In 
short, we deny the possibility of a 
“hyperphysies” that can prescind from 
theology and metaphysics and _ still 
make orthodox statements about God. 
And because we think that a “hyper- 
physics” is an impossibility, we agree 
with the Saturday Review of Litera- 
ture (Jan. 30, 1960) that there must be 
something wrong with a work whose 
“text . . . is so ambiguous that people 
whose views on its subject matter are 
diametrically opposed can read it with 
equal enthusiasm. ” This am- 
biguity of Teilhard’s “hyperphysics” is 
fundamental and pervades the entire 
work, vitiating much at its root that 
otherwise might have some value. 

4. Finality is not “groping chance,” 
or “trying out everything” as the author 
says. Finality and direction play a 
very important part in the synthesis he 
proposes, but we do not think science 
or phenomenology can discover at this 
level the purpose which is operative in 
existing things that science studies, as 
it is also operative in man. As a matter 
of fact, we must say that Fr. Teilhard 
has not found the final cause or direc- 
tion in becoming, if the direction which 
cosmic evolution follows is reduced to 
“groping chance.” This is no founda- 
tion on which to disprove the assertions 
of atheists that the world can be ex- 
plained without providence. Finality 
supposes pre-determination to one goal 
rather than another. “Groping chance” 
is not this. Had Teilhard introduced 
a concept of finality established meta- 
physically, he could very well have dis- 
cussed the direction which undoubtedly 
is to be found in this world. But then 
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he would not have been writing a pure 
“hyperphysics” that prepares the 
ground for the generalizations of meta- 
physics and provides the latter the nec- 
essary liberty to exist. 

5. It is one thing to point out the 
harmony between the natural aspira- 
tions of men and their supernatural 
destiny. It is quite another to affirm 
that evolution is a magnificent means 
of feeling at one with God; that evolu- 
tion has infused new blood into Christi- 
anity; that Christianity is destined to 
save and supplant evolution, because it 
fulfills all the conditions of the religion 
of the future. It is not perfectly clear 
in the system of Teilhard that the super- 
natural religion of Catholicity is not 
merely a necessary postulate of the evo- 
lutionary process; that the doctrine of 
the Mystical Body of Christ is not con- 
vertible with some form of evolutionary 
socialism as the final term of the entire 
process of evolution. The phenomeno- 
logical method, as he uses it, divorced 
from theology, is not designed to render 
the truths of the gratuity of grace and 
its mysterious character as clearly and 
unequivocally as these ought to be pre- 
sented. 

6. In treating of evil, this author fails 
to distinguish at all between moral and 
physical evil. Evil as such, he appears 
to hold in a final appendix, is a neces- 
sary by-product of “groping chance” 
which guides the evolutionary process 
toward Omega. Indeed, the entire evo- 
lutionary process could not have been 
other than it is. We do not see how 
these views can be squared with ele- 
mentary Catholic teaching on the radi- 
eal contingency of the world and, in 
particular, the origin of moral evil. We 
are amazed that these simple truths, and 
important distinctions, known to any 
good Catholic layman, should have 
escaped this priest. 

Nor is the consideration of evil in- 








"ESS 
vo- 
een 
1OW 
le- 
di- 

In 
We 
and 
any 
ave 


in- 





TEILHARD DE CHARDIN: 


cidental, as Fr. Teilhard claims, to his 
main theme. This claim is difficult to 
understand since he also states that evil 
is necessary to evolution. We think 
that he has quite arbitrarily selected 
the subject matter of his “hyperphys- 
ies,” leaving out such embarrassing 
topics as the origin of moral evil, and 
that he could not have done otherwise, 
given the ambiguity of his “hyper- 
physics.” 


CONCLUSION 


The foregoing criticisms are not the 
fruit of a morbid fear of some possible 
evolution of the body of the first man. 
Neither are they the result of a dislike 
for intellectual progress and a corre- 
sponding love of the “good old days.” 
They are inspired by a concern over 
confusions on matters fundamental to 
our holy religion that so abound in this 
work. As Fr. Teilhard himself admits, 
the evolutionary synthesis he expounds 
goes much further than mere biology, or, 
conversely, biology has been extended 
much further than we would care to 
extend it, so far indeed that the author 
of The Phenomenon of Man can de- 
scribe the Incarnation and Redemption 
as “a prodigious biological operation.” 
We believe that the ambiguities and 
questionable assertions he makes on 
themes which are also treated in the- 
ology and metaphysics are not inci- 
dental to the synthesis as such. They 
are a consequence of a fundamental 
misconception of the relations between 
science and metaphysies and theology, 
coupled with a novel terminology coined 
by Teilhard to fit the original and 
rather unorthodox notions of a “hyper- 
physies.”’ 

It may seem that we have quoted 
him out of context; that our strictures 
are exaggerated. We should like to 
confess here that it has been very diffi- 
cult to condense the ideas of Fr. Teil- 


AMBIGUITY BY DESIGN 


hard and our observations on him into 
these few pages. Neither the “inevita- 
ble blurring,” nor the novel terminol- 
ogy, nor his noesis have made the task 
easier. We do not, however, believe 
we have misunderstood or misrepre- 
sented in any substantial way the basic 
position of the author. A close analy- 
sis, we feel, would bear us out. 

Nor are we alone in judging this 
work dangerous, because it is confusing 
and misleading on fundamentals. On 
November 30, 1957, the Sacred Congre- 
gation of Seminaries and Universities, 
in a letter to all local ordinaries, ordered 
the book removed from seminary li- 
braries. A pari, we do not think that 
The Phenomenon of Man is without 
danger for the faith of a Catholie un- 
trained in the subtleties of metaphysics 
and theology and their relations to 
phenomenology. As for the non-Cath- 
olic, we think this work deceptive and 
not at all representative of Catholic 
orthodoxy, for it compromises where 
compromise is impossible. 

We do not agree that this work of 
Fr. Teilhard de Chardin is the greatest 
Catholic book of the century or a mile- 
stone in the history of intellectual prog- 
ress, as some have pretended. We have 
very serious reservations on the meth- 
ods by which Fr. Teilhard has achieved 
his objectives. While he was a person 
well-liked and respected in non-Cath- 
olic intellectual circles, especially 
scientific, we nevertheless believe that 
in presenting Catholic views to his 
modern audience he has sought too 
much for respectability. He has been 
too much influenced by elements of 
modern thought irreconcilable with 
Catholic doctrine. 

Despite his positive achievements, he 
has constructed a “hyperphysies” that 
inevitably leads to blurring and error 
in fundamentals. It is, alas, ambiguity 
by design. 








Jeremias Speaks 
to Priests of 1960 


_ THOUSAND YEARS before St. 
Augustine wrote his famous book, a 
prophet member of the Old Testament 
priesthood wrote his own “Confessions,” 
which, though less known, are even 
more pertinent to the life and needs of 
the Christian in the world today. In 
Jeremias’ questions and prayers and in 
the words of God answering his weak- 
nesses and doubts, there is to be found 
a consoling and invigorating lesson on 
the prophetic vocation which every 
priest. shares. 


CONVERSATION WITH GOD 
ABOUT HIS VOCATION 


Much of the background for the 
character and problems encountered by 
Jeremias is to be found in the first 
chapter of his book, in which are re- 
lated his birth and undisturbed youth 
as a member of a priestly family living 
at Anatot, a suburb of the Holy City, 
Jerusalem. In the year 626 B.c., when 
Jeremias was still only a young man 
(not a “boy” as translated by Douay), 





Many a zealous priest 
has been rewarded for ex- 
pression of that zeal by 
slinging criticism, even 
from his own. There is 
more than mere aca- 
demic value in Father 
McGovern’s treatment 
here. 

Our author is Professor 
of Scripture at Mary- 
knoll, New York. 
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By JOHN J. MeGOVERN, M.M. 


this idyllic existence was shattered for- 
ever; no longer was he to remain on 
the sidelines of history. 
mias’ own words describing his voca- 
tion: “The word of the Lord came to 
me, saying: ‘Before I formed you in 
the womb of your mother I chose you, 


We have Jere- 


and before you were born I consecrated 
you as a prophet to the nations.’ ” 
Jeremias’ reaction was swift—a_re- 
fusal: “Oh no, Lord God, I am not able 
to speak your word, for I am only a 
youth.” Recoiling before a_trouble- 
filled future, Jeremias uses the excuse 
of his own immaturity and lack of 
prestige, the difficulty he will have in 
speaking to and convincing the elders 
of the people. (In the Hebrew there 
is no suggestion of the stuttering “A a 
a” of St. Jerome’s translation; the word 
is rather one of dismay and sorrow.) 

The divine answer comes back with 
equal swiftness; it amounts to a relent- 
less rejection of his false humility and 
diffidence: “Do not say, ‘I am only a 
youth,’ but go to all to whom I shall 
send you, and all that I command you, 
speak!” And then, understanding his 
apprehension, “Do not be afraid of 
them—I am with you to protect you. 
This is a divine promise.” 

With that there began for Jeremias 
a life that was in many respects a slow 
martyrdom. For one thing, the mes- 
sage with which he was entrusted by 


God, one of conversion and trust in 
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JEREMIAS SPEAKS TO PRIESTS OF 1960 


Him, was accompanied by threats of 
the destruction of Jerusalem, the sacred 
city he loved so well. He had no liking 
at all for this role of bringer of evil 
tidings. Left to himself he would have 
fled to a place of solitude, away from 
the ungrateful and rebellious nation: 
“Who will give me in the wilderness a 
lodging place, and I will leave my peo- 
ple’ (9, 1). Instead he was forced to 
stay, to see his warnings disregarded, 
and the resultant ravaging of his coun- 
try during the forty years of his active 
ministry. He had an unpopular mes- 
sage, but it was God’s message, and he 
had to proclaim it, come what may: “IJ 
have not pressed you to send evil, nor 
have | wanted the day of disaster, you 
know it; that which I spoke was before 
you.” Humble and affectionate as Jere- 
mias was by nature and inclination, yet 
in the divine plan he was to be turned 
into “a man of strife, of contradiction 
to all the land” (15, 10). Much later 
a child with the definitive message of 
salvation will bring this line of proph- 
ets to its fulfillment, and be greeted 
with an ominously similar salutation: 
“This child is destined for the downfall 
and for the rise of many in Israel, and 
for a sign that shall be contradicted”’ 
(Lk. 2, 34). 


DISCOURAGEMENT BESETS 
THE “TROUBLE-MAKER” 


Jeremias’ constant preaching theme, 
“repent, or else . . .,”’ stirred the mur- 
derous enmity of his fellow citizens of 
Anatot, his friends, and relatives, thus 
adding another burden to his tender 
soul. He faced now what he had feared 
from the beginning: he was regarded as 
a seditious trouble-maker by kings, 
princes and priests; he was openly per- 
secuted, struck, imprisoned, and _at- 
tempts were made on his life. His nat- 
ural reaction was a longing to give up 
his prophetic mission, and drift along 


with the tide of laissez faire and po- 
litical opportunism that was seeping 
through the country. Yet this longing 
was not now the only force within him. 
The divine message, the need to fulfill 
his prophetic mission, had become a 
burning fire within him, urging him al- 
most against his will back into the 
fight: 


I said to myself, “I will not think any 

more about him, 

or speak any more in his name,” 

but it is within me like a devouring 

fire, 

I am weary holding it in, and I can- 

not (20, 9). 

This thrusting back upon himself 
and thence on the strength of God to 
live his awesome vocation was com- 
pounded by the bitter loneliness to 
which he found himself exposed. He 
was the bearer of an uncomfortable 
message, and his people avoided him: 
“the word of the Lord has become for 
me a reproach and a derision all the 
day long” (20, 8). God had imposed 
three further sacrifices on him as part 
and sign of his prophetic mission: cel- 
ibacy: “You shall not take a wife, 
neither shall you have sons and daugh- 
ters in this place’ (16, 2); separation 
from normal social life, both in ban- 
quets of rejoicing and collective funeral 
“Enter not into the house where 
there is a feast, neither go to mourn nor 
to comfort them, because I have taken 
away my peace from this people, my 
love and my acts of mercy, says the 
Lord” (16, 5). 

Overwhelmed by all these forces 
pressing in on him, in his “Confessions” 
he turned to God with prayers which, 
for their vehemence: -and - daring ~ fa- 
miliarity with God, had never before 
been equalled. In their written form 
these prayers give us a picture of a 
noble soul wrestling with the trials 
linked with his vocation, and coming 


rites: 
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THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


out victorious with a message that has 
an austere vigor equally applicable to 
our own time and situations. 


DIVINE DEMANDS REPEATED 


In the confession, one of five, that 
runs from Jer. 15, 10-21, we find Jere- 
mias complaining at the sorrow-filled 
life to which he has been born, at the 
unjust accusations that meet him every 
time he corrects the people. In v. 16 
he recalls with familiar longing the 
days when everything seemed to go so 
well, the days of his spring fervor as ¢ 
prophet: “Thy words were found, and 
I did eat them, and thy word was to me 
a joy, and gladness of my heart . 
because I bore your name.” Then comes 
the ever-present awareness of the lonely 
service to which he was vowed: “TI sat 
not in the company of rejoicers . . . I 
sat alone, because thou hast filled me 
with the message of thy wrath.” The 
following verse continues his complaint 
at the drawn-out misery of his condi- 
tion: “Why is my sorrow become per- 
petual, my wound incurable, and unable 
to be healed?” 

Under the pressure of all these ten- 
sions, and sorrows, and the seeming 
hopelessness of his prophetic task of 
conversion, he urges one last petition 
for some sort of relief: “Ah, are you 
going to become for me a deceitful 
brook, a water source that cannot be 
relied on?” This comes with specially 
astonishing poignancy from the prophet 
who has expressed his own astonish- 
ment at the people of Judah preferring 
the cracked and bone-dry cisterns of 
pagan alliances to the divine rivers of 
living water (2, 12-13). 
promise to be verified in every case ex- 


Is the divine 


cept his own, now that he needs help? 
This vigorous and dramatic plea for re- 
assurance and encouragement in his 
mission brings him a divine answer that 
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is typical of God’s dealings with His 
chosen ones. 

God’s answer, contained in the next 
three verses, is not a lifting of the bur- 
dens of his office, but rather a call to 
lay aside his weakness and impatience 
and to recognize the dignity and all- 
importance of his calling: 


If you are converted, I will restore 
you, 

And you shall stand again in my 
service. 

If you express noble thoughts, and 
not common ones, 

You shall serve as my mouth (20, 
19). 


Note how clear, direct and almost se- 
vere is the divine answer. There is no 
heaping-up of words of praise for his 
past faithful service. It is almost as 
if we had a foretaste of the later lesson 
given to the Apostles, the prophets of 
the New Testament: “Even so you 
also, when you have done everything 
that was commanded you, say ‘we are 
unprofitable servants; we have only 
done what it was our duty to do’” (Lk. 
17,10). St. Paul, in a similar situation 
in which he asked to be relieved from 
an apostolic trial, was given the same 
positive remedy: “Concerning this | 
thrice besought the Lord that it might 
leave me. And he said to me: ‘My 
grace is sufficient to thee, for strength 
is made perfect in weakness’” (2 Cor. 
12, 9). 

Jeremias here, too, is urged to fill the 
office for which he was called, and whieh 
he accepted, to turn to a_ vigorous 
preaching of God’s word. He is not to 
“water down” his divinely-given mes- 
sage with his own human frailties or 
the uninformed and purely human 
views of his hearers. To have that hap- 
pen, he is reminded, would be to reverse 
the proper order of things. He was 
placed there as a prophet for one rea- 


son: “they shall turn to thee 
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JEREMIAS SPEAKS TO PRIESTS OF 


thou shalt not be turned to them.” The 
prophet, whatever be the century in 
which he lives, is to lift the people up 
to his own level, to God’s level. He is 
drawn theirs, 
whether by his own natural timidity, 
his awareness of his defects, or his lik- 
ing for tranquility and popularity. 


not to be down to 


DIVINE REWARD ASSURED 


To the prophet’s momentary weak- 
ness God answers with a simple repeti- 
tion to him of His promise made at the 
time of his veecation: 


I will make you to this people an un- 
shakeable wall of bronze, 

They shall fight you, 

But they shall not prevail. 

For I am with you, to save you, and 
deliver you. 

Thus speaks the Lord. 


There is no taking back of the divine 
message or of Jeremias’ vocation; no 
weakening of God's loving hold on His 
chosen one; no concession to cowardice, 
but rather an effective encouragement. 
The effect-producing aspect of it is the 
reminder of the grace promised him in 
his vocation, that grace which is avail- 
able and operative throughout his life. 

Did he aecept it? 
fearless prophetic activity shows that 
he did, that he remained faithful and 
vigorous in his unpopular but so neces- 


His continued and 


sary prophetic role. Still to come were 
imprisonment, ill treatment, and near- 
death at the time of Jerusalem’s cap- 
ture; abduction to Egypt by a band of 
his fellow Jews, and continued persecu- 
tion there when he took up his preach- 
Tradition fittingly tells 
of his final death as a martyr by ston- 


ing once again. 


Ing in that far-distant pagan land; it 
Was a fitting end to a life in which grace 
triumphed over rebellious nature, end- 


1960 


ing in a martyr’s death on foreign soil 
for the timid suburbanite of Anatot. 

Unshakeable fidelity to God, con- 
stant zealous reliance on the grace of 
our vocation, and a clear-eyed accept- 
ance of the “prophetic” aspect of our 
priestly vocation—these are the les- 
sons to be drawn from the 2600-year- 
old “Confessions” of the prophet from 
Anatot. 
was not to end there. 

Some two hundred years later the 
same plea for deliverance from a bur- 
densome vocation was to be uttered by 
the Servant of Yahweh for whom Jere- 
mias may well have served as a model. 


Jeremias’ mission, however, 


This mysterious servant also was sur- 


rounded by a people indifferent to his 
preaching and message, and they re- 
acted in much the same way: “And I 
said, ‘I have labored in vain, I 
spent my strength without cause, and 
in vain.’” And to him there came that 
same divine reassurance, and he is able 
to continue: “And yet, my just vin- 
dication is with the Lord, and my re- 
ward is with my God” (Is. 49, 4). 
Several centuries more were to pass 
before this divine lesson in fidelity to 
vocation reached its perfect exemplifi- 


have 


cation in the person of Our Lord in the 


agony in the Garden: “And he began 


to be saddened and_ exceedingly 
troubled. Then he said to them, ‘My 


And 


coing forward a little, he fell prostrate 


soul is sad even unto death 


and prayed, saying, ‘Father, if it be pos- 
sible, let this cup pass away from me; 
yet not as I will, but as thou willest.’ ” 
The answer came, and Christ took and 
gave us for imitation the only valid and 
saving reaction—a model for all priests 
of all “Behold the hour is at 


hand ... rise, let us go.” 


time: 
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Smoothing Clerical Edges 


, FIRST TIME I heard it said 
of a fellow-priest: “I like Father. He 
always seems so human,” I must have 
reacted sharply with feelings of shock, 
surprise, anger, and with the hope that 
the same would never be said of me. 
Somehow, it seemed at that time that 
it would have been more of a compli- 
ment if the person had said, “I like 
Father. He always seems so holy... ” 
That was thirteen years ago. 

The layman’s choice of the word “hu- 
man” might not have been precise 
enough, even for a young theologian 
who had just managed to pass his ex- 
amination without flubbing too many 
answers. However, I came to learn that 
the word “human” (in the estimation of 
the lay person) did not mean Father 
was a regular Joe who could match the 
best of them drink for drink. Neither 
did it mean that he lacked dignity and 
was recognized as a padre only when he 
wore his ecassock or Roman collar. 


“OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS” 


Thirteen years, three parishes, and a 
lot of missions later, I have come to 
learn that in the estimation of the lay 





Father Morin has been 
an assistant in a parish, 
member of the Redemp- 
torist Mission Band, 
principal of a grade and 
high school in New Or- 
leans, La., and has writ- 
ten articles for both the 
clergy and the laity. 
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By HOWARD MORIN, C.Ss.R, 


person the “human” priest is the one 
who is able, first of all, to control him- 
self admirably under most conditions. 
There are times at the parish meetings 
when the priest could very easily cut 
through all the petty jealousies of the 
women and win the floor with his boom- 
ing tones. For him, as for anyone, it 
is not easy to watch the teenagers scufi 
up the floor in the gym or break the 
chairs in the hall. However, he handles 
the situation with firmness and dignity. 
Then, too, of all the situations that can 
try the virtues acquired at the altar or 
prie-dieu is that of the two-bit lay 
“theologian” who is unafraid to wade 
into the most delicate problems of 
moral, dogma, or Scripture. “I don't 
know what you think, Father,” he says, 
“but this is the way I look at it...” 
Then he gives a dissertation on birth- 
prevention, the Trinity, what bishops 
should or should not do, and sometimes 
(if he has been exposed to the seminary) 
will even give a decision on the Joannine 
comma. 

teal self-control, even in these cir- 
cumstances, will ordinarily 
warm smile to the priest, or at least 
a calm moment of hesitation before he 
answers, or rebukes, or blows his most 


bring 4 


holy top. 


Aside from possessing self-control,§ 


the “human” priest, who is both re 
spected and loved by his people, is in 
no way “stuffy.” His training has 
lifted him high among the ranks of those 
But he is 


realistic enough to know that in the 


with a liberal education. 
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SMOOTHING CLERICAL EDGES 
hospital he is equipped neither with a 
pad for prescriptions nor the education 
for diagnosis. Ordinarily he would not 
feel competent in defending his lore of 
civil law against the opinions and de- 
cisions of judges and lawyers in a 
knock-down-drag-’em-out court drama. 
At the same time, he is capable of 
speaking and dealing intelligently not 
only with the learned, but even with the 
most ignorant of his parishioners. He 
can usually ride the crest and trough of 
even the ridiculous arguments 
against the Church and her decisions. 
Somehow or other, if he listens long 


most 


enough, and answers calmly enough, he 
will be able to save the principles for 
which he would willingly die—‘‘but not 
now, Lord!” 

And speaking of principles, it is one 
thing to uphold them because of their 
invincible truth, and another thing to 
be infallibly inflexible with them when 
they concern an area of doubt. 
crack theologians can see the wisdom 
of jumping out the window into the net 
The 
priest who understands human nature 
never feels guilty or sorry that he has 
to carry out the dicta of Christ and His 
Church. When dealing with an invalid 
marriage that “can’t be touched,” the 
human priest is capable of meeting the 
situation head-on without flinching. 
But, at the same time, he doesn’t cram 
the awful truth down the throats of the 
unfortunate couple so as to choke them. 
When there is hope that they will fol- 
iow his instructions for their own wel- 
fare, he doesn’t hesitate to advise them. 
But he does not nail down the cover of 
God’s providence so tightly that even 
the legions of guardian angels would 
have a hard time in prying it loose. 


Even 


of “probable” and “less probable.” 


“I’M SUPERNATURALIZED!” 


We priests run the risk, at times, of 
becoming overly objective if we try to 


defend our faults by saying that we are 
not to be natural and human, but super- 
natural. Rightly understood, we are 
not to be hog-tied to natural things, be- 
‘ause our work deals in an economy that 
rises above material considerations. 
But to be fully human, even while deal- 
ing with the supernatural, is a narrow 
down which not many 
priests go. Nor would it do us much 
good to boast too loudly about our dedi- 
cation to the supernatural. Such a 
boast could very easily melt under the 
light of honest scrutiny, could very 
easily crumble to bits the next time we 
stood before the Blessed Sacrament 
after the Consecration. St. Paul has 
something about being “all things to all 
men.” This, of course, does not mean 
you have to drive a bakery truck to 
show the driver he is spending too much 
time in the tavern. But it does mean 
that you can be considerate enough and 
understanding enough to help him find 
out why. 

Be that as it may, there is some con- 
sideration that must be given to the 
fact that we priests are celibates and 
that we do live without the inherent 
graciousness and charm usually given 
by female companionship. This is our 
life. The regrets are only fleeting, and, 
thank God, they found a harmless word 
for it: “temptation.” All of us are 
dedicated sincerely to a life without a 
wife, without a family. We felt that 
we could take it, as Christ said. And 
so we are celibates, even though we 
know that God Himself has said, “It 
is not good for man to be alone.” 

And because we do live alone in this 
sense, we are capable of falling prey 
to a horde of ugly faults that can hinder 
our work and the salvation of souls. 
This is not necessarily so, but it can 
happen. 

Lack of self-control and restraint in 
trying circumstances can lead, more or 
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less, to a sort of brutality. You don’t 
have to beat someone over the head with 
a meat cleaver to be brutal. A priest 
can be brutal by a quick, unfounded 
judgment of the lay person’s “utter stu- 
pidity.” He can be brutal when he 
knocks the props out from under all 
authority other than his own. Humor 
is one thing; but when it cuts and 
bruises the tender feelings of another, it 
ean sting more than a whiplash. Even 
the upholding of religious bromides by 
one in authority can be brutal when 
used against a defenseless subordinate. 

There still remains within the priest- 
hood a great deal of respect for ecclesi- 
astical authority, even when it is ob- 
jectively brutal. But when one in au- 
thority cuts deep into the marrow of 
feelings, there is much to be said for the 
little guy who doesn’t talk back. He 
knows “the boss may not always be 
right; but he is always the boss.” This 
consideration has kept the ordinary, 
hard-working, good, “human’’ priest 
from lashing back at 
seemingly empty statements of author- 
ity. 


some of the 


DRY VESSELS 


Which leads me to another fault of 
celibates, recognized quietly by our- 
selves and vociferously, at times, by the 
laity. If we have no substitute or com- 
pensation in divine things for a wife 
and family, we can easily become empty 
and dry, especially in our sermons. 

What is the reason for the general 
dislike among the laity for sermons? 
Not only among the laity, but even 
among the clergy! The priest who tells 
the preacher at the Forty Hours not to 
make it “too long” is the same priest 
who will hold his own people on Sunday 
morning so long there is bound to be a 
traffic jam in the parking lot afterwards. 

Aside from the external circumstance 
of parking because of a closely follow- 
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ing Mass, the length of the sermon or 
talk is not the major fault of many a 
A long sermon, if it is interest- 
(I am not 


priest. 
ing, actually seems short. 
hereby advocating long 
Often a priest who is well prepared can 
say in seven minutes what it would take 
another to expound (in a dark manner) 
over a period of twenty-five minutes. 
The root of the problem lies in our gen- 
eral dryness and emptiness. 
age Sunday morning Gospel is read 
without life or real spiritual tone be- 
cause we fail to prepare it adequately, 
even though it is a matter of familiar- 


sermons. } 


The aver- 


ity. The same could be said generally 
about the recitation of the Leonine 
prayers after Mass. 

None of us like to be ground to 
powder on the wheel of laical criticism; 
but an occasional honest scrutiny of 
ourselves might result in a more real- 
istic approach to the people which, in 
turn, would render the criticism base- 
less. Such a look at ourselves might 
tell us that it is an important matter to 
pick and choose, for example, the tele- 
vision programs that are worthy of our 
minds and objectives. It is much 
simpler, of course, to turn the television 
on at six-thirty and let it run till 
twelve. Meantime, our only exercise, 
mental or otherwise, is to get up occa- 


I think 


the average priest realizes (when view- 


sionally to switch the channel. 


ing a raucous television show) that it 
would be far better to employ his time 
in an honest study of his profession. 
The gap of emptiness would then be 
closed, the font of our profession would 
flow freely once again, and the sermons 
would be better. 


This does not mean that we are tof 


be employed only with our work or 
prayers. We are not all equipped 
physically or emotionally to hit the ball 
at a feverishly consistent pace. Most of 


us need the relaxation, say, of a little 
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SMOOTHING CLERICAL EDGES 


golf once in a while. But to expect: to 
become primus inter pares in golf is 
beyond the realm of probability for 
most of us. This presupposes a grooved 
swing and much practice and more time 
than we can afford without becoming 
dry and empty in our real profession. 
The same holds true for cards, movies, 
or any other form of recreation. With 
recreation and relaxation kept in a 
proper balance, however, we shall not 
find ourselves solving the most difficult 
anxieties of lay people with watered- 
down principles of asceticism. Such as: 
“Everything, I am sure, will turn out 
all right.” Or, “Let God take care of 
this; we all have a cross to carry, and 
this is yours.”” “I am sure many bless- 
ings will come to you because of this.” 

There is a natural tendency, as years 
go on, for all of us to become “mere 
officials” in work. This can be 
another fault of celibates. “I have to 
say the rosary at the funeral parlor to- 


our 


night” is a frequent statement that gives 
an insight into the priest’s own outlook 
“T got to say my Office.” 
All the while we tend to miss the charm 


on his work. 


that our work and prayers hold for us. 
We tend to pass over the refreshing 
flow of the quiet streams, the sudden 
burst of the sunrise spoken of in Lauds; 
the honest, unabashed and pure direc- 
tion to God of all our actions in Prime. 
Even in Compline we think more of 
finishing our Office for the day than we 
do of the reality expressed in the hymn: 
that, in spite of all our dedication, we, 
too, can fall into the snare of involun- 
tary shamefulness. 


SMOOTHING THE EDGES 


If we consciously work against be- 
coming mere “officials” in our work and 
prayers, then the bum who comes to the 
door of the rectory is no longer there 
simply because he wants another “shot” 


to keep him going. The high-school 


girl wants to talk to the priest, not be- 
sause she is skirting the edges of in- 
fatuation or looking for sympathy, but 
because she has a problem she thinks he 
can solve. The man who orders a Mass 
for his aunt or grandmother might have 
come to the rectory just because he 
saw you say Mass and thought he could 
talk to you. Somehow you seemed “hu- 
man” enough to listen to his difficulty 
and not laugh. He knew you wouldn’t 
register shock if he told you he hadn’t 
been to confession for ten years. 

If we become aware of our faults 
(which are partially a natural out- 
growth of our celibacy), it is much 
sasier to work on the counteracting vir- 
tues. Take, for instance, the old- 
fashioned virtue of chivalry with 
women. Many a priest finds it exceed- 
ingly difficult to be natural in the pres- 
ence of women. With women he thinks 
he has to be oppressively witty, or he 
will clam up and be overly polite. Once 
the fault is recognized, we can work on 
a true attitude of humility or cheerful- 
ness which takes the edge off com- 
pletely. With such a true attitude, 
there is no danger of becoming the 
groom at every wedding and the corpse 
at every funeral. Likewise he will not 
pose as an encyclopedia of all facts, 
figures, and even dogmas. This way he 
will create a confidence in others be- 
cause he is well versed in his own pro- 
fession, but not infallible in all others. 
Young people, by the way, are quick to 
evaluate us as true or phony. “Father,” 
they will say, “we can talk to you, well 
—because you seem to understand us.” 

If we tend to be harsh and inflexible, 
in the pulpit or out of the pulpit, we 
shall lose the golden chance for much 
profitable work with souls. With a 
harsh exterior, even though our in- 
terior bite may be very gentle, we shall 
not develop the over-all trait of Christ 
Himself, which was amiability. “Learn 
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of me,” He said. True, there are times 
when harshness and inflexibility are the 
only means we can use in a particu- 
lar circumstance. Christ Himself 
fashioned a whip and worked up a fair- 
sized scene in the temple. But He left 
the temple that evening, and the next 
morning His amiability must have been 
apparent, for the chief priests and 
scribes and elders felt comfortable 
enough to come up and ask him by 
what authority he had done all these 
things. 


ECCLESIASTICAL BACHELORS? 


These virtues will come to us, only 
when we endeavor to compensate, with 
the assistance of divine grace, for the 
natural complements we have set aside 
by becoming celibates. The harshness, 
the dryness, the excessive objectivity to 
which we ean fall prey are the natural 
outcome of the truth: “It is not good 
for man to be alone.” Therefore we 
need prayer and meditation, and good 
reading, and wholesome recreation as 
a necessary part of our lives to keep us 
from becoming one-sided “ecclesiasti- 
cal bachelors.” 

The danger lurks in the fact that we 
consider prayer and meditation and the 
Office only as a part of our job. This 
holds true for those in authority as well. 
Many a religious superior keeps harp- 
ing on meditation, 
mainly because it is a self-evident truth, 
and they might have a hard time in 
finding fault with anything else of im- 
portance. No one objects to the self- 
evident truth, but when meditation or 


the necessity of 


preparation for Mass becomes an in- 
exorable obligation that admits of no 
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flexibility, then it no longer serves the 
purpose of compensation in our lives 
for which it was made. If meditation, 
or spiritual reading, or the rosary, or 
the Office is carried out only because it 
is an obligation, if it is carried out only 
because it gives us a feeling of doing 
the right thing or of being in accord 
with conformity, it will never reach the 
goal for which it was intended. Under 
such circumstances it can easily be- 
come abandoned temporarily, at least, 
if not for good. 

Lay people are quick to realize our 
shortcomings. Thank God, they will 
rarely openly label Father as a light- 
weight or a phony, no matter what he 
does, because they respect his office. 
However, it does not prevent them from 
mild eriticism of the parish priest or 
missionary who appears hard and in- 
flexible with others—and easy with him- 
self. 

When they see a real priest who is in 
touch with reality, who is not hiding in 
the ivory tower of clericalism, who is 
warm and understanding, they will say, 
“T like Father. He always seems to be 
so human.” This will come about by 
prayer, meditation, by understanding 
Without these helps of 


divine grace, his priesthood, no matter 


and warmth. 


how respected he is or how high he goes, 
With- 


out these he will always be on edge so 


will never reach its potential. 


that people will veer away from him 
and find it more to their liking to con- 
sult with the “human” priest whom they 
respect and love, because he _ brings 
them the help they need for the salva- 


tion of their souls. 
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Dispensers of Mysteries 


— are the “dispensers of 
the mysteries of God,” writes St. Paul 
in his first letter to the Christians at 
Corinth. Dispensers of mysteries. 
Surely this is an unconventional manner 
of speech. Just how does one (priest 
or otherwise) manage to “dispense mys- 
teries’? As an apothecary hands out 
poultices at a dispensary? Is this the 
office of the cleric of God? A kind of 
religious custodian who keeps watch 
over and, on specified occasions, doles 
out mysteries from the divine mansions? 

Yes, says St. Paul. In essence the 
priest’s function is to safeguard and to 
distribute the sacred and the secret in 
God. We may flinch a bit from the 
image of the druggist, but it was pro- 
voked by the metaphor in the epistle 
itself which is even less ceremonious. 
Paul’s “dispenser” was the manager, 
or the steward, of a Greek household. 
But he was also a slave, a bondsman, 
chattel. The author of this letter, you 
see, Was not one to bleach the color and 
vigor from his thought by any dainty 
or stylized rhetoric. What Paul wrote, 
he meant; and that meaning he ve- 
hicled in robust language. 


MYSTERY IS HIS CLIMATE 


Today a dispenser would probably be 
aranch foreman, or a plantation over- 
seer, or the major-domo of an English 
manor house. Principally, therefore, 
the dispenser is a worker, a job-holder, 
aman who superintends a defined and 
tangible area of activity. It follows, 
then, that such a worker is habitually 
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and matter-of-factly at home in the 
region entrusted to his personal enter- 
prise. 

So, too, with the priest. Like the 
dispenser, he also has his job laid out 
for him. And that job, St. Paul tells 








Currently studying ascetical theology at 
St. Robert’s Hall, Pomfret, Conn., Father 
McLaughlin’s writings on theological and 
literary subjects have appeared in Na- 
tional Review, Thought, America, Rena- 
scence, and other journals of opinion. 

The frequent allusions by Cardinal Su- 
hard to the writings of St. Paul led Father 
McLaughlin to discuss one of the cited 
texts which he regards as singularly rele- 
vant for our times. With this Pauline 
concept as its basic underpinning, the 
author believes, a theological synthesis on 
the priesthood can be erected. 





us, is mystery. Mystery is his business, 


his element, his estate, his climate. 
Whether in ceremonial robes, or black 
soutane, or clerical suit, he will think 
and work and pray in mystery. In sur- 
gery rooms and penitentiary cells; at 
highway intersections and teeming sub- 
ways; in the confessional and at the 


baptismal font; in trains and ambu- 
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lances and motorears and jeeps the 
priest will move in mystery. Hence he 
must deal with it professionally. Like 
the steward, he will both protect it and 
give it out, treasure it and hand it over 
to others. He is mystery’s God- 
appointed dispenser. 


HIGHER THAN THE ANGELS 


The full and fruitful implication of 
mystery in the priest’s life is suggested 
early to him by the symbolism and 
words of the ordination ceremony it- 
self. Thus, at the outset of the ritual, 
when the consecrating prelate lightly 
grips the head of the priest-to-be with 
his gloved hands to mark him out by an 
unmistakable designation as the one 
who will, in a matter of moments, re- 
ceive the character of the priesthood, 
the candidate is virtually assaulted by 
the magnitude and primacy of this sac- 
ramental mystery. 

Holy Orders will elevate him to the 
summit of creation, higher than any 
angel or archangel, beyond any emi- 
nence given or promised to Adam in 
Paradise. As the instrument of the 
Eternal High Priest, he will extend in 
time the redemptive work of the Second 
Person of the Blessed Trinity. The un- 
limited latitude of this exaltation stag- 
gers his human reason. There is noth- 
ing more in this life that God can give: 
His priesthood is the supreme power 
and dignity of this world. It is the 
nearest office on earth to the mission of 
His Son, Jesus Christ. 


CHRIST RE-ANGLES OUR VISION 


This mystery of God’s unique sacra- 
mental giving is echoed and counter- 
pointed in the correlative mystery of 
the priest’s call to accept it. Why, he 
wonders, did God single him out from 
all eternity and through sons and 
zeons of time to be the vessel of such 
magnificence? Why did God’s love 
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telescope on him, a fragile human with 
limited capacities for service and sanc- 
tity? Why did the Triune God extend 
to him this loving invitation to per- 
petuate on earth the mystical presence 
of Christ the High Priest? 

Just when the young priest feels that 
he will dissolve in this ocean of mystery, 
he is buoyed up by the words of the 
Savior: “You have not chosen Me; I 
have chosen you.” This affectionate 
logic does not dispel the mystery, nor 
does it make the priest any less un- 
worthy of its reception. But Christ’s 
distinction does widen and re-angle his 
vision, bringing with it reassurance and 
serenity. With the sacramental graces 
altering and enriching his soul, the sem- 
inarian sees that no creature has a “ca- 
pacity” for the priesthood, an inner 
exigency for it. The “capacity”’ is it- 
self a grace originating outside its des- 
tined receiver. It is God’s spontaneous 
offering, His personal and free gift. 

And God wants His gift to be ac- 
cepted in the manner in which it 1s 
given—without limit or distortion or 
awkwardness. Thoughts of personal 
unworthiness are so easily man-cen- 
tered, not God-centered ; how often they 
constrict God in His giving. Instead of 
our hands being outstretched to take 
hold of God’s gift, they are already oc- 
cupied in striking the breast. So the 
vandidate casts aside such protestations 
and with affection abandons himself to 
the mystery of his divine election. He 
will allow God to be God. 


NOBLESSE OBLIGE 


As the ordination ceremony advances, 
the officiating prelate places a white 
stole on the new priest, adjusting it to 
form a cross over his breast. This sym- 
bolism recalls Christ’s 
death, the mystery of divine surrender 
which will be the source of that special 
sanctification demanded by the priestly 
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DISPENSERS OF MYSTERIES 
state. To be Christ’s ambassador and 
appointed mediator before men carries 
with it, the newly ordained knows, a 
degree of honor surpassing all crea- 
turely glory. But the priest knows, too, 
that noblesse oblige is a maxium that 
has accepted currency in the super- 
natural, as well as in the natural, realm. 

The particular form which this exae- 
tion will make on the priest is his per- 
sonal holiness, the focus of his every 
duty or interest in life. Only its un- 
deviating centrality will sereen him 
from the overtures of Satan, the world 
By co-operating 
with the mysterious workings of grace, 


and his human ego. 


the chalice of the priest’s dedication ean 
be kept burnished and clean. 


MYSTERY VS. MYSTERY 


Later in the ordination rite, the 
bishop anoints the hands of the priest 
with holy oil, tracing a cross diagonally 
ever the full extent of his upturned 
palms. This ceremonial reminds the 
priest of his privilege and duty to ad- 
minister the sacraments, the seven mys- 
teries of the New Law with which 
Christ armed him to challenge and sub- 
due the mysteries of our nature. Thus 
the mystery of moral guilt and bodily 
suffering is met and eased by the mys- 
Extreme Unction; similarly, 
Baptism, the divine mystery of man’s 
rebirth, releases the child of Adam from 
original sin, the human mystery of 
his nature’s aversion from God. 

The ceremonies continue and the 
prelate hands the young priest a chalice 


tery of 


containing wine and a paten with a host 
saying to him: “Receive 
power to offer sacrifice to God and to 
celebrate Mass for the living and for 
the dead.” With this formulary the 
priest becomes Christ’s mediator, the 
office which fashions an intimacy be- 


set on it, 


tween God and man more closely re- 
sembling the bond between Christ’s di- 


vinity and humanity than any other 
union on earth. By reason of his medi- 
ation, God allows Himself to be sum- 
moned to earth during the Mass, thus 
prolonging, in time, the Incarnation of 
the Word. At the moment of consecra- 
tion the priest floods creation with all 
the power of the Godhead, gathered and 
shaped on the sacrificial altar under the 
form and figure of mystery. 


HUMANITARIAN OR THEOLOGICAL? 


At the next ritual the presiding dig- 
nitary sets his hands on the head of the 
new priest and utters the words: “Re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit. Whenever you 
remit anyone’s sins, they are remitted; 
when you retain anyone’s sins, they are 
retained.” The priest is aware, of 
course, that this communication invests 
him with the power to forgive sin. But 
he is aware, too, that before the mystery 
of divine mercy can be exercised, it 
must be voluntarily requested. 

This in turn, however, presupposes ¢ 
consciousness in man of having violated 
the divine law, thereby incurring either 
the total alienation of God’s friendship 
or the abatement of its vigor. Recog- 
nizing and admitting his moral guilt, 
the penitent indicts himself before the 
bar of heaven and requests the mystery 
of absolution from God’s functionary, 
the priest. 

The priest is eager to pardon the sin- 
ner and restore the living waters of 
grace to his soul, but sometimes he is 
blocked from so doing. Guilt-con- 
sciousness and guilt-acceptance is dis- 
agreeable to the modern temper. To- 
day’s age complains more of guilt feel- 
ings than of guilt; we are inclined to be 
more humanitarian than theological in 
our religious outlook. Hence our era 
addresses its energies and its appeal to 
the elimination of physical and psychic 
pain rather than to the repossession of 


its abandoned God. By our half-cen- 
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tury’s standards, Christ’s agony in 
Gethsemane stemmed not from the 
spectacle of sin, but from the loss of 
blood. 

In a sense this distortion is not sur- 
prising. Since the secularist wishes to 
rid the world of its sense of God, he must 
first rid it of its sense of sin. Attentive 
to this, the new priest is fixed in his 
resolve to crush those agencies which 
purpose to diminish either man’s horror 
of moral evil or the atoning values of 
physical pain, mysteries which Christ 
suffered and died to teach. 

The observance called the ‘Kissing 
of the Hands” brings the ordination 
ceremonies to a close. The mother of 
the newly ordained leaves her pew and 
is ushered to the communion rail, there 
to receive her son’s first blessing. Lift- 
ing her eyes to heaven in a gesture of 
worship, the new priest raises his right 
hand in benediction over his mother and 
pronounces the invocation: “May the 
blessing of Almighty God, the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit, descend 
upon you and remain always.” 

For the mother it is a moment of 
Inwardly 
she experiences a cry of exultation and 


almost unbearable emotion. 


joy. And this joy wells from her faith 
and reverence in the mystery of the 
sacramental character which now marks 
her son, a consecration which climaxes 
and fulfills her Catholic motherhood. 
In the galaxy of mystery these are 
not the only stars that will encompass 
and illumine the priest’s life. Their 
number and variety is inexhaustible. 
How intelligent, therefore, is that vigi- 
lance with which the priest protects the 
purity of the concept and the reality 
of mystery from those forces in the 
world which would damage or uproot 
it. To the secularism of today there is 
no area so sacred, no citadel so secret 
that it cannot be located and frag- 
mented by the tools of natural science 


730 


to the greater honor and glory of the 
human brain. There is no perfection 
so unassailable that it cannot be shat- 
tered by the breakthroughs of man’s 
research. The very transcendence of 
God Himself will be sealed, says the 
secularist, once religious worship has 
been automated, once man has graded 
his I.Q. and Rorschach tests to an In- 
finite Wisdom. Mystery is not the in- 
comprehensible; it is the temporarily 
unexplored. 

As the God-designated steward of 
mystery, the Catholic priest stands in 
uncompromising opposition to this se- 
cularist manifesto. He knows with the 
vision and the inexorable conviction of 
faith that the chasm between the in- 
finite and the finite will remain un- 
bridgeable. God will never be cut down 
to the dimensions of a standardized 
Were 
God so to lose His character of mystery, 
He would lose His character of God. 


item on the academic market. 


So, too, when man abdicates his sense 
of and commitment to mystery, he 
abdicates his identity as man, a person 
in God’s image, and denatures himself 
into a thing, a phenomenon. 

The priest knows, lastly, that it is 
precisely because the truths of our 
Faith are mysteries that they can so 
floodlight the meaning and purpose of 
human life. The sun would not have 
the energy to light up everything in the 
world if it were not blinding to the hu- 
man eye. And just as we can never 
hope to look directly into its brilliance, 
so we can never hope fully to under- 
stand God who gives light to our human 
life. But were God to put aside His 


mystery, that light would be darkened. 


This was the insight which plunged 
Paul’s thought into the heart of the 
priesthood and yielded a title for the 
one who bears its character—the Stew- 
ard of Mystery, Its Guardian and Dis- 
penser to the World. 








By 


iW 


the 
‘ion 
1at- 
an’s 
of 
the 
has 
ded 
In- 
in- 
rily 


of 
s in 
se- 
the 
1 of 
in- 
un- 
own 
ized 
ere 
ery, 
10d. 
nse 

he 
rson 
self 


lave 
the 
hu- 
ever 
nce, 
der- 
man 
His 


ned. 


iged | 


the 
the 
Lew- 
Dis- 





Roma Loc UTA 


By VERY REV. AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv., S.T.M., J.C.D., LL.B. 


Associate Editor 








Cardinal Stepinac’s Obsequies 


The late Archbishop of Zagreb was 
given a consideration in death that one 
could searcely expect from a govern- 
ment which had done all it could to 
make his life on earth a painful tragedy. 
His burial in his cathedral was allowed 
by the Communist regime, and a man- 
ifestation of devotion and piety by the 
faithful was also permitted. Referring 
to this permission as “a spark of human 
pity” (which the official Yugoslav news 
agency called “a posthumous am- 
nesty”), Pope John XXIII, in a very 
touching eulogy, spoke also of the late- 
great Cardinal’s prolonged exile in his 
native land. It was an exile, declared 
the Holy Father, notable for the 
patience and dignity with which Step- 
inac bore his persecution. This has won 
for him universal veneration and af- 
fection (L’Osservatore Romano, n. 40 
[30.308]). 

Cardinal 


Mass; the Pope gave the absolution. 


Tisserant celebrated the 
Bishop Vovk, on an ad limina visit to 
Rome, represented the hierarchy of 
Yugoslavia. A very large number of 
diplomats were on hand for the service 
at the Vatican Basilica, in addition to 


twenty-eight cardinals and a large num- 
ber of priests and religious. 

Two days after the funeral in Zagreb, 
a ranking official of Tito’s dictatorship, 
in a widely-noted speech, declared that 
it is an illusion to believe that religion 
can be abolished. The Red regime has 
simply proclaimed religion a private 
affair and “chased it out of politics,” 
but has no intention of excluding re- 
ligion otherwise from national life. 

The late Cardinal was ordained in 
1930. He had a splendid record as a 
soldier and officer in World War I. In 
World War II he defied the Nazi oc- 
cupiers of his native land and was noted 
for his protection of Jews fleeing from 
the insane hatred of the Germans. He 
had to witness the ruthless efforts of 
the Communists, under Tito, to exter- 
minate the Catholic Church. During 
the Red-inspired persecution, hundreds 
of priests were killed and all the bishops 
of the country imprisoned. 

Archbishop Stepinac’s turn came late 
in 1945 when he first was arrested. 
This was followed by his infamous 
“trial” beginning in September, 1946. 
At its close he was sentenced to sixteen 
years of hard labor as “an enemy of the 
state.” The hard labor clause was 
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never strictly enforced, and he was re- 
leased five years later, in 1951. Sent 
to his native village of Krasic and for- 
bidden to leave without official per- 
mission, he was named a cardinal by 
Pius XII in 1953 and made Primate of 
Yugoslavia. He acted as a simple par- 
ish priest to the four hundred natives of 
his village, until his death in February, 
1960. 


Further Crosses for the Cardinal 


Additional proof of the satanic vin- 
dictiveness of the Communists—if any 
is needed—is had in the ease of the 
Cardinal’s nephew, Peter Stengel. 

When still in school this young man 
was promised a scholarship if he would 
repudiate his unele. He refused. Sub- 
sequently he was physically attacked 
by three men while on a train and es- 
eaped with his life by jumping from the 
moving train. The Ministry of Edu- 
cation in Zagreb expelled him from 
school and declared him ineligible for 
any further education in Croatia. He 
was officially barred from all gainful 
employment and was later drafted into 
the army. Toward the end of 1959 he 
Was sentenced by a military court to 
five years in jail for refusal to give up 
his Faith and renounce his_ unele. 
Meanwhile, the boy’s mother, sister to 
the Cardinal, has been living in a barn. 
That has been her home since 1946 
when she, too, was declared an enemy 
of the people and all her property con- 
fiscated. 

The idea has persisted, even in some 
non-Communist quarters, that the 
Cardinal was party to “foreed conver- 
sions” of Orthodox faithful living in 
Croatia. Obviously, Catholic 
knows that faith is a gift of God and 
not by the wildest stretch of the imag- 
ination can it be supposed that the 
Archbishop would have permitted any 


every 
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compulsion to enlist members of the 
Catholie Church. 

According to the London Tablet, what 
actually happened was this. During the 
war the puppet state of Croatia ordered 
the Orthodox Church to be dissolved 
because it identified “Orthodox” with 
the hated Serbs who were undergoing a 
dreadful persecution. Many of these 
approached Catholie priests and asked 
for documents testifying as to their be- 
ing Roman Catholies, hoping by means 
of these certificates to ward off some 
measure of harm. As a humanitarian 
measure, however untheological and 
uncanonical the act may have been, 
Catholie priests often granted the re- 
quest of the beleaguered Orthodox. In 
some instances, large groups were thus 
“taken in” in a body. A similar expedi- 
ent was used during the war in favor 
of Jews in Hungary. It is probable 
that Archbishop Stepinac knew of these 
“conversions,” but permitted or at least 
condoned them out of consideration for 
the needs of the persons involved. His 
charity must be judged in the light of 
the horrors of a situation about which 
most of us ean know little or nothing. 
His record in helping oppressed Jews is 
beyond quibble. It can be readily sup- 
posed that he would not hesitate, under 
the terrible pressures of World War II, 
to permit this abuse to take place. That 
is surely miles apart from the stupid 
accusation that he countenanced the 
forcible conversion of members of the 
Orthodox Church. 


Cardinal Domenico Tardini 
to Resign? 

At this writing there are persistent 
reports from Rome to the effect that 
the Vatican Secretary of State is in 
such precarious health that his resig- 
nation fram his post is imminent. Re- 
cent pictures of him show a haggard, 
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drawn, pained visage. He is seventy- 
two years old and has said publicly that 


he is suffering from arteriosclerosis. 


“When one finds that he can no longer 


fulfill his duties,” he is quoted as having 
remarked, “it is best to step aside and 
let someone else carry on—to set a good 
example to others, too.”” This eminent 
prelate has served in the Secretariat of 
State since 1921, and was named by 
Pope John XXIII as Secretary of State 
in December, 1958. 


Church Financial Scandals 
in Austria 


We've looked in vain for notice in 
Yoman sources relative to a very shock- 
ing development in Austria. The re- 
liable London Tablet carried the ac- 
count, and there can be no question 


about Rome’s own concern over the 
cause célébre. Briefly, here are the 
facts. 


Shortly before Christmas, 1959, Jo- 
seph Wimmer, a layman in his late six- 
ties and hitherto a trusted financial 
agent for the archdiocese of Vienna, was 
sentenced by a civil court to seven years 
of penal servitude. His dishonesty, in- 
volving large sums of Chureh money, 
was revealed over four years ago, but 
Cardinal Innitzer (who died about the 
same time) decided against prosecuting 
the agent. Some two years later, how- 
ever, the civil officials instituted crim- 
Wimmer as 
well as against Dr. Joseph Sehmid, chief 


inal proceedings against 


legal adviser to the arehdiocese until his 
dismissal from that post in 1955, and 
Alfred Svoboda, an industrialist also 
concerned with Chureh finances. 
Diocesan officials testified at the trial 
that Wimmer and Schmid had used 
their official positions to sell “the good 
name of the Chureh in the market 
place.” It did not appear that Wimmer 
personally made any money from his 


Indeed, the cireum- 
stances of his crime are somewhat ex- 
tenuating: he had used diocesan funds 
to engage in commercial transactions 
with a view to financing certain dioc- 
esan enterprises. But when his deals 


malfeasance. 


fell through, he commenced to manip- 
ulate the accounts of the Church in or- 
der to cover up. Although Wimmer was 
found guilty and sentenced, Schmid and 
Svoboda were both acquitted. 

The entire smelly business has been 
exploited by those with an ax to grind, 
i.e., by anti-clerical elements and by 
those who have consistently opposed 
Church taxation, introduced by Hitler 
into Austria after the Anschluss. This 
“Church tax” benefits all recognized re- 
ligious bodies in Austria, and it is not 
strictly a tax but a kind of enforced 
contribution which the Church itself 
must collect. This system will now be 
altered to one by which the Austrian 
government will pay an annual sum to 
the Church Finance Office, which will 
in turn pay clerical salaries. Formerly, 
the government paid only priests who 
teach religion in public schools. 

An additional irritant was added to 
the situation because the government 
only recently passed a much-disputed 
law ordering the restoration to the 
Church, during this ensuing year, of all 
properties seized by the Nazis and held 
by the state since the termination of 
World War II. 

Since the end of Wimmer’s trial, 


Cardinal Koenig issued this public 


statement: “The Church realizes the 
consequences of this betrayal of trust 
by men placed high in her confidence. 
The moral harm done far outweighs the 
material losses. The way is now opened 
for the Church’s enemies to confuse the 
mind of the faithful. We must remem- 
ber, however, to distinguish between the 
infallibility of the Church and the fal- 


733 








THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


libility of the human nature which 
serves it.”’ 

One very striking development is this. 
The Church in Austria will, from now 
on, publish a full statement of its fi- 
nancial condition. And to assure that 
the figures released to the public are 
accurate, a special office is being estab- 
lished to audit all accounts prior to their 
being made a matter of public record. 
We know of nowhere else in the world 
where all the finances of a diocese are 
thus revealed. 


Priests at the Olympics? 


In a recent column we referred to the 
provisions of the recent Roman Synod, 
mentioning the restriction on clerical 
attendance at sports events. This poses 
an interesting difficulty in view of the 
fact that the 1960 Olympic Games will 
be held in Rome. The rumor in Rome 
appears to be that the ban on priests 
and religious attending the international 
athletic events will be extended only to 
such as are “residents” of Rome. This 
would mean, presumably, those who 
have at least a quasidomicile there. 
Thus, while cleries visiting the Eternal 
City would be at liberty to attend the 
Games, those regularly living there 
would not. A better interpretation, and 
more comforting to the athletic-minded 
priests currently assigned to Rome, is 
that the statutes of the recent Synod 
will not be promulgated until the con- 
clusion of the 1960 Olympics. 

The difficulty stems from the word- 
ing of Art. 83: “All priests, ecclesias- 
tical students and religious of both 
sexes, whether living or merely staying 
for a short time in Rome, are altogether 
forbidden to attend any public spec- 
tacula which are held in places other 
than those managed or approved by ec- 


clesiastical authority.” Spectacula in- 


cludes athletic contests. It will be in- 
teresting to see how the thing works out, 
but we’d guess that you’ll see priests at 
the Games if you attend. 


Utopian Hopes 


Commentators in Italy and elsewhere 
viewed Italian President Gronchi’s re- 
cent trip to Moscow as a kind of prel- 
ude to a reconciliation between the 
U.S.S.R. and the Church. L’Osserva- 
tore Romano scotched this talk in writ- 
ing editorally: “As anyone can see, 
these are hopes of which the kindest 
thing that can be said is that they are 
Utopian” (N. 33 [30.301]). Relative 
to reports that there was a substantial 
opinion among the cardinals of the 
Chureh which favored an attempt to 
reestablish relations with countries of 
“the Church of Silence” on the political 
level, the Vatican daily commented: 
“These are idle dreams, and ought to be 
treated as such.” 

It is interesting to note, however, that 
the newest volume of Attivita della 
Sante Sede reveals that the Congre- 
gation of the Sacraments plans to send 
a special commission to Communist 
countries, including Russia, to try and 
determine the whereabouts of missing 
persons involved in marriage cases be- 
fore the Holy See. 
number of instances where the husbands 
of women have been missing in those 


There are a large 


countries since the war, and the purpose 
of the commission would be to find out 
if the women are now widows and so 
free to remarry. The Congregation 
feels that such a mission might be sue- 
cessful in the atmosphere of eased in- 
ternational tension. One cannot but 
wish them, even from this distance, a 
very safe and fruitful investigation into 
the Red-controlled files. 
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in- To Kiss a Wife’s Ring (Cont'd. ) may be gained only on the day of the 
out, In last month’s column we gave a wedding itself. This correction notes 
ais: translation of the indulgence granted to ‘tat through a typographical ve the 
spouses kissing the wife’s wedding ring. WOFds “celebrations nuptarum — 
The text of the decree from the Sacred omitted after “semel ” die. "So couples 
Apostolic Penitentiary clearly indi- who ssaielenisd daily kissing the wife’s 
eated that this indulgence of three hun- wedding ring (and we fondly hope that 
here dred days could be gained once a day. they run into the hundreds of thou- 
re- A subsequent edition of the Acta Apos- sands) are doing a good thing, all right, 
rel- tolicae Sedis (LII, p. 62), however, ear- but so far as gaining the indulgence is 
the ries a notification that this indulgence concerned—that’s another matter. 
rva- 
vrit- 
see, | May We Suggest? 
dest 
are 
tive This is ordination time, and so the memory of every priest turns back the 
ntial pages of the years to the glorious days when he too became an alter Christus 
ee and celebrated his first Mass. The passage of time may indeed have dimmed 
t to his vision (ever so slightly), but undimmed is his love for his priesthood. 
s of When an older priest sees a younger one taking his place in the ranks, 
tical clear-browed and brimming with plans for all the good he hopes to achieve 
ted: for God and souls, the veteran of the campaigns is so often tempted to offer 
o be sage counsel from the treasure house of his own experience. But perhaps he 
feels at the same time a sense of diffidence in setting himself up as a sage 
that whose wisdom is precisely what the younger man needs. And so he says 
lella very little about how the battles in the vineyard are to be fought. 
\gre- Now, we don’t pretend that any magazine, however so well-rounded and 
send abreast of current developments in the priests’ world, is going to take the 
inist place of sound and personal (and warmly paternal) assistance the older 
and generation can offer the younger. We aren’t saying to our present subscri- 
ssing bers: “Father, just subscribe to HPR for that to-be-ordained or just- 
; be- ordained young man, and you will have done all you can to provide him 
arge with information and inspiration for the ministry which awaits him.” 
ands Heaven forbid! But we do make bold to say: “THE HoMILETIC AND Pas- 
hose TORAL REVIEW is one of the better gifts you can secure for your ordinandi 
‘pose friends. It is written with one aim in mind—to help Catholic priests be 
1 out more effective instruments in the hands of God by providing them with up- 
d so to-date, authoritative and readable articles on a vast number of aspects of 
ition priestly work.” 
suc- May we suggest, Father, gift subscriptions as ordination presents? We 
1 in- are happy to make the special offer of $4.00 per twelve issues instead of the 
but usual $6.00. Simply send us the name and address of the ordinandi to whom 
ce, a we shall direct HPR, together with your name, and we shall immediately 
into send a gift card in your name. 
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Another Advocate 


Feast of Pentecost 


“But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things” (Gospel). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Pentecost is the fulfillment of a promise. 
(2) False christs, false prophets—and_ the 
living Church in which indwells -the 
Spirit of Truth. 
(3) The gifts of knowledge, understanding, 





wisdom. 

(4) Conclusion: Let us always relish what 
ws right and rejoice in the consolation 
of the Spirit of Truth. 


On Pentecost Sunday we celebrate 
the fulfillment of a promise. The Gos- 
pel of the Mass of today is taken from 
our Blessed Lord’s discourse at the Last 
Supper. In the same chapter from the 
Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 
sixteenth verse, Christ made the follow- 
ing promise: “I will ask the Father and 
he will give you another Advocate to 
dwell with you forever, the Spirit of 
Truth” (16, 16). While He walked the 
earth, Christ was the Advocate, the sure 
teacher and guide of men in all truth. 
The Holy Spirit would now come to 
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dwell within the Chureh and her mem- 
bers to teach and to guide them in all 
truth. 


FALSE CHRISTS AND PROPHETS— 
AND CHRIST’S GUARANTEE 


In an age that is misdirected by error, 
falsehood and intrigue the promise and 
its fulfillment are a directive and a 
consolation. The proper object of the 
created mind of man is not error or 
falsehood, but truth. The question 
should arise: “Where is truth?” How 
ean we be certain that what we learn 
and know, especially that which is es- 
sential to our eternal welfare, is the 
absolute truth? The answer is found 
in Pentecost, the fulfillment of the 
promise of Our Savior, when the Spirit 
of Truth descended upon the Chureh 
and the Apostles. Christ had said, “I 
am the way and the truth and the life” 
(Jn. 16, 6). Now it would be the 
Chureh that must be looked to and 
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ANOTHER ADVOCATE 


followed, if one would find the truth. 

The pages of history are filled with 
the account of man’s quest for truth. 
Before the coming of Christ, God raised 
up inspired teachers to lead and to 
guide. History is also replete with self- 
appointed teachers and guides and, what 
is worse, false teachers and prophets. 
Some were false because they were 
themselves ignorant or 
Others were evil men, moved by disbe- 
lief or hatred, who, as advocates of the 
devil, concentrated their efforts on lies 
and deceits. We have both types in 
the world today: self-appointed preach- 
ers of the revelation of God and atheis- 
tic, wicked materialists who scoff at the 
supernatural and promise a heaven upon 
earth. Christ, Himself, has warned: 
“False christs and false prophets will 


misguided. 


arise, and will show great signs and 
wonders, so as to lead astray, if possi- 
ble, even the elect” (Matt. 24, 24). 

The truths that lead men to eternal 
salvation are too precious and important 
to be left solely in the hands of fallible 
man. Christ did not even write them 
down, knowing how a written document 
may he neglected, misinterpreted or 
perverted. The truths were committed 
to the living Church, an infallible guide, 
interpreter and teacher. It is here that 
we see the importance of the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit, the Spirit of Truth. 
The safeguarding of Christ’s pattern of 
salvation is not left to the mind or the 
good will of human beings, no matter 
how brilliant or well-intentioned they 
may be. “But the Advocate, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he will teach you all things, 
and bring to your mind whatever T have 
said to you” (Jn. 14, 26). 


GIFTS OF KNOWLEDGE 
AND UNDERSTANDING 


There is another indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit that merits serious consid- 


eration. Besides dwelling in the 
Church, the Holy Spirit indwells in the 
members of the Church. The baptized 
Christian has received the Holy Spirit 
and the gifts promised with His com- 
ing. The special Preface of Pentecost 
speaks of “Christ, our Lord, who, as- 
cending above all the heavens and sit- 
ting at Thy right hand, did send down 
the promised Holy Spirit upon the chil- 
dren of adoption.” The general pur- 
pose of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit is 
to place us at the disposal of God, to 
make us docile to all His inspirations. 
The gift of knowledge helps us to ac- 
quire and accept the truths of our Faith 
more readily. “The Spirit of the Lord 
hath filled the whole earth; and that 
which containeth all things hath know]l- 
edge of the voice” (Introit). With this 
gift the Catholic is eager to learn the 
truths of his Faith. With this gift the 
truth is seen more clearly, is loved more 
deeply. With this gift there is resist- 
ance to attacks upon faith and an avoid- 
ance of anything that would weaken the 
faith or darken the path that leads to 
salvation. The gift must be distin- 
guished from mere intellectual learn- 
ing even of the truths of Christianity. 
The gift of knowledge puts the will of 
man in close accord with the intellect, 
helps judgment and directs action in 
accord with knowledge. Read the his- 
tory of Christianity or look about you 
in the world of today and you will see 
degrees of knowledge with reference to 
the revealed truths of revelation. Many 
there are who know of the existence 
of truths by faith; others are made 
sure of the truths by knowledge. It 
is another gift of the Holy Spirit, the 
gift of understanding, that gives a clear 
insight into the meaning and value of 
the truth. Many of the truths of reve- 
lation, which we call mysteries, are be- 
yond the complete understanding of the 
finite mind of man. Yet, what brilliant 
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depth of understanding is possible be- 
sause the Holy Spirit assists. There is 
no greater example in all the history of 
Christianity than the clear and logical 
presentation of many obscure, revealed 
truths by the Angelic Doctor, St. 
Thomas Aquinas. Since his time there 
has been almost a re-creation and re- 
newal of understanding. 


“TO RELISH WHAT 1S RIGHT” 


When knowledge and understanding 
of eternal truths bring forth the fruit 
of salutary action, man is under the in- 
fluence of the gift of wisdom. In the 
Postcommunion prayer of the Mass we 
read: “May the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit purify our hearts, O Lord, and 
so sprinkle them with the dew of His 
interior grace that they may be fruitful 
in good works.” 

To a world, groping in error and seek- 
ing the truth, the Chureh is the only 
sure guide to salvation. In fulfillment 
of the promise of Christ, the Holy Spirit 
has come and dwells in the Church and 


her members. The Epistle of the Mass 


recounts and describes the marvelous 
happenings of the first Pentecost. 
feast today celebrates and recalls what 
has been traditionally referred to as the 
“Birthday of the Church.” Well also 
should it be a reminder of the presence 
of the Holy Spirit and His gifts within 
each of us and cause us to examine our- 
selves on their proper use. We have 
no need to envy the people who heard 
Christ, who heard the Apostles and 
were converted. We have the Church 
of Christ teaching, ruling and sanetify- 
ing us everyday of our lives. Men and 
should seek and accept the 
guidance of the organization, estab- 
lished by Christ, to teach all the truth. 
Before we criticize others, however, let 
us be certain that we permit the Holy 
Spirit that dwells within us to have the 
effect upon us and our lives that He 
should. May we once again offer the 
prayer of the Mass (Collect): “O God, 
who on this day didst instruct the hearts 
of Thy faithful by the light of the Holy 
Spirit, grant us by the same Spirit to 
relish is right and evermore to 
rejoice in His consolation” (Collect). 


Our 


nations 


what 


“The Beginning and the End” 


“.. inthe name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit...” 


OUTLINE: 
(1) Only to the humble is the 
reasonable and adorable. 
(2) The Trinity is adored in every Mass. 
(3) Throughout the liturgy, from the re- 
ception of Baptism to Extreme Unc- 
tion, the Church keeps the 


before us. 


Trinity 


Trinity 


(4) Conclusion: Let our every day begin 
and end with the 
Blessed Trinity. 


invocation of the 


Today, the Feast of the Most Holy 
Trinity, the Church honors the three 
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Trinity Sunday 


(Gospel). 


Persons in one God in a special and 
specific way. Emphasis on this funda- 
mental and belief will be 
found in every part of the Proper of to- 
day’s Mass. Let 
ever, that praise, honor and adoration 
of the Trinity is confined to one feast. 
Throughout the entire liturgy of the 


necessary 


no one think, how- 


year the Chureh honors the Most Holy 
Trinity and keeps before her members 
their important obligation of adoring 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
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THE BEGINNING AND THE END 


Well might we consider three aspects of 
this year-round emphasis: the feast it- 
self; the Mass; the liturgy in general. 


TO THE HUMBLE THE 
TRINITY IS REASONABLE 


St. Ignatius of Loyola in his Spiritual 
Exercises stresses as the first principle 
and foundation of the Christian life that 
“Man is created to praise, reverence 
and serve God our Lord, and by this 
means to save his soul.’”” The Mass of 
the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity em- 
phasizes adoration of God in the open-. 
ing words of the Introit: “Blessed be 
the Holy Trinity, the undivided Unity.” 
The mystery of the Trinity is an ac- 
cepted belief among Christians, even 
though it cannot be fully understood. 
We are certain of one thing, however, 
from the revelation of God presented 
to us by Christ and the Church, that 
there is but one God, three distinct Per- 


sons. When we think of this belief, the 
Introit makes greater sense, for it 


speaks of the “Trinity” and the “undi- 
vided unity.” 

Lest the intellectually proud be in- 
clined or tempted to doubt or disbelief, 
the Mass of the feast calls our atten- 
tion to the “depth of the riches of the 
wisdom and of the knowledge of God” 
(Epistle). It is salutary to recall the 
intelligence and acquired learning of 
the great thinkers of every age. Their 
lives were spent in education, reading, 
learning and research. Yet, the mind 
It can only serateh 
the surface of the world’s knowledge 


of man is limited! 


and wisdom even in a lifetime of devo- 
Then the 
thought is presented that the knowl- 
edge and wisdom of God is infinite, in 
a class far beyond that of any created 
mind. The mystery of the Trinity be- 
comes more reasonable when in all hu- 
mility we recognize the limitations of 
the creature, even the most gifted one. 


tion to its acquisition. 


TRINITY ADORED IN EVERY MASS 

While today’s feast is calling specific 
attention to the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, every Mass all the year round 
is doing the same thing. Almost every 
prayer of every Mass concludes with 
the words: “through Our Lord, Jesus 
Christ, who liveth and reigneth with 
Thee in the unity of the Holy Spirit.” 
At every Sunday Mass and on many 
other days throughout the year the Ni- 
cene Creed is recited. Listen to the be- 
liefs that we express: “I believe in one 
God, the Father Almighty, and 
in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only be- 
gotten Son of God, . . And I believe 
in the Holy Spirit . . . who proceedeth 
from the Father and the Son, who to- 
gether with the Father and the Son is 
adored and glorified” (Creed). 

In every Mass that is offered, im- 
mediately after the washing of the 
hands the priest bows before the altar 
and beseeches the Holy Trinity to “re- 
ceive this offering, which we make to 
Thee.” The Secret of the Mass makes 
an application, asking God to “make of 
us an eternal offering.” This constant 
reminder in every Mass is a most neces- 
sary one. How quickly is our attention 
taken away from divine things and our 
eternal destiny by our worldly activi- 
Day after 
day we are beset with pressing thoughts 
about our work, our home and family, 
We easily lose 


ties, even necessary ones. 


our personal problems. 
a sense of values, choosing and decid- 
ing what we shall do or say, how we 
act, by the passing events of daily life. 


TRINITY ADORED 
THROUGHOUT LITURGY 


We turn now to a consideration of 
the liturgy in general and its preoccupa- 
tion with and adoration of the triune 
God. The liturgy in all its phases ex- 
presses the Church’s publie worship of 
God and accompanies man from birth 
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to death. The sacred liturgy brings us 
into contact with Christ and, through 
Christ, with the three divine Persons. 
Every day of the year, at stated in- 
tervals of time, priests, deacons, sub- 
deacons, choir monks and many nuns 
recite the divine office. Next to the 
Mass the office is the official prayer of 
the Church, offered by specially chosen 
Many of the laity, too, are 
making use of translations of the office 
to come closer to God and the Church. 
Here the Holy Trinity is praised and 
adored from beginning to end. Each 
hour of the office opens with a “Glory 
be to the Father Except in 
rare instances each psalm of the office 
ends with the Doxology. As a rule, the 
150 psalms are recited weekly. 
Adoration and praise of the Blessed 
Trinity is an integral part of the con- 
ferral of the sacraments. It is essential 
to the sacrament of Baptism that we 
be baptized “in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 
When the sinner approaches the con- 


members. 


fessional with the proper dispositions, 
he is absolved in the name of the Most 
Holy Trinity. Listen to the admonition 
given to one at the point of death: 

“Depart, O Christian soul, out of this 
sinful world, in the name of God, the 
Father Almighty, who created thee; in 
the name of Jesus Christ, the Son of the 
living God, who suffered and died for 
thee; and in the name of the Holy 
Ghost, who sanctified thee” (Ritual). 

May this Feast of the Most Holy 
Trinity impress upon all of us the neces- 
sity of constant recognition of and de- 
votion to the Most Blessed Trinity. 
The Church leads the way and gives 
the example at daily prayer, the Mass, 
the divine office and in every liturgical 
function. Despite these reminders, how 
often do Catholics fail to remember 
their duty of giving honor and adora- 
tion to the Three Divine Persons. The 
pious practice of beginning and ending 
each day and each task with the invo- 
cation of the Blessed Trinity will help 
to assure this Christian duty. 


Our Constant Companion 


Feast of Corpus Christi 


“For as often as you shall eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the 
death of the Lord until he comes” (Epistle). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) “It is not good for man to be alone,” 
and nothing can better serve man’s 
needs and desires than the 
~onsh ip of Our Lord. 
(2) The Apostles learn that they will lose 
His earthly companionship. 
(3) Today’s feast commemorates (a) 
Christ, the Victim, (b) Christ, Food 
Christ’s 


compan- 


of our souls, (c) presence 
among us. 
(4) Conclusion: Let there be no spiritual 


starvation among us, because the 
Holy See in recent years has relaxed 


many regulations that we may more 
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easily be nourished by the Body of 


Christ. 


One of the most universal desires of 
man is for companionship. In_ the 
first book of the Bible, in the second 
chapter, we hear God Himself  pro- 
“Tt is not good for man to be 
alone” (Gen. 2, 18). Man, in his per- 
feet state before the fall into original 
sin, would be better in the possession 


claim: 


of a companion. Companionship since 


the sin of our first parents, while still 
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OUR CONSTANT COMPANION 


sought after and needed, may be of 
value or be a detriment to the welfare 
of the individual. There is one com- 
panion, however, who is necessary for 
every Christian, and this relationship 
leads to goodness, to perfection and 
to salvation. This constant companion 
is Christ, and we cannot do without 


Him. 


APOSTLES TO LOSE HIS 
EARTHLY COMPANIONSHIP 


The scene is the Last Supper. Christ 
has gathered about Him his closest com- 
panions and 
Apostles. 


twelve 
They are celebrating the 
Paschal meal; he is happy in their com- 
pany, and they in His. The blow falls 
as He announces to them: “Where I 
(Jn. 13, 33). 
“Lord, where art thou 
Why can I not follow thee now? 
I will lay down my life for thee” (Jn. 
13, 36,37). Thomas speaks up: “Lord, 
we do not know where thou art going, 
and how can we know the way?” (Jn. 
14, 5). 
fusion at the thought of having to live 
without the presence of Christ. Our 
Blessed Lord, who read their minds and 
their hearts, had prepared for this hour 
and comforts them with the words: “TI 
will not leave you orphans; I will come 
to you” (Jn. 14, 18). 

It was at this same Last Supper that 
Christ instituted the sacrament of the 
Holy Eucharist; in union with the holy 
sacrifice of the Cross He offered the 
first Mass and He gave Himself under 
the appearances of bread and wine to 
His Apostles. Lest He ever be sepa- 
rated from them or they from Him, He 
ordained them the priests of the New 
Law with power to do as He had done: 
to bring Him—body, soul and divinity, 
flesh and blood—into their presence at 
any time. ‘Do this in commemoration 
of me” (Lk. 22,20). Because they were 


associates, the 


go you cannot come!” 
Peter protests: 


going? 


There is sadness, gloom, con- 


not yet perfected by the Holy Spirit, 
all but one of the Apostles fled when 
the Lord was arrested, beaten and put to 
death. Among the Apostles only John is 
recorded as having witnessed the sacri- 
fice of the Cross of which the Mass is 
the unbloody re-enactment. After His 
glorious resurrection from the dead, 
they would not recognize Him at first. 
Then He would meet two of them on the 
road to Emmaus: 
when He reclined at table with them, 
that He took the bread and blessed and 
broke and began handing it to them; 
and their eyes were opened and they 
recognized Him” (Lk. 24, 30, 31). 
“And rising up that very hour, they re- 
turned to Jerusalem and they 
themselves began to relate what had 
happened on the journey, and how they 
recognized him in the breaking of the 
bread” (Lk. 24, 33 ff.). 

The Feast of Corpus Christi, the 
feast of the Body of Christ, commemo- 
rates three things: Christ, the Victim, 
renewed in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass; Christ, our Food in Holy Com- 
munion; Christ, present in us and in the 
tabernacle. The different parts of the 
Mass emphasize one or the other. 


“and it came to pass 


CHRIST, VICTIM 


The Collect of the Mass recalls the 
relationship between the Blessed Sac- 
rament, the Mass and the sufferings and 
death of Our Savior. “O, God, Who in 
this wonderful Sacrament has left us a 
memorial of Thy sufferings, grant, we 
beseech Thee, so to reverence the sacred 
mysteries of Thy Body and Blood, that 
we may ever experience within us the 
fruit of Thy Redemption.” Christians 
must never be allowed to forget that 
Christ, the Victim, gave His life for all. 
“Greater love than this no one has, that 
one lay down his life for his friends” 
(Jn. 15, 13). One who would seek the 
perfection of friendship and compan- 
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ionship in life might perhaps dream of 
such unselfish devotion on the part of 
a friend. One would hardly expect it, 
however. But in Christ we have the 
reality, one who has given the last meas- 
ure of love and devotion. We are al- 
ways in danger of forgetting the su- 
preme sacrifice of the Lord. Thus we 
are reminded by St. Paul in the Epistle 
of the Mass: “As often as you shall eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you pro- 
claim the death of the Lord until He 
comes” (Epistle). As followers of the 
Victim, we must be certain that we are 
worthy of this close association with the 
Crucified. As He was the spotless lamb, 
sacrificed for the souls of men, His fol- 
lowers and companions must approach 
and associate with Him in all purity of 
life. “Whoever eats this bread or drinks 
the cup of the Lord unworthily, will be 
guilty of the body and blood of the 
Lord” (Epistle). When the priest at 
Mass offers the bread and wine on the 
paten and when at the Consecration 
he renews the sacrifice of the Cross, all 
present should offer themselves, as pure 
and undefiled as possible, with the Vic- 
tim, the living Christ. Pope Pius XII 
in his encyclical on the sacred liturgy 
says, “In order that the oblation by 
which the faithful offer the divine vic- 
tim to the Heavenly Father may have 
its full effect, it is necessary that the 
people add something else, the offering 
of themselves as a victim” (Mediator 
Dei, para. 98). 


CHRIST’S BODY, FOOD 
OF THE CHRISTIAN 


The second emphasis in the Mass of 
Corpus Christi is upon the Blessed Sac- 
rament as the food of the Christian. 
“My flesh is food indeed, and my blood 
is drink indeed. He who eats my flesh, 
and drinks my blood, abides in me and 
I in him” (Gradual and Gospel). There 
is never any need to point out to people 
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the necessity of food for life. Day af- 
ter day men and women labor to be able 
to provide this absolute requirement for 
existence. There is no sight so disturb- 
ing as the picture of those poor unfor- 
tunates in certain parts of the world 
who are starving for lack of food. A 
great percentage of the world goes to 
bed hungry every night. 

How many there are in the world who 
go to bed hungry every night in a 
Either they do _ not 
know of this “bread from heaven” or 


spiritual sense. 


they neglect to partake of it as often 
as they should. “This is the bread that 
has come down from heaven . . . he 
who eats this bread shall live forever” 
(Gospel). There is very little excuse 
for such starvation among Catholies. 
The late Pope Pius XII relaxed the 
regulations for Holy Communion to 
make it possible for people to receive 
with great frequency. Our _ present 
Holy Father, Pope John XXIII, has 
recently extended the privilege of Holy 
Communion to evening services. We 
should be the best nourished Christians 
of all times. If you are weak, if the 
practice of the virtues is half-hearted, 
if your love of our Savior is lukewarm, 
build yourself up with the heavenly 
food of the body and blood of Christ! 


CHRIST PRESENT AMONG US 


The third emphasis in the Feast. of 
Corpus Christi is on the presence of 
Christ among us. He is present in the 
tabernacle of the altar; He is present in 
the monstrance, carried in procession 
on this feast. If the people of the 
world are alone, if Catholics feel the 
need of a friend and a companion, the 
fault is not with our Blessed Lord. He 
lives and dwells among us at all times. 
His presence is ours anytime we wish. 
Are there not many Catholics whose 
companionship with the living Christ in 
the Blessed Sacrament is limited to once 
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PEACE AND UNION IN CHRIST 


a week, and some even less? He resides 
day and night in the altar of every 
Church. . Should we not seek His com- 
pany and friendship more often? “The 
Divine Redeemer is ever repeating His 
pressing invitation: ‘Abide in Me.’ 


Now, by the Sacrament of the Eucha- 
rist, Christ remains in us and we in 
Him; and just as Christ, remaining in 
us, lives and works, so should we remain 
in Christ and live and work through 
Him” (Mediator Dei, para. 128). 


Peace and Union tn Christ 


Second Sunday after Pentecost 


“Let us not love in word, neither with the tonque, but in deed and in truth” 
(Epistle). 


OUTLINE: 

(1) Slogans for peace do not always reflect 
an understanding of true peace. 

(2) If Catholics would have peace and unity 
among all creeds, let them first have 
peace and unity among themselves. 

(3) The “oneness” of the early Christians 
helped turn a Saul into a Paul. 

(4) Theme of unity pervades today’s Mass. 

(5) Conclusion: There is no greater display 
of Christian unity than at the altar 
rail when Christians receive Our Lord 


in Holy Communion. 


In our time we hear a great deal 
about “peace,” 
“peace-loving nations.” 


“neaceful co-existence,” 
We know from 
bitter experience how misleading many 
of these phrases are and how much a 
part of a propaganda barrage they can 
be. Used in all truth and sincerity, they 
do express the deep desire of men of 
good will to live in peace and harmony. 
There must be something deeper than 
a slogan; words must not be twisted 
or their true meaning used lightly to 
attain an evil end. True peaceful unity 
among men can come only when it is 
rooted in belief in God and in the love 
of the members of the Mystical Body of 
Christ. History has shown that, where 
the doctrine of Christ is known and 
lived, there is peace and brotherly love. 
WE MUST FIRST BE ONE 
WITH EACH OTHER 


Karly in his pontificate Our Holy 


Father, Pope John XXIII, announced 
that he would call an ecumenical coun- 
cil. He indicated that one of its prime 
purposes was to attempt to establish 
unity among Christians in the one fam- 
ily of Christ. With this announcement 
the Pope was expressing in our time the 
will of Christ that “all may be one’’ 
(Jn. 17, 21). It is, indeed, a sad pic- 
ture to see the Christians of the world 
divided, the prayer of Our Blessed Lord 
at the Last Supper unfulfilled after 
nineteen hundred years of His marvel- 
Chris- 
tians, and especially Catholics, must 
set the example for the rest of mankind. 
How can others be expected to live in 
peace if we do not? 

The theme of the Mass of today, com- 


ous doctrine of love and unity. 


ing so closely after the Feast of the 
Body of Christ, Corpus Christi, is 
clearly expressed in the Epistle. St. 
Apostle of the 
Christ,” places the challenge before us: 
“We have come to know his love that 
He laid down His life for us; and we 
likewise ought to lay down our life for 
the brethren” (Epistle). 

Those who listened to Christ knew 


John, the “love of 


of the closeness between leader and 
“As the branch cannot bear 
itself 


the vine, so neither can you unless you 


follower. 


fruit of unless it remain on 


abide in me. I am the vine, you the 
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branches” (Jn. 15,4). The early Chris- 
tians knew well the necessity of a close 
union with each other because of their 
common union with Christ. Whatever 
they would do for and to each other, 
they must recognize that they were do- 
ing it for and to Christ. “As long as 
vou did it for one of these, the least of 
my brethren, you did it for me” (Matt. 
25, 40). 


EARLY CHRISTIAN “ONENESS” 
AFFECTED PAUL 


St. Paul experienced this ‘‘oneness,”’ 
or union, between Christ and the mem- 
bers of the Church when he met Our 
Lord on the road to Damascus (Acts 
22, 6ff.). Paul was persecuting the fol- 
lowers of Christ, and yet he heard the 
“Saul, Saul, why do you per- 
secute me?” (Acts 22,7). These words 
the great Apostle never forgot, and he 
preached more clearly and fervently 
than any other the doctrine of the Mys- 
tical Body of Christ. “Now you are 
the body of Christ, member for mem- 
ber” (1 Cor. 12, 12 ff.). Well also might 
St. Paul repeat the words of the Introit 
of the Mass of today: ‘The Lord be- 
came my protector, and he brought me 
forth into a large place” (Ps. 17, 20). 


words: 


THEME OF UNITY 
THROUGHOUT THIS MASS 


The Gospel of the Mass treats the 
theme of Christian unity from another 
viewpoint. The parable of the Great 
Supper presents a picture of the many 
who are called, but refuse to join with 
their fellow men. The excuses that are 
found in the parable are prototypes of 
the excuses that may be found at any 
time and in any place. They would 
well be found in our own day. “I have 
bought a farm, and I must go out and 
see it; I pray thee hold me excused”’ 
Could it be that there are 
would the fold of 


(Gospel). 


many who enter 
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Christ, but turn away because of earthly 
possessions? Are there not many, who 
nominally are united to Christ even 
in the true Faith, whose practice of 
Christian unity and brotherly love is 
thwarted because of How 
many times do not families 
broken asunder when a will is read? 
“They have bought five yoke of oxen” 
and cannot come! There 
peaceful unity among nations or even 
among Christian sects, when the mem- 
bers of the Body of Christ cannot live 
in peace. “He who has the goods of 
this world and sees his brother in need 
and closes his heart to him, how does 
the love of God abide in him?” 

“T have married a wife, and there- 
fore I cannot come” (Gospel). Mar- 
riage can be a unifying force in the 
Body of Christ or a divisive one. Mod- 
ern statistics are most alarming at the 


money? 


we see 


cannot be 


number who have separated themselves 
from Christ and from each other in ill- 
advised marriages, invalid marriages 
and broken marriages. The Church 
teaches the necessity of unity in the 
Faith, in love of God as well as love 
for each other. Parents who lose the 
faith or permit their offspring to be 
separated from the Mystical Body of 
Christ must answer for their negli- 
gence and misdeeds. “He who does not 
love, abides in death” (Epistle). Chris- 
tians, young and old, are only infatu- 
ated, do not truly love each other, un- 
less they first love Christ. “If you love 
me, keep my commandments” (Jn. 14, 
15). We have been invited to the Great 
Supper of Unity with Christ. It is re- 
grettable and should be alarming if any- 
“T have married a wife, 
Fearful 


one must say: 
and therefore I cannot come.” 
are the final words of the Gospel of the 
Mass: “For I tell you that none of 
those that were invited shall taste of 
my supper.” 

It is surely our hope and prayer that 
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BURNING FURNACE OF CHARITY 


men will not destroy each other, but will 
learn to live in true We are 
also to co-operate with our Holy 
Father in bringing greater peace and 
We must, 
personal 
peace and union, our relationship to 
Christ and When we 
come to Mass, we meet Christ. The 
more closely we participate in the Holy 


peace. 


eager 


unity among Christian sects. 


however, examine our own 


to each other. 


Sacrifice, the closer becomes our union 
with Our Savior. By joining with our 
brethren we express this great unity in 
the Mystical Body of Christ. When we 
leave the Mass and go back to our life 
in the world, this union must continue. 
If enmity, hatred, worldly possessions, 
an unchristian marriage or family life 
are a barrier to this union, we must 
hasten to set things aright. 


Burning Furnace of Charity 


Feast of the Sacred Heart 


“Learn of me, because Iam meek and humble of heart” (Gradual). 


OUTLINE: 
(1) General misunderstanding of “love” and 

“charity.” 

(2) Christ ts the “furnace of charity; full of 
goodne ss and love 

(3) Christ is both model of love 
Father and love of mankind. 

(4) The intensity of Christ’s charity ts 
found in His life, later in the pro- 
testations of that love to St. Margaret 
Mary. 


(5) Conclusion: 


of the 


To realize the love of the 
Sacred Heart is to realize the 


lessness of earthly attachments. 


worth- 


Words are useless and meaningless 
unless they express ideas. The more 
clear, concise and complete is the ex- 
pression, the more helpful and satisfy- 
ing the word. Obscure words, words 
that give but half an idea or words 
that have lost their true meaning con- 
fuse minds and ean lead to improper 
action. Two such words in the English 
language are “love” and “charity.” Was 
there ever a more confused generation 
than ours regarding the true meaning of 
both of these words? Love is used 
interchangeably with physical attrac- 
tion and infatuation; charity is re- 


garded as a donation. True love, how- 


ever, is an impulse or tendency of the 
soul toward good. If the good appeals 
only to our sense nature, it is merely 
If it is motivated by the 
supernatural, it becomes Christian love. 
Charity, moreover, is the motivating 
force whereby we love God above all 


sensible love. 


things, for His own sake, and our neigh- 
bor for God’s sake. The giving of an 
alms becomes “charity” when it springs 
from the supernatural motive of the 
love of God. Otherwise it may be sim- 
ple, natural altruism. 


“FURNACE OF CHARITY” 


The Feast of the Sacred Heart pre- 
sents us with a clear and unmistakable 
notion and picture of true love and 
charity in their highest forms. The 
Sacred Heart of Jesus is the source and 
model of perfect charity. We pray in 
the Litany: “Heart of Jesus, burning 
furnace of charity; full of goodness and 
We may think of the physical 
heart of our Savior as the symbol of 
this charity. To the physical picture of 
a heart we must add the spiritual, the 
mysterious union of the human nature 
of Christ with the Godhead. 


love.” 
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In the Epistle of the Mass, St. Paul 
speaks of the special grace that has been 
given to him to “enlighten all men as 
to what is the dispensation of the mys- 
tery, which has been hidden from eter- 
nity in God” (Eph. 3,9). He prays also 
that, “being rooted and grounded in 
love, you may be able to comprehend 
with all the saints what is the breadth 
and length and height and depth, and to 
know Christ’s love, which 
knowledge” (Eph. 3, 19). This secret, 
this mystery, “hidden from eternity in 
God,” symbolized by the Heart of 
Christ, is revealed when we see Our 
Savior as the source and model of love 
toward God. All men should be de- 
sirous of knowing “the thoughts of His 
Heart to all generations: to save their 
death and feed them in 
(Introit). 


surpasses 


souls from 


famine” 
CHRIST: MODEL OF LOVE 


If love is the complete surrender of 
self, consider the perfection of the love 
of the heart of Christ. From His en- 
trance into the world He immolated 
Himself completely, giving Himself to 
the Father. He was the victim sent 
to restore to God the glory that was 
taken away by the sins of men. Will- 
ingly subject to Mary and Joseph dur- 
ing the hidden life, a constant stream 
of love was directed to God. It was of 
the very essence of His existence to ‘ 
always the things that 
Father” (Jn. 8, 29). If the measure of 
love is to be determined by obedience 


‘do 


please the 


to command (cf. Jn. 14, 21), Our Savior 


expressed the love of His Sacred Heart 
by becoming “obedient to death, even 
to death on a cross” (Phil. 2, 8). 

Our second duty of love and charity 
is directed toward our fellow man whom 
we must love because of God. Again 
the Sacred Heart is the source of love 
toward men: We have been given a 
directive by Christ: “A new command- 
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ment I give you that you love one an- 
other; that as I have loved you, you 
also love one another” (Jn. 13,34). He 
has loved us by coming into the world to 
redeem us. He fulfilled in His own life 
the perfection of love for others by lay- 
ing down his life for others: “Greater 
love than this no one has, that one lay 
down his life for his friends” (Jn. 15, 
13). Beeause of His love for us, He 
sanctifies us through the sacraments, es- 
pecially the sacrament of the Holy Eu- 
charist. When we attend the Holy Sac- 
rifice of the Mass, we see love for men 
renewed. 

The burning love of the Sacred Heart 
for men overflows and is communicated 
to others through the loving hearts of 
those who remain close to it. In the 
first of His great revelations to St. 
Margaret Mary, Our Blessed Savior 
said, “My Divine Heart is possessed 
of such a passionate love for men and 
for you in particular, that, unable to 
contain the flames of its burning char- 
ity, it must needs extend them through 
you, that it may be known to them in 
order to enrich them with its priceless 
treasures.” He asked her for her own 
heart that He might place in it the 
spark of love that was in His own. The 
open heart of Our Savior is dramatically 
demonstrated in the account given in 
the Gospel of the Mass of today. It 
has been traditional in interpreting the 
piercing of the side of Christ that it 
svmbolized His giving of the last “full 
measure of devotion.” His side and His 
heart were laid open that His love for 
men might be unmistakably clear to 
all the Who can look upon 
“Him whom they have pierced” (Gos- 
pel), and not be moved to a deeper ap- 
preciation of the love of Christ? 


world. 


ALL TRUE VIRTUE SPRINGS 
FROM LOVE OF GOD 


Finally, the Heart of Jesus is the 
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THE LOST SHEEP 


source and model of all the virtues. 


Without charity there is no true or 


supernatural virtue. The giving of an 
alms is not, of itself, charity, unless it 
springs from the motive of the love of 
God. Humility, when we are unjustly 
accused; patience, when we must bear 


affliction or annoyance; forgiveness for 


those who have harmed us; all of these 
become true virtue when they spring 
from the love of God. Christ has given 
us the model to follow. When He stood 
before Pilate and was unjustly accused, 
He remained silent. “Dost thou not 
hear how many things they prefer 
against thee? But he did not answer 
him a single word” (Matt. 27, 14). Who 
has ever given a greater example of 
patience in suffering than the Sacred 


Heart of Jesus. Whether it be the 


The Lost Sheep 


“There will be joy among the angels of ( 
OUTLINE: 
(1) We are shocked by vivid accounts of 


underde- 

what, however, of the 
spiritually underprivileged? 

(2) Thoughts and consolation for sinners 
eager to repent. 

(3) We can become 


and sickness in 


veloped areas; 


starvation 


insensitive to sin be- 
cause of its “acceptance.” 

(4) Far from abandoning the sinner, God 
literally pursues him. 

Let us live that “ 

so pass through the good things of 


the present as not to lose 


(5) Conclusion: we may 


those of 
eternity.” 


We hear much about evil and suf- 
fering in the world. In our newspapers, 
in magazines, on radio and television we 
are presented constantly with the mis- 
erable lot of so many peoples near and 
far. We are asked to have compassion 


rod 


wickedness of so many around Him 
during life, the betrayal of Judas, the 
scourging, the crowning with thorns or 
the crucifixion, “the Lord is sweet and 
righteous: therefore He will give a law 
to sinners in the way: He will teach 
the meek in His way” (Gradual). 

May our whole lives be inflamed by 
the love of the Heart of Jesus. May 
this love influence all our thoughts and 
our actions. Whether it be in loving 
God, loving our neighbor or practicing 
any of the virtues, we have found the 
true model and source in Christ, Our 
Savior. No longer will the word “love” 
or the word “charity” have a shallow or 
an obscure meaning to us. There is 
nothing here that savors of artificiality 
and sentimentality, but a love rooted 
in God. 


Third Sunday after Pentecost 
over one sinner who repents” (Gospel). 


upon these unfortunates and to do what 
we can to assist them. Drives are run, 
vampaigns are conducted, government 
grants are voted into law and distrib- 
uted. We are pleased and consoled 
to see the sick made well, the hungry 
fed, the naked clothed and a new smile 
of joy spread over happy, though un- 
known faces. 


THE SINNER IS “ALONE AND POOR” 


There is no greater evil in the world 
than sin. It is very difficult for many 
to conceive how one serious sin can be 
a greater evil, a more disastrous ca- 
lamity than the multiplicity of worldly 
sorrows and tragedies with which we are 
surrounded. Sin offends the infinite 
goodness of the all-perfect God, our 
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Creator, and makes the fulfillment of 
The 
sinner is a lost sheep and, be he a Chris- 
tian, he has strayed from the fold of 
Christ. Even if he be not a Christian, 
he belongs in the one fold, under the 
one Shepherd. The sinner is like a lost 
In the opening words 


man’s eternal destiny impossible. 


soul: he is alone. 
of today’s Mass he should ery out: 
“Look Thou upon me, O Lord, and have 
merey on me; for I am alone and poor” 
(Introit). 

It will be of considerable help for the 
sinner in his sad condition to ponder 
first, the 
state of sin is a miserable one; second, 
Almighty God seeks after the sinner; 
third, there will be joy in heaven at 
his return to the fold. The lost will 
not only be found; he will find him- 
“Let trust in Thee, 
know Thy name, O Lord: for Thou 


three fundamental thoughts: 


self: them who 
hast not forgotten them that seek Thee”’ 
(Offertory). 

Man was created by God to live in 
union with Him during his life on earth 
and to spend an eternity in happiness 
with his Creator and Redeemer. Sanc- 
tifying grace is the bond of union be- 
tween God and man. This supernatural 
union is severed by sin, and, since the 
proper object of the will of man is the 
possession of good, there is a conflict, 
there is misery. 

Consider the story that Our Lord told 
immediately after the words of today’s 
Holy Gospel. It is the story of the 
prodigal son. The young man got what 
he wanted; he left home to have a 
riotous time with the money he received 
from his father. When the money was 
spent, his friends left him and he was 
forced to take a job feeding swine. It 
was then that he realized his misery, 
began to repent of what he had done and 
humbly returned to his father’s house 


(Cf. Lk. 15, 11 ff.). 
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GOD PURSUES THE SINNER 


We may have heard it said many 
times that a good portion of our gener. 
ation has lost the sense of sin. Carried 
away by over-indulgence, constantly 
preoccupied with material things, neg. 
lectful of religious duty and observance, 
a great many people, it is true, have 
dulled their consciences. Lies, deceit, 
dishonesty, immorality and _irreligion 
are becoming the daily fare of an in. 
creasing number. Is there no hope for 
this insensitive group? 
of the Gospel probably wandered for 


a considerable length of time before he 


The lost sheep 


even realized that he was lost. 

The second fundamental thought, in- 
spired by the Mass of today brings 
hope. Just as the shepherd of the Gos- 
pel sought after the lost sheep and as 
the woman lit a lamp and sought the 
lost drachma, so also Almighty God 
The sinner is 
never abandoned by God, but is pur- 


seeks after the sinner. 
sued by actual grace. The sinner must 
never abandon hope and those who pray 
for him must likewise pray in all hop 
and expectation. While there is life, 
there will always be the chance of re- 
pentance. No matter how great or pub- 
lie be the sinner, no one should begrudg 
the grace and the opportunity for salva- 
tion that may be extended by an all- 
merciful God in the last hour. The sin- 
however, must not be presump- 
tuous, allowing his sad condition to re- 
Two 


ner, 


main until near the end of life. 
terrifying thoughts are worthy of his 
consideration: his death may be a sud- 
den one: all too frequent in our day; and 
the longer he waits, the less effect grac 
may have upon him and he may suffer 
final “Your 


the devil, as a roaring lion, goes about 


impenitence. adversary 
seeking someone to devour’ (Epistle) 

To encourage the sinner further, le 
him think of the joy that will be present 
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THE LOST SHEEP 


upon his return. ‘Rejoice with me, be- 
eause I have found my sheep that was 
lost” (Gospel). Family and friend, the 
whole Christian community is uplifted 
at the return of who 
How many tears are shed each 


one has gone 
astray. 
year by mothers and fathers, when they 
think of their wayward children, fallen 
from the Church, neglecting the sacra- 
ments, living in sinful marriages. Oh, 
but the joy at the return! Even chil- 
dren are given great insight by God to 
see the carelessness of their parents and 
to pray that they may confess their sins 
and live pious lives. Added to the joy 
upon earth, “there will be joy among 
the angels of God over one sinner who 
repents”” (Communion). 


THE GREATEST LOSS 


The sinner is a very unhappy per- 
There is a conflict in his 
God has given 


son himself. 
very created nature. 
lim an intellect to see the true and the 
good. He has given him a will that 
can be satisfied only with the possession 


of the good. He may turn out the light 


of his mind and create a darkness in 
which he cannot see. The light of grace 
will illumine his mind again and again, 
and he will be forced to see. He may 
try to find peace and happiness by 
grasping more and more evil with his 
will, but in the end there will be the re- 
jection, the conflict and almost the de- 
spair. But think of the personal peace 
and joy that comes with repentance and 
forgiveness. 

When we read about temporal losses, 
hear about tragedies, or see the picture 
of human suffering, let us think of the 
sad condition of the sinner. The great- 
est loss is the friendship of God, the 
greatest tragedy the jeopardy of one’s 
eternal salvation, the greatest suffering 
the troubled soul of the sinner. A reali- 
zation of God’s mercy and willingness to 
forgive should encourage the sinner to 
repent. The ninety-nine just should be 
grateful to God for His goodness to 
them. Such gratitude is shown by the 
avoidance of sin and by praying that 
sinners will come back to the fold. 





Awareness Test for Priests 


substantial. 





Father Thomas Regis Murphy, not overly enthusiastic about all the tests 
and questionnaires of this sociological day, himself prepares for our June 
issue What he calls “Awareness Test for Priests.” 
pieces of writing we have seen in a long time, and the implicit message is 


It is one of the cleverest 














A Little Less 


Than the Angels 


By RT. REV. MSGR. PAUL E. CAMPBELL, A.M., LL.D., Ed.D. 


L is a glory of the modern 
papacy, writes the Very Rev. Giles J. 
Staab, O.F.M.Cap., S8.T.L., in his 1957 
dissertation on The Dignity of Man in 
Modern Papal Doctrine,’ “that the 
Supreme Pontiffs have faced crisis after 
crisis with the proper appeal to man’s 
fundamental dignity, natural and super- 
natural, and that they have solved 
technical problems—sometimes even the 
most technical problems—in the light of 
true human nature.” A little later in 
the Introduction to his dissertation he 
tells us that his is not an absolute study, 
because the field of papal doctrine is im- 


mense. He gives us a sampling of 
about four thousand documents from 


Pope Leo XIII to Pope Pius XII, issued 
over a period of seventy-seven years, 
1878 to 1955. 


‘The Dignity of Man in Modern Papal 
Doctrine: Leo XIII to Pius XII, A Disserta- 
tion, by the Very Rev. Giles J. Staab, 
O.F.M.Cap., 8.T.L. (The Catholic University 
of America Press, Washington, D. C.; 1957). 





Msgr. Campbell, pas- 
lor, Editor of The Catho- 
lic Educator, author of 
texts for schools, formerly 
Superintendent of Schools 
in the Pittsburgh diocese, 
is Vice-President General 


1 of NC.E A. 
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THEOCENTRIC VS. 
ANTHROPOCENTRIC HUMANISM 


In his historical approach to his sub- 
ject he writes: “On the part of God 
there is communication on both the 
natural and supernatural planes: _ the 
gift of existence, the spiritual soul made 
after the image and likeness of God, the 
share in dominion over all creation, the 
life of grace bringing with it adoptive 
sonship, the incarnation raising human- 
ity above the stars, the Holy Eucharist, 
which is the most sacred moment of 
divine communication in this world, and 
finally the ultimate destiny, when man 
shall see God as He is and possess Him 
forever. On the part of man there is a 
relation of absolute dependence and love 
and service.” 

God in His goodness tends to divinize 
man, but Pope St. Pius X solemnly con- 
demns divinization of man at the ex- 
pense of God, for man’s attempt to 
divinize himself destroys the delicate 
balance of life with a consequent loss 
of human dignity. “Take away God,” 
declares St. Pius, “and men will destroy 
the very structure of the family, the 
primary and indispensable foundation 
of the whole social structure.” 

Theocentrie 
that the center for man is God, while 


humanism recognizes 
anthropocentric humanism believes thiat 
man is his own center and, therefore, 
the center of all things. The definitive 
shift of the center of the universe from 
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A LITTLE LESS THAN THE ANGELS 


God to man came with the religious 
upheaval of the sixteenth century, 
reached a logical peak in eighteenth 
century rationalism and naturalism, and 
gradually split into the splinters of all 
the “isms” of the present day. 

Thus spoke Pope Pius XII, but Leo 
XIII had already pointed out that the 
frightful skepticism of his day had re- 
jected the whole body of principles of 


‘ 


sacred revelation and sound philosophy 
that teach man his supreme destiny and 
inspire him to subject time to eternity, 
earth to heaven by “promising him in- 
eorruptible justice and perfect happi- 
ness beyond the tomb.” Maritain re- 
marks that “the radical fault of anthro- 
pocentric humanism has been its an- 
thropocentric quality, not its human- 
ism.’ Our author adds that it can be 
said that the Chureh 
humanistic in the Christian sense. 


is thoroughly 


St. Pius X declares in his encyclical 
letter on Christian doctrine, Acerbo 
mmis, that the truly remarkable dignity 
of man as the son of the heavenly 
Father, in whose image he is formed 
and with whom he is destined to live 
in eternal happiness, is revealed only 
by the doctrine of Jesus Christ. From 
from 
knowledge of it, Christ showed that men 
should 


this very dignity, and man’s 


love one another as brothers, 
place all their anxiety and care in the 
hands of God, help the poor, do good 
to those who hate us, and prefer the 
eternal welfare of the soul to the tem- 
poral goods of this life. In fine, de- 
tlares Pope Pius XII, Christian teach- 
ing not only bestows on the intellect 
the light by which it attains truth, but 
from it our will draws that ardor by 
which we are raised up to God and join 
with Him in the practice of virtue. _ 
Commissioned to teach all nations, 
the Catholie Church reared an edifice 


of solid civilization and culture. Pope 


Leo XIII writes eloquently of the 
spiritual and cultural activity of the 
Church. “Who can deny,” this great 
scholar wrote, “that it is the Church 
that, by preaching the Gospel to the 
nations, brought the light of truth 
among barbarous and_ superstitious 
people, and moved them to recognize 
the Divine Author of things and to re- 
spect themselves; that, by abolishing 
slavery, recalled men to the pristine 
dignity of their noble nature; by un- 
furling the banner of redemption in 
every clime of the earth, by introducing 
or protecting the arts, by founding ex- 
cellent institutions of charity which 
provide for every misery, cultivated the 
human race everywhere, raised it from 
its degradation and brought it to a life 
becoming the dignity and destinies of 
man?” 


IN THE WAKE OF 

DE-CHRISTIANIZING SOCIETY 

The progressive de-Christianization 
of society and the depersonalization of 
the individual prompted modern occu- 
pants of the see of St. Peter to stress in 
a particular manner the dignity of man. 
But we are not to think that the Popes 
of an earlier era were unconcerned in 
their writings and speeches with the 
fact of human dignity. Our author calls 
our attention to the first papal docu- 
ment ever written, in which St. Peter 
appealed to Christians to grow in holi- 
ness because of their dignity in Christ: 
“You, however, are a chosen race, a 
royal priesthood, a holy nation, a pur- 
chased people; that you may proclaim 
the perfection of him who has called 
you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light” (1 Peter 2, 9). Four hundred 
vears later Pope St. Leo the Great 
proved himself a thorough Christian 
humanist in his inspirational sermons 
to the Christians of his day who were 
struggling in the morass of barbarism 
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to form a transcendent culture. In one 
of his typical sermons St. Leo says that 
“man was made to the image of God 
that he might imitate his Maker and 
that the dignity of our race is that the 
goodness of God should be reflected in 
us.” 

Our author concludes that it is safe 
to say that, while most of the teaching 
of the Church and the popes concerning 
the dignity of man since the Middle 
Ages was more or less implicit, much of 
the doctrine of the 
XIII has been explicit because we are 
back to the paganism that faced St. 
Peter and St. Leo. Pope Pius XII asks 
pointedly: “What age has been, for all 
its technical and purely civic progress, 
more tormented than ours by spiritual 
emptiness and deep-felt interior pov- 
erty?” Pope Pius XII notes the dy- 
namic appeal of modern papal doctrine 
in opposition to a “musty liberalism,” 
which strives “to create, without the 
Church, or in opposition to her, a unit 
built on lay culture and secularized 
humanism.” 


popes since Leo 


THE CHURCH: 
DEFENDER OF HUMAN DIGNITY 


In his first encyclical letter Pope Leo 
XIII set the tone of much of the modern 
papal doctrine. It seemed to be his 
particular task, in serving the needs of 
the Chureh in his day, to show the 
Church as the mother of nations, the 
patron of culture, and the defender of 
human dignity. During his twenty-five 
vears in the chair of Peter he built up 
a solid body of doctrine in which he 
established man’s natural and_ super- 
natural dignity by reason of his per- 
sonality and liberty, his social nature 
tending to family life and society at 
large, his restoration through the in- 
carnation and redemption, his incor- 
poration in the body of the Church, his 
sacredness coming from the indwelling 
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of God and the intimacy of the Eucha- 
rist, his teleological perfection in his 
ultimate destiny. His encyclical Rerum 
novarum ranks as his greatest contri- 
bution to human dignity. His sue- 
cessors called that document the Magna 
Charta of labor. It had strong impact 
on the conscience of society even out- 
side the Church. Pius XI gives testi- 
mony to the spread of its message: 
“Catholic principles on the social ques- 
tion have as a result passed little by 
little into the patrimony of all human 
society.” Many of Leo’s encyclicals 
laid the foundation for his social doe- 
trine, but it was Pius XI who said that 
Leo’s On the W orkers 
(Rerum novarum), compared with the 


Condition of 


rest, has this special distinction that, at 
a time when it was most opportune and 
actually necessary to do so, it laid down 
for all mankind the surest rules to solve 
aright that difficult problem of human 
relations called “the social question” 
(Quadragesimo anno). 

St. Pius X seemed more conservative 
in his social doctrine, but he brooked no 
built well; it 
was now necessary to consolidate the 
gains achieved by him. St. Pius X’s 
nineteen fundamental regulations for 
Popular Christian Action, drawn from 
the social documents of Leo XIII, are 
a resounding restatement of the rights 
of God and man. Of Pius X Pope Pius 
XII was tosay: “The humble ‘country 
priest,’ as he liked to describe himself 


compromise. Leo had 


sometimes 





and this without detriment 
to his name—finding himself face té 
face with attacks against the unassail- 
able rights of human freedom and dig- 
nity or against the sacred rights of God 
and the Church, knew how to stand 
like a giant in all the majesty of his 
sovereign authority. Then it was that 


his ‘non possumus’ startled men in 


power and at times held them back. At 





dig) 
as 
wri! 
the 
mu 
whe 
in hi 
den 
Fra 
ana 
mat 
7 
occ! 
first 
Cau: 
the 
con 
in t 
out] 
sett 
cor’ 
digi 
hee 
St 
T 
Pius 
of 
cone 
son 
mor 
wit] 
soci 
vidu 
dest 
Pius 
to tl 
thro 
Pop 
and 
the 
chile 
natu 


terr¢ 


KW 


‘ha- 
his 
rum 
itri- 
suc- 
gna 
pact 
out- 
asti- 
age: 
ues- 
» by 
man 
cals 
doe- 
that 
hee rs 
the 
t, at 
and 
lown 
solve 
man 
ion” 


itive 
d no 
l; it 
the 
X’s 
for 
from 
, are 
ights 
Pius 
intry 
nself 
ment 
e to 
ssail- 
dig- 
God 
stand 
f his 
that 
n in 


At 





A LITTLE LESS THAN 


the same time it gave strength to the 
weak and life to the timid.” 

St. Pius does not speak of human 
dignity in explicit terms so frequently 
as Leo XIII, Pius XI, and Pius XII, 
writes our author, but the concept of 
the dignity of man is the framework of 
much of his teaching. There are times 
when he is very explicit; for example, 
in his detailed and keenly reasoned con- 
demnation of the Sillon movement in 
France, which he rejects in the final 
analysis because it is a perversion of 
man’s natural and supernatural dignity. 

The tragedy of war (1914-18) pre- 
occupied Pope Benedict XV. In his 
first encyclical letter he analyzes four 
causes of the catastrophe: the loss of 
the concept of solidarity among men; 
contempt for authority; class struggle 
in the social sphere; and a materialistic 
In 1916 he suggested 
tremendous 


outlook on life. 


settling the conflict “ae- 
cording to the requirements of human 
dignity.” The 


heeded him not. 


powers of the world 


SOLID SOCIAL ETHIC 
To Popes Leo XIII, Pius XI, and 


Pius XII we owe much of the forming 
built on the 
concept of the dignity of man as a per- 


of a solid social ethie 
son with a spiritual soul, under the 
moral law and strengthened by grace, 
with responsibilities to himself and to 
society, with specifie rights, both indi- 
vidual and social, and with a solemn 
Father Staab that 


Pius XI made substantial contributions 


destiny. tells us 
to the explicit concept of human dignity 


throughout his teaching. This great 
Pope defends the sanctity of marriage 
and the family in his Casti connubii; 
the Christian method of educating the 
child according to its natural and super- 
natural dignity in Rappresentanti in 


terra; the dignity of labor in Quadra- 


THE ANGELS 


gesimo anno; and the dignity of both 
the individual and society through con- 
demning the totalitarianism of beth the 
Nazi regime in Germany and atheistic 
Communism in Russia. 
Father Staab summarizes: 
cept of human dignity, solidly estab- 
lished on the principles of St. Thomas 
by Leo XIII and thoroughly restated 
by Pius XI, has reached a crescendo in 
the doctrine of Pope Pius XII. Ina 
special way he has applied the concept 
implications 
times without number in his addresses 


The con- 


by stressing its ethical 
to doctors and midwives, to lawyers and 
penologists, to industrial leaders and 
workingmen, to financiers and farmers, 
to hotel managers and travel agents, to 
motion picture producers and tailors; in 
a word, he has pointed out the dignity 
and the rights of man to every walk of 
life. And Pius XII has solidified his 
social doctrine by concentrating on the 
principle of human solidarity which 
finds its deepest expression in his en- 
eyclicals on the Mystical Body of Christ 
and the sacred liturgy. 

In his study of the dignity of man in 
modern papal doctrine our author next 
develops the constitutive elements of 
that dignity. If we wish to understand 
the social teaching of the popes, we 
must have a proper understanding of 
man in his inner self and in his relation 
to his Maker. 

Correct social doctrine establishes, or 
rather is built upon, the true concept of 
the nature of man and of the ultimate 
and the proximate purposes of man’s 
existence. This concept is the strength 
of papal teaching. A great portion of 
Christian social ethies, Father 
Cronin, is derived from the one principle 
of man’s worth. 


says 


The one principle can, 
for instance, be the basis of a philosophy 
of labor. “The right to work at a de- 
cent wage, the right to fair and just 
treatment, and many similar rights fol- 
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low from the dignity of man.” Father 
Staab reminds us that the concept of 
human dignity has far broader appli- 
cations than socio-economic conclu- 
sions. For example, it forms much of 
the basis of the thorough medico-moral 
doctrine of Pope Pius XII, his con- 
demnation of hedonism in marriage, his 
praise of sacred virginity, and his phi- 
losophy of civil power and the nature of 
law. The popes of the period of which 
we treat, 1878-1955, give us a compre- 
hensive view of man. Man is, writes 
Pius XII, “spirit and dust compounded 
to form an image of the Infinite.” He 
lives in time and space, but is headed 
towards a goal beyond both; he is part 
of the created universe, but is destined 
to share the glory and joy of the Cre- 
ator. St. Thomas speaks of the soul as 
being on the border between corporeal 
and incorporeal substances and on the 
horizon between eternity and time. 


MAN, A MICROCOSM 


Differences of age, condition, and sex 
do not alter the dignity and the gran- 
deur which the Creator gave his rational 
creature when He made him to His im- 
age and likeness. In the words of Pius 
XII: “In man, you find a spiritual and 
immortal soul; you find a microcosm 
with its many and varied forms, with 
the wonderful order of all its parts; 
you find thought and free choice with 
all the fullness and the breadth of the 
field of their activities; you find affec- 
tive life with its heights and depths; 
you find the world of the senses with 
its many powers, perceptions and sen- 
sations; you find a body formed down 
to its tiniest fibers according to a teleol- 
ogy which has not yet been fully ex- 
plored. Man is lord over this micro- 
cosm; he must freely guide himself ac- 
cording to the laws of what is true, good 
and beautiful, in so far as nature, his 
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contacts with other men, and divine 
revelation make them known to him.” 

We take the liberty here of para- 
phrasing a passage from Pope Leo XIII 
in which he is protesting the banning 
of the catechism from the schools of 
Rome. In this letter the Pontiff estab- 
lishes this principle: “The teaching of 
the catechism ennobles man and raises 
him in his own estimation by leading 
him to respect himself and others at 
all times.” To teach the child that he 
‘ame from the hands of God; that the 
whole visible world exists for him as 
the king and lord of creation; that he 
is so great and important that the 
eternal Son of God deigned to take his 
flesh to redeem him; that his brow was 
bathed in the blood of the God-Man in 
baptism; that his spiritual life is nour- 
ished with the flesh of the Lamb of God; 
that the Holy Spirit, dwelling within 
him as in His living temple, fills him 
with the life and the power that are 
entirely divine—all this gives him the 
most efficacious motives for preserv- 
ing the glorious state of a child of God 
and for honoring this state by his vir- 
tuous behavior. 

We can expect everything great from 
a child who has learned from his eate- 
chism class that he is destined for a 
supreme end in the vision and love of 
God. This child has learned the pru- 
dence to be on his guard always con- 
cerning himself, and he is strengthened 
with every kind of help to wage war 
with implacable enemies. He has been 
drilled in being docile and subject by 
learning to venerate in his parents the 
image of the Father in heaven, and in 
the head of the State the authority that 
comes from God and has its reason for 
existence and its majesty from God. 
The student of the catechism is accus- 
tomed to respect in his brethren the like- 
ness of God that shines in his own coun- 
tenance, and to recognize under the pa- 
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A LITTLE LESS THAN THE ANGELS 


thetic appearance of the poor the Re- 
deemer Himself. Strong in his faith, he 
is saved early from doubts and uncer- 
tainty through the blessing of Catholic 
teaching, which has the title of its in- 
fallibilty and authenticity in its divine 
origin, in the marvelous fact of its es- 
tablishment on earth, and in the abun- 
dance of the wonderful and wholesome 
fruits it produces. Finally, our student 
of the catechism comes to understand 
that Catholic morality, fortified by the 
fear of punishment and the certain hope 
of the greatest rewards, does not suffer 
the fate of that civil ethic that would 
try to take the place of religious mo- 
rality. 

Father Staab quotes from Pope Pius 
XI’s encyclical on atheistic Commun- 
ism a passage which he calls perhaps 
the broadest and most succinct state- 
ment of the dignity of man. Here is 
the picture of the nobility of man as 
gathered by Pope Pius XI from reason 
and faith: “Man has a spiritual and 
immortal soul. He is a person, mar- 
velously endowed by his Creator with 
gifts of body and mind. He is a true 
‘microcosm,’ as the ancients said, with 
a value far surpassing that of the vast 
God alone is his 
last end, in this life and in the next. By 
sanctifying grace he is raised to the 
dignity of a son of God, and incorpo- 
rated into the kingdom of God in the 
Mystical Body of Christ. In conse- 
quence he has been endowed by God 
with many and varied prerogatives: 


inanimate cosmos. 


the right to life, to bodily integrity, to 
the necessary means of existence; the 
right to tend toward his ultimate goal 
in the path marked out for him by God; 
the right of association and the right to 
possess and use property.” 

This passage of the Holy Father por- 
trays for us the natural and super- 
natural nobility of man together with 
the corollaries that flow from his funda- 
mental dignity. “Any Christian an- 
thropology and sociology that claim 
completeness,” writes our author, “must 
take into consideration every individual 
element of man and his world as enu- 
merated by Pius XI.” 

Father Staab tells us that it is the 
plan of his study to concentrate es- 
pecially on man’s natural dignity, with- 
out ruling out the supernatural. The 
ultimate purpose of his study is to indi- 
cate that portion of papal doctrine that 
constitutes a broad fundamental rap- 
prochement with the thought and the 
conscience of reasonable men even out- 
side the Church. In accord with this 
purpose, the material will be concerned 
with mans’ body and his soul, his intel- 
lect and his will, the image of God that 
he bears in his being, and the dominion 
over the visible world that flows from 
this intelligent reflection of his Creator. 
The practical conclusions from the dig- 
nity of the body—man and sports, and 
the fallacy of racism—will follow the 
nobility of the body immediately. 

A second article of ours will give at- 
tention to these topics. 


“I 
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Confession of Sins Already Made 
Known to Confessor 
Question: A person seeking consola- 
tion or advice tells his story to a priest 
in the rectory and, in the course of the 
conversation, most of the sins of the 
person are made known to the priest. 
Finally the person decides or is per- 
suaded by the priest to go to confession. 
Will it be necessary for the penitent to 
mention again in the confessional the 
sins already made known to the priest 
outside of confession? The penitent did 
not have the intention of making a sac- 
ramental confession when he told his 
sins to the priest in the rectory. 
DISPUTANTES 


Answer: The confession of sins by 
the penitent must be what is called a 
sacramental confession, that is, an ac- 
cusation of sins made to a confessor as 
such for the purpose of obtaining abso- 
lution. Corresponding to the sacramen- 
tal accusation of sins by the penitent 
there must be sacramental judgment of 
the sins by the confessor. A mere nar- 
ration of sins to a priest in a conversa- 
tion for the purpose of seeking advice 
or consolation would not be a sacramen- 
tal accusation for the purpose of absolu- 
tion. 
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However, moralists commonly teach 
that specifie and distinct accusation in 
confession of sins previously made 
known to the confessor outside of the 
act of confession and for another pur- 
pose than sacramental absolution is not 
required. A generic accusation of the 
sins already made known to the confes- 
sor will suffice! Such an accusation 
could be expressed in these or similar 
words: “I accuse myself of all the sins 
which I have told you in our conversa- 
tion.” Or an affirmative answer to a 
question similarly worded by the con- 
fessor would suffice. I am presuming, 
of course, that all the sins thus included 
in the generic accusation, if necessary 
matter for confession, were previously 
made known to and understood by the 
priest according to the norms of inte- 
eral confession. If not, the confessor 
will have further questions to ask in 
order to procure an integral confession 


and complete the sacramental judgment. 


‘Cf. Cappello, De Sacramentis, U (ed. 4), 
n. 496; Noldin, Summa Theologiae Moralis 
(ed. 31), n. 389. 
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Tubal Ligations, Etc. 


Questions: 1) May a Catholic doctor 
tie a Catholic man’s or Catholic wom- 
an’s tubes for any reason? 2) If the 
Catholic will go to some “quack” despite 
what the doctor says, may he then tie 


them? 3) Can a non-Catholic doctor 


tie them without committing sin? 4) 
May a Catholic doctor tie a non-Catho- 
lic man’s or woman’s tubes, if they in- 
sist? 5) May a Catholic doctor fit a 
diaphragm for a Catholic who insists; 
for a non-Catholic who insists? 
WorrIED 


Answers: 1) I must suppose that the 
questioner is speaking of direct steriliza- 
tions, 1.e., for the purpose of preventing 
conception. Tubal ligations and double 
vasectomy are mutilations of the gen- 
erative organs which render conception 
impossible. Unless the principles of to- 
tality and double effect can be rightly 
applied, these mutilations must be 
classified as directly contraceptive steri- 
lizations and forbidden by the natural 
law. According to the principle of to- 
tality—the relation of the various parts 
of the body to the good of the whole 
body—the removal of a generative or- 
gan or the suppression of its function 
is morally justified only when such re- 
moval or suppression is necessary for 
the good of the whole body. This 
necessity will be verified only when the 
generative organs, precisely as parts of 
the body or in their functions precisely 
as parts of the whole body, are propor- 
tionately harmful to or destructive of 
the good of the whole body, so that the 
good of the whole body can be effected 
only through their removal or the sup- 
pression of their functions. Thus, ap- 
plying the other principle of double ef- 
fect, the good of the whole body is ef- 
fected immediately through the removal 
or suppression of the function of the 
organ and this effect is directly in- 
tended. The sterilization, or contracep- 
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tive effect, also results from the removal 
or suppression of the function of the or- 
gan, but the good of the body is not 
effected by the removal or suppression 
of the organ precisely as an organ which 
serves generation. In other words, the 
good effect resulting from the removal 
or suppression is not brought about by 
means of the sterilization; rather, the 
sterilization can and must be only in- 
directly intended or permitted. 

On the other hand, the generative or- 
gans in their procreative function exist 
for the good of the species, not for the 
good of the individual. 
erative organ is removed or its function 
is suppressed in order to prevent con- 
ception, whether the prevention of con- 
ception is willed as an end in itself or as 
a means for avoiding a pregnancy which 
might be dangerous to the health of the 
woman, the sterilization, or contracep- 
tive effect, is direct and forbidden by 
the natural law. 

Having prefaced the above remarks, 
I shall answer the questions with the 
understanding that the tubal ligations 
and vasectomies inquired about are di- 
rect sterilizations, or directly contracep- 


When a gen- 


tive procedures.” 

1) A Catholic doctor may not tie the 
tubes of a Catholic man or woman for 
any reason when the procedure is a di- 
rect sterilization. 

2) Even if the Catholic concerned will 
go to a “quack,” the doctor may not 
ligate a woman's tubes or perform vas- 
ectomy on a man. He may not pre- 
vent possible physical harm by im- 
moral means. 

3) The non-Catholic doctor is also 


* Actually a tubal ligation will be almost 
necessarily a directly contraceptive procedure. 
Cf. O’Donnell, Morals in Medicine (The 
Newman Press, 1959), p. 134 ff., on the Falk 
Procedure in relation to an example of a tubal 
resection which is not necessarily directly con- 
traceptive, and pp. 133-134 on vasectomy with 
prostatectomy. 





to 
Or 





sO 





QUESTIONS ANSWERED 


bound by the natural law. I cannot say 
whether or not an individual non-Cath- 
olic doctor would be guilty of formal 
sin. Obviously, even if he were in 
good faith in judging that his action is 
without sin, a Catholic may not make 
use of his services. 

4) The Catholic doctor’s conscience 
and his obligations are not altered at 
all by the fact that his patients are non- 
Catholics. Nor would the patient’s 
insistence change the morality of the 
doctor’s action. 

5) Since a diaphragm is a directly 
contraceptive device intended to frus- 
trate the very purpose of the act of in- 
tercourse, a physician may not aid his 
patient in its use, whether by advice, 
fitting, or even referral to another physi- 
cian. Such acts would make him guilty 
of co-operation in the sin of the patient. 
He would be guilty of formal co-opera- 
tion in an intrinsically evil act, whether 
the patient is Catholic or non-Catholic 
and whether the patient is guilty of 
formal or only material sin. 


Personal Penal Law 
and Reservation 


Question: In our diocese a censure 
is attached by diocesan statute to the 
violation of a certain ecclesiastical law, 
and the censure is reserved to the Ordi- 
nary. It is stated that the law is both 
territorial and personal, so that subjects 
of the diocese incur the censure ipso 
facto whether they violate the law in 
the diocese or elsewhere. My question 
is whether the reservation is also per- 
sonal or can it be personal in the sense 
that a subject who incurred the censure 
by violation of the law in the diocese 
or elsewhere could not be absolved by 
a confessor in another diocese? 

INQUIRER 


Answer: Though laws are presumed 
to be territorial and not personal, the 
Ordinary of the place could make a 
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Acoustical Tile (Fireproof) 
ARMSTRONG CORK 
COMPANY 


CBM, HPR 
Lancaster, Pa. 
Altar Bread 
CAVANAGH & SONS HPR 
Smithfield, R. | 
Aluminum Walls, Windows, 
Doors 
VALLEY METAL PRODUCTS 
COMPANY CBM 
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Auditorium Seating 

AMERICAN SEATING COMPANY CBM 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 

IDEAL SEATING COMPANY CBM 
Grand Rapids, Mich. 


Bird Repellant 
NATIONAL BIRD CONTROL 
LABORATORIES CBM 
Skokie, III. 
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UNIVERSAL BULLETIN BOARD. 


CO. M, HPR 
New York, N. Y. 
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Co. CBM, HPR 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
Candle Burners and 
Accessories 
GEO. A. FRIEDRICHS HPR 
Erie, Pa. 
WILL & BAUMER CANDLE 
co CBM, HPR 


Syracuse, we 


760 


Carillons 

PETIT & FRITSEN 
Deerfield, III. 

SCHULMERICH CARILLONS 


Sellersville, Pa. 
VERDIN, |. 
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law personal as well as _ territorial.® 
Also it does not seem to be beyond his 
power to make a penal law personal so 
that his own subjects will incur the 
penalty attached to the law wherever 
they violate it. 

A censure, once incurred, is in a 
sense personal of its very nature. It 
stays with the person wherever he goes 
until he is absolved from it. However, 
a latae sententiae censure, that is, one 
incurred ipso facto by the violation of a 
law to which it is attached, cannot be 
personal in the sense that any legisla- 
tor inferior to the Holy Father could 
so reserve a censure personally to him- 
self that no one else could absolve from 
it. The local Ordinary could reserve 
such a censure personally to himself 
to the extent that he could restrict the 
power of all priests subject to his own 
jurisdiction. Even such a reservation 
would have its limitations according to 
canon 882 (danger of death) and canon 
2254 (more urgent cases). Thus the 
local Ordinary could so reserve a cen- 
sure to himself personally as to restrict 
the power of all priests, even the Vicar 
General, who are subject to his own 
jurisdiction, that is, all his inferiors, but 
he could not restrict the jurisdiction 
whereby the latae sententiae censure 
could be absolved outside his own dio- 
cese. 

While, then, a censure is of itself 
something personal in the sense ex- 
plained and a latae sententiae censure 
can be reserved to the Ordinary person- 
ally within the limits mentioned, the 
reservation cannot be personal in the 
sense that the reservation follows the 
delinquent outside the territory of the 
person who legislated the latae senten- 
tiae censure and reserved its absolution. 
Such a personal reservation would be 
clearly contrary to canon 2247, §2: 


* Canon 8, #2. 


“The reservation of a censure in a par- 
ticular territory loses its force outside 
the limits of the territory, even though 
the one under censure leaves the terri- 
tory for the purpose of obtaining abso- 
lution.” 

In the above discussion, of course, | 
have not mentioned or considered ab 
homine censures, which remain reserved 
wherever a person may go. 


Rosaries Blessed by Pope: 
W hat Indulgences? 

Question: When a rosary has been 
blessed by the Pope, does it have all 
possible rosary indulgences, such as 
Dominican, Crosier, ete., or only the 
Apostolic Indulgences? 

In Dusio 

Answer: The only information I 
have on the question is found in De 
Angelis, De Indulgentiis.* The question 
is concerned with the indulgences 
which the Roman Pontiff attaches in 
blessing objects of piety which the 
faithful present to him, especially when 
he blesses them with a general form, 
declaring that he is attaching indul- 
gences. The author in response quotes 
a decree of Pope Pius X, June 12, 1913, 
to the effect that the Holy Father in- 
tends to attach to crosses, crucifixes, 
rosaries, ete., only the indulgences which 
are called Apostolic, unless he expressly 
signifies that he wishes to attach others 
as well. De Angelis quotes no later 
document and concludes that if the 
Roman Pontiff in blessing pious ob- 
jects wishes to attach to them other 
indulgences besides the Apostolic In- 
dulgences, which are proper and _ per- 
sonal to each Pontiff and are published 
by each Pontiff after his election, he 
must designate the other indulgences 
specifically and by name. 


*2 ed., Libreria Editrice Vaticana, n. 31. 
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Book Reviews 





Mother Seton to Mrs. Scott 


LetrERS OF MOoTHER SETON TO Mrs. 
JULIANNA Scott. By Msgr. Joseph B. 
Code (The Father Salvator M. 
Burgio Memorial Foundation in 
honor of Mother Seton), pp. 294. 
$4.50. 


The Right Rev. Monsignor Joseph B. 
Code, S.T.D., Se.Hist.D. (Louvain), 
F.R.Hist.8., needs no introduction to 
our readers. A distinguished historian 
of the Louvain school, he is the author 
of a number of books on American and 
English historical subjects. His con- 
stant, zealous interest, too, and his val- 
ued efforts, in promoting the Cause of 
Mother Seton’s Canonization are well 
known. His excellent translation of 
Madame De Barberey’s Elizabeth Seton 
is considered an English classical work 
regarding this heroic nun whose num- 
berless admirers fondly hope to see 
raised to the honors of the altar. 

The first edition of Letters of 
Mother Seton to Mrs. Julianna Scott, 
edited by Msgr. Code, was published in 
1935 and was greatly appreciated. A 
second edition, containing five addi- 
tional letters, is now presented at the 
request of the Very Reverend Father 
Salvator M. Burgio, C.M., Vice-Postu- 
lator for the Cause of Mother Seton. 
Since the life and remarkable labors of 
the Foundress of the American Sisters 
of Charity are now more widely known 
and affectionately appreciated, and her 
Cause is happily progressing, this sec- 
ond edition is sure of an even more 
hearty weleome than the cordial recep- 
tion accorded the first presentation. 


Monsignor Code has not been sat- 
isfied with merely collecting and pub- 
lishing these precious letters; he has 
carefully arranged them in chronolog- 
ical order, giving the date of each; has 
annotated them where this would assist 
the reader; and has prefaced various 
groups of letters with a graceful ac- 
count of the particular stage of her life 
at which Mother Seton wrote the 
respective letters. In fact, if anyone 
read merely these attractive “prefaces” 
shining through the book, he would en- 
joy a complete biography of the saintly 
woman whose life is thus portrayed. 
But the letters themselves are so cap- 
tivating that the reader will peruse the 
entire work continuously with absorb- 
ing interest. 

Klizabeth Ann Bayley was born in 
New York City on August 28, 1774, of 
Episcopalian parents and was naturally 
brought up an Episcopalian. She was : 
beautiful girl and was considered one 
of the belles of Old New York. Al- 
though she moved in the best society of 
her day and was exceedingly popular 
with both old and young, yet she re- 
mained quite unspoiled by the attention 
and affection that was lavished on her; 
in fact, from her earliest years she man- 
ifested a deeply religious spirit. Thus 
writes Monsignor Code: 


From childhood the religious tend- 
encies in the soul of Elizabeth were 
clearly manifest. By nature religious 
and inclined to piety, she showed an 
unusual love of prayer and self-sac- 
rifice. She felt drawn to those prac- 
tices in the Anglican Church which 
it had retained from Catholicism. 
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She loved the Sacred Scriptures and 
the Imitation of Christ. She con- 
sidered the guardian angels one of the 
most wonderful of God’s creations. 
Whenever she heard pronounced the 
Holy Name of Jesus she bowed her 
head with the greatest reverence. 
She wore a small crucifix on her 
breast as a token of love for her 
crucified Saviour. She longed to be 
united with the Body and Blood of 
Christ and, although she knew that 
her own Church could provide noth- 
ing but the mere elements of bread 
and wine as a figure of the great 
Reality, yet she prepared herself for 
their reception with the utmost fervor. 
She devoted some time every evening 
to an examination of conscience, 
going over carefully in her mind the 
thoughts and actions of the day, re- 
proaching herself for the faults she 
might have committed, and asking 
the assistance of her heavenly friends 
to lead her soul to the feet of God in 
the ways of righteousness. 


On January 25, 1794, at Trinity 
Chureh, New York, the charming, 
much-sought-after Elizabeth Ann Bay- 
ley was married to William Magee 
Seton in the presence of a brilliant so- 
cial group. During the eight years of 
Mrs. Seton’s happy married life she was 
an ideal wife, sharing her devoted hus- 
band’s joys and sorrows, his suecesses 
and adversities, nursing him in illness 
like an angel of mercy, and finally 
bringing him close to God and praying 
with him in his last hours at Pisa, Italy. 
Assisted and comforted and inspired by 
his angelic wife, William died on 
December 27, 1804, with the name of 
Jesus on his lips. Both husband and 
wife were Protestants, but we can be 
confident that they were in good faith 
and united to God by perfect charity. 
Four long years were yet to elapse be- 
fore the young widow and her five 
lovely children were received into the 
true Church and thus attained “the 
blessed vision of peace.” 
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As a result of her embracing the 
Catholic Faith, Elizabeth’s Protestant 
relatives and friends deserted her and 
even persecuted her, but there was 
happily one exception. Julianna Scott 
continued a treasured friendship which 
Was even intensified with the passing 
of the years, and later two other Prot- 
estant friends, Mrs. Catherine Duplex 
and Mrs. Elizabeth Sadler came to 
Elizabeth’s 
Code writes as follows: 


assistance. Monsignor 


They braved the storm of oppo- 
sition that their friend’s conversion 
had occasioned and relieved her em- 
barrassing situation. Elizabeth first 
thought of opening a little school with 
herself as principal, but finally de- 
cided to offer her assistance to a Mr. 
Patrick White who intended founding 
a school for children in New York 
City. Mr. White gladly accepted 


Elizabeth’s offer. When the Rev. Mr. | 


Hobart heard of the plan he did all 
in his power to upset it. But Eliza- 
beth’s trust in God was supreme and 
her indifference to worldly concerns 
so holy that, concerning the school 
venture, she wrote to Antonio 
Filicchi, under date of May 6, 1805: 
“Patience! If it sueceeds, I bless 
God; if it does not succeed, I bless 
God because then it will be right that 
it should not succeed!” 


Antonio Filiechi, mentioned in this 
letter (as in others) was an exemplary 
Italian Catholic who directed a flour- 
ishing business and traveled between 
Leghorn and New York. His family 
accommodated Elizabeth and her hus- 
band and eldest child during William’s 
fatal illness. Antonio had proved him- 
self again and again a friend in need. 
Before Elizabeth’s reception into the 
Church he had taken a zealous personal 
interest in her spiritual welfare; he was 
joyfully present at her reception; both 
before and after she entered the Chureh 
he assisted her financially in a most 
generous way. “The generosity of 
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PREVIEWS AND 
PRACTICAL CASES 


By Owen M. Cloran, S.J. 


This is Book One — Preliminaries 
and Impediments — for profes- 
sors and students of Canon Law 
and parish clergy to use in prepa- 
ration of marriage cases. Includes 
32 marriage cases which come un- 
der Title Seven of the Code of 
Canon Law. 


$7.50 





THE GENERAL 
COUNCILS 
OF THE CHURCH 


By the Rev. John L. Murphy 


A new and popular appraisal of 
the general councils prepared 
since Pope John’s proclamation 
concerning the forthcoming coun- 
cil. 


$3.50 


MANUAL 
OF CANON LAW 


By Fernando Della Rocca 


A Commentary on the Code of 
Canon Law, it follows very closely 
the texts of the Code itself. Un- 
der each general heading, the 
author has collated all pertinent 
Code material so that all facets 
of a problem are treated together. 


$9.50 








UNITED FOR 
SEPARATION 


By William D. Falcon and 
Lawrence P. Credon 

An analysis of assaults on the 
Catholic Church by Protestants 
and Other Americans United for 
Separation of Church and State 
(POAUV). 

$3.95 
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905 Bruce Building 


INTRODUCING THE 
OLD TESTAMENT 


By Frederick L. Moriarty, S.J. 


Leads to a better understanding 
of the Old Testament by studying 
fifteen prominent Old Testament 
figures whose lives covered a 


span of two thousands years. 


$4.25 








AT YOUR BOOKSTORE 
PUBLISHING 


THE LIFE 
OF BENEDICT XV 


By the Rev. Walter H. Peters 
The first English biography of an 


almost forgotten pope whose life 
spanned an era that was impor- 
tant for the Church and the 
world. 


$4.50 
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Antonio Filicchi,” writes Monsignor 
Code, “in addition to the part he played 
in the conversion of Elizabeth Seton. 
should never be forgotten by those who 
at any time have felt the benefit of 
Seton charity and education. It is a 
debt that can be repaid only by venerat- 
ing the memory of this noble-minded 
Italian who could not rest until the af- 
flicted Elizabeth enjoyed some sense of 
security both for herself and for her 
children.” 

The Rev. Mr. Hobart, mentioned in 
the above letter, had been chosen as 
spiritual director by Elizabeth as an 
Episcopalian and was greatly revered 
by her, as he in turn cherished her as 
the most valued soul in his small con- 
gregation. But Elizabeth em- 
braced the Catholic religion, the Rey. 
Hobart turned bitterly against her and 
even did his utmost to prevent her suc- 


once 


ceeding in getting a modest position | 
that would barely support the young | 


widow and her helpless orphan children. 


The opposition, the ridicule, the oblo- | 


quy, and the ostracism heaped upon the 
now Catholie Elizabeth and children by 
former relatives and friends beggar all 

What a marvelous relief 
it must have been to her to betake her- 
self and children, in God’s good time, 
to Maryland and there begin at Balti- 
more and finally establish at Emmits- 
burg the glorious work the very mention 
of which thrill 
supernal 


description. 


sends a 


appreciation and delight 
through the heart of every American 
Catholic. Whenever hear 
the Mother Seton, it 


seems as if a magie button were pressed 


we pro- 


nounced name 
in our heart to release a veritable del- 
uge of tender, holy, grateful, ineffable 
emotions that sweep over our soul and 
encompass it with celestial rapture. 
Almong Elizabeth’s former Protes- 
tant friends, whose name was legion, 


of grateful | 
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and who practically all deserted her and 
reviled her when she entered the Fold of 


Peter, one stands forth decked, we may 


say, with a halo of unchanging and un- 
changeable love. The volume I am 
reviewing shows in a most touching 
manner the immutable reciprocation of 
this affection on the part of Mother 
Seton. A mutual love bound together 
the hearts of Elizabeth Seton and 
Julianna Scott from their early years, 
and age could not wither that fair flower 
of friendship, absence could not weaken 
its bond, time could not obliterate its 
golden letters, death could not quench 
its undying fire. 

To all I say: Thank Monsignor Code 
most heartily for giving us this de- 
lightful, precious book. Procure it. 
Read it. And then thank God that the 
letters it contains lift the veil and en- 
able us to get a glimpse of the exquisite, 
faithful, heroic, saintly heart of Mother 
Seton. 


MIcHAEL ID. Forrest, M:S.C. 


Heaven Is Stronger Than We 


Mrracte at Fatima. By Wilhelm Hun- 
ermann (P. J. Kenedy & Sons, New 
York, 1959), pp. vill + 214. $3.95. 
Miracle at Fatima is a translation of 

Der Himmel ist stdrker als wir (Heaven 

Is Stronger Than We). The author, 

Wilhelm Hunermann, is a German 

priest, at present stationed in Essen. 

During the rule of Nazism he was 

silenced in both teaching and writing, 

but since that time he has made up for 
it and has produced some thirty biogra- 
phies and religious novels. Some of his 
better known works are The Life of St. 

Clement Mary Hofbauer and a biog- 

raphy of Pope Pius X. 

The present novel on Fatima, pub- 
lished first in Mainz, Germany, in 1956, 
has been translated into English by 
Florence and Isabel McHugh who are 


already known for their excellent trans- 
lations. What Franz Werfel with his 
Song of Bernadette did in behalf of 
Lourdes, Father Hunermann’s Miracle 
at Fatima wishes to accomplish on be- 
half of Fatima. Though the present 
work does not possess those literary 
qualities which made Werfel’s book a 
best-seller, we may assure the author 
that he reached his goal: “I trust . 
that it may succeed in conveying . 
some idea of the miracle of grace that 
took place for all of us under the golden 
sun of Portugal” (Foreword). 

Before writing his novel, Father Hun- 
ermann spent several months in Fatima 
to secure first-hand knowledge of the 
place and its history. He walked along 
the same paths trod by the young seers; 
he talked with their families and inter- 
viewed neighbors who had been wit- 
nesses to the miraculous events; he 
studied the life and customs of that part 
of Portugal. It becomes then so easy 
for the reader to live—in company with 
Lucia dos Santos, Francisco Marto and 
his sister Jacinta—those extraordinary 
days of 1917. With the exception of 
several minor characters typical of the 
region, all the other roles are real peo- 
ple. The backgrounds of the various 
scenes are painted with a feeling for 
beauty and color. Though the author 
declares to “have been fully conscious 
all the time of the impossibility of ex- 
pressing the ineffable,” yet he sueceeded 
in giving us excellent descriptions of the 
miraculous scenes with Our Lady and 
of the celestial phenomena that oc- 
curred. 

At times, however, some incongruous 
words and reflections mar the picture. 
When confined in the house of the Pre- 
feet, little Francis makes the rather un- 
likely remark to his two companions: 
“Do you know who she makes me think 
of? She makes me think of Pontius Pi- 


767 








THE HOMILETIC 


i= eemaatnalelal-taame itera 











VAY MAKE 

id PLAIN GLASS 
> x INTO 

AU NAVN STAINED GLASS 











Through the use of low 
cost Windowphanie plain glass windows can be 
transformed into rich, beautiful church windows. 
EASILY APPLIED FREE SAMPLES 

Serving Since 1901 


WINDOWPHANIE CO. Dept. HP 
Box 229, Glen Ridge, N. J. 











COLORFUL 


taster 





A Slee aune 


Rl RCH 
THE INTERIOR OR EXTERIOR OF YOUR CHU 
‘ IN NATURAL COLOR ny. 
uced from your color 
You can raise funds fer ! © Oe aioe 


your church by selling all , hes WOLY PICTURES 
S eetentons fem Christmas and Easter greet- 
0 ese *variou P | ing cards showing a picture 








reprod 


Samples and‘ prices on | of your church and your 
request. ; own special text, 


TICHNOR BROTHERS, INC. 


1249 Boylston Street, Boston, Mass. 





768 








AND PASTORAL 


REVIEW 


late’s wife. She was good, too, and she 
did not want her husband to condemn 
Our Lord” (p. 102). 
talking with a certain Luis, Francis ex- 
claims: 


Later on, when 
“That’s funny! Always a new 
story! First we’re beaten to death, then 
we're to be hanged, then torn to pieces, 
then boiled and roasted, and now we're 
to be stuck into the mill, too. I’d just 
love to know how they’ll manage to do 
it all” (p. 151). Not only conversa- 
tions, but also some characters (e.g., 
Luis, the village piper of Fatima, Maria 
Carreira, Luisa Bernardos) have been 
overdrawn. 

Miracle at Fatima, nevertheless, will 
make every reader acquainted with the 
extraordinary happenings of 1917 in an 
interesting and easy manner. This 
novel will not become a best-seller, but 
it may well become the favored reading 
of this year, since Fatima and 1960 ar« 
so closely linked. 

Fipe.is Buck, 8.J. 


Virgin Father of Jesus 


JOSEPH AND DaILy CHRISTIAN Liv- 
ING. By Francis L. Filas, S.J. (The 
Maemillan Company, New York, 
1959), pp. x + 182. $3.95. 

Father Filas is an authority on St. 
Joseph. He has already published five 
books, a few pamphlets, and some two 
dozen articles about this Saint. With 
this recent book le presents us a truly 
comprehensive work on the foster father 
of Christ. 
stitute the 
about the life and devotion to St. 


Two types of material con- 

present volume: “facts 
Joseph, and reflections that grow out of 
them.” The author claims that these 
reflections “are based on history and 
dogma and ascetical theology, not on 
legends, private revelations, or pious 
faney.” It could be argued, however, 
that Father Filas did not always strictly 
follow this self-imposed norm; he, too, 
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sees to have followed at times “pious 
fancy.” 

The book covers all the phases of 
Joseph’s life. All the Gospel texts 
which concern Joseph and his relations 
with Mary and Jesus have been taken 
into consideration and receive satisfac- 
tory explanation. We are told about 
Joseph’s vocation, about his family 
background and marriage, his virginity 
and doubt, his fatherhood and exile, his 
hidden life and death. 

“The reflections,” writes the author, 
“are written for men and women in any 
walk of life. They are particularly in- 
tended to have special value for people 
who are worried and who need positive 
encouragement.” The reflections stress, 
therefore, such things as vocation and 
perfection, faith and providence, the 
dignity of virginity and marriage, con- 
formity to God’s will, charity, scruples, 
false guilt, discouragement, jealousy 
and envy, cheerfulness and zeal, a 
wholesome attitude toward death, a 
deep spirit of gratitude. The weakness 
of some of these reflections consists in 
the fact that they are far-fetched and 
the following opening words: 
Thus the reflection on “Serupulosity and 
Guilt” is tied to St. Joseph only by 


‘“Joseph’s 


following opening words: “Joseph’s 
hesitancy involved a mental difficulty 
before what seemed to be an insuperable 
obstacle. There, too, a series of lessons 
unfolds for us ¥5 

There is hardly any question or prob- 
lem which eseaped the attention of the 
wuthor. He thus 


discards certain 


apocryphal legends which concern 
Joseph’s advanced age and supposed 
earlier marriage and that he was chosen 
to take charge of the Blessed Virgin by 
the sign of the miraculously blooming 
staff. When discussing the various 
titles which are given to St. Joseph, the 
author judges “Virgin Father of Jesus” 


as one of the best. As for the star of 
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and distributed by MATSON PHOTO SERVICE 


II. MATSON COLOR SLIDES AND FILMSTRIPS 


Sub- Film 
jects Slides strips 
The Life of Our Lord 52 $15.00 $7.00 
The 23rd Psalm 14 5.00 3.50 
Blue Galilee 13 4.00 3.00 
Petra 20 6.00 4.00 


Geography of Palestine 50 14.50 6.50 


FREE—-with each slide set or filmstrip—-MANUAL 
giving descriptions and Bible quotations. 


Write for free descriptive folders listing hundreds of sub- 
jects— Bible land scenes, sacred art, etc. 


THE MATSON PHOTO SERVICE 


1281-H So. Highland Ave. Los Angeles 19, Calif. 
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A Guide To Help Daily 
Catholic Living in the Home 
throughout the year 


ASHBY CATHOLIC MISSAL 
CALENDARS follow the latest de- 
crees for the simplification of the 
Rubrics and facilitate the par- 





ishioners use of the Missal... a 
stimulant or more active partici- 
pation in the Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. Available in both Master- 
piece and Special Heading Editions 
individualized for your church, 

If you have not used _ these 
beautiful calendars, do so now! A 
society may sell them as a highly 
profitable means of raising funds 
or you can specify them from an 











interested sponsor, 


428 STATE STREET 
ERIE, PENNSYLVANIA 


Publisher OF INFORMATIVE LITURGICAL CALENDARS 


Write for Clergy’s FREE 1960 SAMPLE and 
1961 Circular, Compare and see how they 





will help in your parish homes. 
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FOLDING TABLE LINE 


Kitchen committees, social 
groups, attention! Factory 
prices & discounts up to 40% 
to Churches, Schools, Clubs, 
etc. Monroe all-new FOLD- 
KING Banquet Tables, with 
exclusive new automatic 
folding and locking. 68 
, models and sizes. 

BIG NEW CATALO G—Color pictures. Featuring tables, 
chairs, table ond chair trucks, platform-risers, portable partitions. 


THE MONROE CO., 52 Church St., Colfax, lowa 








NO. K-3 TABLE. 
TEMPERED MASONITE 
PLASTICIZED TOP 


TRUCKS FOR 
TABLES, CHAIRS 
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Stainless Steel, Bronze & Aluminum 
Indoor and Outdoor 

Honor Rolls 
Memorial Tablets 


NEW LOW PRICES 
WRITE FOR OUR FREE CATALOG 
Gniversal Bulletin Board Co., Inc. 


916 B’way N. Y. 10, N. ¥. © GR 3-7426 























MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 1,500,000 
SUNFLOWER DISHCLOTHES 


Were sold in 1959 by members of many organizations. 
They enable you to earn money for your treasury and 
make friends for your organization. 


Samples FREE 


SANGAMON MILLS 


Established 1915 Cohoes, N.Y. 





Looking for a 


PUBLISHER 


Your book can be published, promoted, distrib- 

uted by successful, reliable company noted for me 
prompt, personal service. All subjects. Free 

Editorial Report. Inquiries also invited from businesses, 
organizations, churches, etc. Send for Free Booklet. 


Vantage Press, Dept. HM, 120 W. 31, New York 1 
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the Magi, the author seems to favor 
three planets in conjunction, though 
one may wonder why the author felt 
the need to enter into such details which 
have no bearing on St. Joseph’s por- 
trait. In a special chapter the major 
statements of the popes, from Pius IX 
to Pius XII, are given, statements which 
exalt the role, the holiness and the per- 
sonality of St. Joseph. In another 
chapter he lists some eighteen classes of 
people who may look up to St. Joseph as 
their special patron. 

With regard to St. Joseph’s preroga- 
tives, Father Filas declares with “the 
body of Josephite theologians” that St. 
Joseph was not given the privilege of 
immaculate conception. As for “pre- 
natal sanctification,” he decides condi- 
tionally: “if the privilege was neces- 
sary for inereasing Joseph’s fitness for 
his vocation, then God bestowed it on 
him.” There is also the question of St. 
Joseph’s corporal assumption. The au- 
thor adduces two arguments: one 
based on Matthew 27, 52; the other on 
John 6, 54. He concludes: “For all 
these reasons, then, we can prudently 
accept as probable that Joseph’s body 
was gloriously brought back to life after 
the resurrection of Jesus, and that, body 
and soul, Joseph was taken into heaven 
with Jesus at the time of our Lord’s 
Ascension.” 

FIpELis Buck, S.J. 


Anti-Communist Catechism 


(JUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON COMMUN- 
isM. By Richard J. Cardinal Cush- 
ing (St. Paul Editions, 50 St. Paul’s 
Ave., Boston 30, Mass., 1959), pp. 
155. $1.00. 

First of all, this valuable paperback is 
an earnest reply to those who complain 
that too much attention is paid to Com- 
The 
Cardinal has published his thesis ‘to 


munism by American Catholies. 





su 
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arouse many from a state of apathy and 
indifference toward an_ international 
conspiracy that is bent on the domina- 
tion of the world.” The Cardinal is 
right. By the written word, by the 
spoken word, by argument, by persua- 
sion each American must employ every 
resource at his commartd to defeat the 
most potent foe civilization has yet en- 
countered. 

The paperback is divided into twelve 
chapters and concludes with a very in- 
teresting and valuable supplement di- 
vided into two parts. Part One the 
Cardinal titles “Miscellaneous Ques- 
tions Asked by Youth during My 
Conferences and Lectures.” The sec- 
ond part he devotes to “Additional 
Questions Asked by Students of Jour- 
nalism.”’ Each chapter is rounded out 
with an excellent list of suggested read- 
ings. This reviewer noticed that one of 
these, on page 132, ends with an anim- 
adversion headed “Very Valuable.” It 
is, too: “the reports and hearings of the 
Sub-Committee on Internal 
Security, particularly those on the In- 
stitute of Pacific Relations. Consulta- 
tion could also be had with House Com- 
mittee on Un-American Activities, 
House Office Building, Washington, 
D. C., on testimony of Protestant mis- 
sionaries (italics supplied).” That is 
how up-to-the-minute are the 155 pages 
of His Eminence’s elaboration. 

Each chapter is comprised of num- 
bered questions, with the Cardinal’s 
answers. Communism’s nature; it’s at- 
titude toward reforms; Communism and 
the Catholic Church; its relation to the 
its progress here and 


Senute 


working classes; 
especially in China—all these fasei- 
nating details are bound up neatly and 
attractively between the paper covers 
of Questions and Answers on Commu- 
Need one stress the value of such 
an inexpensive booklet to Catholic 
homes and, particularly, for the use of 


nism. 
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Spring Reading 


ALL LOST IN WONDER 


Sermons on Theology and Life 
by Walter J. Burghardt, S.J. 


Stressing dogma rather than morality, be- 
lief rather than conduct, and thought ra- 
ther than action these talks capture the 
redemptive message and the redemptive 
activity of Christ in compelling fashion. 

$3.75 


MORALITY AND THE 
HOMOSEXUAL 
by Michael J. Buckley, D.D. 


The only Catholic book devoted ex- 
clusively to the subject of homosexuality. 
Fundamentally a contribution to pastoral 
theology, Father Buckley’s work will pro- 
vide the priest with practical guidance in 
dealing with this problem. $3.50 


ENCOUNTERS WITH 
SILENCE 


by Karl Rahner, S.J. 
Translated by James M. Demske, S.J. 


Man’s relationship with God, santifica- 
tion of daily routine, fidelity to one’s call- 
ing—these are some of the subjects dis- 
cussed in Encounters with Silence. With 
these prayerful considerations, Father 
Rahner proves that his theology is as prac- 
tical as it is profound. $1.95 


CATECHISM OF CATHOLIC 
SOCIAL TEACHING 


by Amintore Fanfani 
Translated by Henry J. Yannone 


A clear presentation, in question and 
answer form, of the political and social 
teaching of the Catholic Church. The 
author is a former Premier of Italy. $2.75 


Wherever good books are sold 


THE NEWMAN press 


Westminster, Maryland 




















THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 


parochial and high school (and college) 
study clubs. We have rarely encoun- 
tered so much in so little and for so 
little. 

Pau R. Rust 


A Word on Recent Publications 


Coeducation in Catholic Schools. By 
Basil Frison, C.M.F. This is a com- 
mentary, by an authority, on the 1958 
instruction of the Sacred Congregation 
of. Religious which provoked so much 
discussion among those engaged in con- 


ducting mixed schools. The author has, 
of course, the American slant on things 
and there is much that is very helpful 
in the interpretations he offers. For the 
competency of the book it should suffice 
to observe that Cardinal Larraona has 
praised it highly. For anyone engaged 
in administering coeducational institu- 
tions the book is a “must.”  Dis- 
tributed by Daughters of St. Paul, 50 
St. Paul’s Ave., Jamaica Plain, Boston 
30, Mass. 


Faith Is the Substance. By Kath- 
erine Burton. The life of Mother 





BASIC SPIRITUAL MEANS 


By Father Philip Dion, C.M. 
Joseph F. Wagner, Inc., New 
York, 255 pp., $4.50. 


In his popular Keys to the Third 
Floor, Father Dion took Teresa of 
Avila’s Way of Perfection and gave 
a modern application of its profound 
truths in practical, easily under- 
stood terms. Since the Sisters re- 
ceived this version with enthusiasm, 
Father has now responded with a 
logical sequel, Basic Spiritual 
Means. This instructs the Sisters in 
the precise nature and means of 
sanctification such as: mental 
prayer, particular examen, obedi- 
ence, conformity to God’s will, con- 
fession and humility. 

Besides explaining these exercises 
and virtues, Father offers specific 
methods of integrating them into a 
unified spiritual life. For example, 
the chapter entitled “The Particular 
Examen” follows a 15-page detailed 
chapter on “The Predominant 
Fault.’ Again, the particular ex- 
amen is divided into these helpful 
subheads: Difficulties in Particular 
Examen; Resolutions Should Be 
Particular; Resolutions Should Be 
Positive; Resolutions and Fire 





Drills; A Method for Particular 
Examen; Practicing Interior Vir- 
tues; Reminder for the Day; Un- 
foreseeable Temptations to a Pre- 
dominant Fault; Why We Forget 
the Resolution in Temptation; Ex- 
amen Should Be Forward Looking. 

Father Dion’s style is conversa- 
tional and direct, similar to con- 
fessional direction and advice. 
Aware that Sisters might have mis- 
understood the structure of Chris- 
tian perfection, he oversimplifies 
and leaves little to inference. If, as 
Father Dion implies in his preface, 
many religious women have fuzzy 
and confused notions about spiritu- 
ality, then this plainly written and 
comprehensive book should make 
purposes and practices clear to 
them. Some of Father’s explana- 
tions and examples are superlative, 
especially the two sections on “Hu- 
mility” and “Purity of Intention.” 

(For religious women and their 
spiritual directors. Good refectory 
reading. The contents are not ab- 
struse and permit the thought to 
penetrate despite table distrac- 
tions.) 


SISTER Mary VIANNEY,S.S.J. 
in Ave Maria 
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Theodore Guerin, foundress of the 
Sisters of Providence, 
house in the U.S. 
Woods, Indiana. f the most dis- 
tinguished writers in the country, 
Katherine Burton has written carefully 
and skillfully of the foundress of one of 
the larger religious communities in the 
country, whose members teach some 
60,000 Catholic children all over the 
U.S. B. Herder Book Co., St. Louis 2, 
Mo., 260 pp., $4.50. 


mother- 
Mary-of-the 


whose 
is Saint 
One of 


Six non-Catho- 
lies take a searching look at what they 
consider to be the strengths and weak- 
nesses of the Catholic Church in 
America. Stringfellow Barr 
American Catholies and their intellee- 
tual heritage; Robert McAfee Brown 
examines “the issues which divide us”; 
Rabbi Arthur Gilbert takes a hard look 
at Jews, prejudice and Catholic prac- 
tice. There’s a postscript by Gustave 
Weigel, S.J. “mirror” to reflect 
how others see us, this is an unusual 
both disturbing and 
Sheed & Ward, N.Y., 230 


American Catholics. 


writes on 


For a 
book which is 
stimulating. 
pp., $3.75. 


Meditations on the Old Testament. 
By Gaston Brillet, C.Or., translated by 
Kathryn Sullivan, R.S.C.J. This is the 
first of a projected four-volume series. 
This one is on “the Narratives.” The 
three to follow will treat: the Psalms; 
Wisdom. It is refreshing to 
have a solid Catholic book of medita- 
tions on the Old Testament. The au- 
thor cites a text and then, stressing key 


Prophecy ; 


ideas and points, he directs our reading 
in such wise that we are prepared for 
the meditation itself. The author has 
spent virtually his entire life in forming 
and his style is direct, 
ing and most sincere. The translation 
the level of excellence one has 
come to expect from the translator in 


priests, penetrat- 


is of 
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LIGHTERS and 


SAND BOXES 
























AIR RING 
EXTINGUISHER 


| Safely extinguishes 
flame without dam- 
age to wick or 
candle. Length, 5’. 
Price $12.50 


KWIK-LITERS 
Wooden lighting 
sticks for use in 
lighting votive lights, 
Packed 250 to tube, 
Price $9.00 case 

of 6 tubes 


SAND BOXES 


For extinguishing 
and holding wood 
lighting stick. 

Price $5.00 each 








See your Church Goods Dealer 
or our representative 


CANDLES tad ACCESSORIES 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., INC. 
Established 1855 


Syracuse, N. Y. 








Burn Rubbish Safely 
‘Yard Boy’ d 
ourpoor INCINERATOR 


RE 
Quickly, safely reduces 
to fine ash all burn- 
able rubbish, garbage, 
leaves, litter, etc., even 
in inclement weather. 
No extra fuel is re- 
quired. 


Lights at top burns 
downward. Construc- 
tion of cast iron and 
heavy gauge sheet 
ironcompletely 
coated with fire and 
weather resistant Vit- 
reous Porcelain 
Enamel. 


Endorsed by institutions 
and Fire Prevention 
Authorities from coast- 
to-coast. 





PRICES, f.0.b. Reading Pa. 
No. 6—6 bu. capacity—wt. 150 Ibs. $99.50 
No. 3—3 bu. capacity—wt. 100 Ibs. $59.50 
Write for descriptive circular 


-- ARCHITECTURAL 
J. W. Fiske ‘weras. ine. 
Dept. 9, 111 Pennsylvania Ave., Paterson, N. J. 
ESTABLISHED 1858 








erre 


773 











THE HOMILETIC AND PASTORAL REVIEW 





Advertisers’ Index 


Armstrong Acoustical Ceilings.................. Cover, 2 
Ashby Company, Publishers.....................6: 769 
os cecccdnceensdnaena canine 703 
ES I Os ccna Seba ama wae 703 
eas cw anh auiahitn ew onee 695 
MS a ona inane vaedhiadde enews 766 
Bruce Publishing Company...................0000- 765 
ee ee eaeaeaneae 760-761 
Catholic Building and Maintenance.............- 760 _ 
Catholic Institution and Parish Clinic.............. 

Catholic Univereitios, 8.V.D.........ccccccccccccecs 308 
Cavanagh & Sons, aia ae Sai aag aida 701 
Chicago Seating Company.................eceseeeee 759 
Community Counselling Service.................04. 704 
CORONA Cee GEOOD Cie cc cn cncedcccccccscteses 703 
Creviston & Son Jewelry Mfg. Co...............+- 703 
Daleiden, Lawrence N., Co...........-..cceecceeees 703 
SE, WU, Ge Bn ces ccsisenasoccccceccoverens 695 
i, Ce OR NG i cccemeccebnestameewbene 703 
Finn, Thomas Richard, & Associates.............. 689 
Fiske Manufacturing & Supply Co................. 773 
RE SC rn Cover 3 
a a anid wale arg nn alge 768 
OE ES ee ee Ce ee 766 
CG Ble Ci ccs caawaeaeen nannies 703 
Gill, Patrick i i aici tsp waa Geet ReEN aM 703 
Goedecke, W illiam F., & Sons............-..+++--- 759 
eee TR, Te. Oe BD, hic cncdinncnececeaeed 690-693, 703 
Herder B., Book Company...............-sseseeee 703 
BOD PURGE COE. 5 occ ccccccccccvccvescecsece 703 
SE CN CM ci cag entrdddeawnne veceewknsaseod 703 
ose i canee ne cawendonsoasuamedmin 703 
re 697 
Lohmann, E. M., Company, The.................. 703 
Louisville Metal Products Company.............. 700 
Biateom Photo Bervies.....ccccccccccccccccsccccccce 769 
eke lcci habs akan iRabh kaha aadaiaaae bates 770 
I SI To ccna aa Scaaneheewhewedene 771 
i i a eg. ccc ensan sehen sitewmes 775 
i i ss cineca neidctibbnenwaend ot 708 
RO, OO vc ace cactnewaesevnsiebosens 766 
Rambusch Decorating Company.................+- 706 
SE SR ee TT ee 770 
as ane Bide ae Se auan eres 703 
Simmons Plating Works...........ccccccccceccccces 703 
Smith, Ben J.,. Mfg. & Supply Company.......... 775 
NEN, GO co a cc kcacecce cee scaseanwevsesre 703 
8.V.D. Catholic Universities. ............cccccccese 696 
I a ee eee an waa bea wad 768 
i i, CU, . cicciccasersoenaancuns 757 
Tonini, F., & Son FECL Ee eee ee eee 703 
Trutter Plating Sonznuney sed aE a oa GRCRENO EEE 703 
Universal Bulletin Board...................eeeeees 770 
I on tae er ibivedesidbebeeeemaoente 770 
EE SE, ug BD a co winaspacrcscséncsegsass 705, 772 
Will & Baumer Candle Company....... ott C i * . 
EY ‘nasnabenssrccevensnecsstsesadcdasavte 

Winterich, John W., & Associates.................. 103 
I ii ak hc eileen nhmcmonnalnlen niet edie 703 





774 





whatever field of Scripture writing she 
may devote herself. Desclée Company, 
New York, pp. 239, $3.50. 


History of the Sovereign Order of 
St. John of Jerusalem. By Col. Thourot 
Pichel. This is the history of the 
Knights of Malta, a 900-year-old mili- 
tary-religious-hospitaller order which, 
since its expulsion from Malta by 
Napoleon, has functioned as “a govern- 
ment without a state.” The role of the 
Knights in the history of Western 
Christendom has not always been made 
clear. The present volume should go a 
long way to help students of history 
understand an important aspect of 
little-known events, since this is the 
first published history covering the 900 
years of the Knights of Malta. At the 
present time, Catholics make up a fair 
portion of the membership. Crux News 
Service, Shickshinny 2, Penn., 148 pp., 
$2.50. 


Secular Institutes and the State of 
Perfection. By Salvador Canals. 
Since 1947 the growth and importance 
in the Church of secular institutes has 
been one of the amazing phenomena in 
the life of the Church. The author, an 
official of the S. Cong. Relig., is in 
charge of its Office of Secular Institutes. 
The first section of the book explains 
the nature‘of the institutes; their his- 
tory; the law governing them. The sec- 
ond section is devoted to a study of the 
priesthood in its relation to secular in- 
stitutes. The volume also contains a 
translation of the three organic docu- 
ments forming the legal basis for this 
new type of ecclesiastical organization. 


Scepter, Chicago, 173 pp., $2.75. 
Simon Peter. By Msgr. Georges 
Chevrot. A very human and close-up 


study of the personality of the Chief 
of the Apostles derived from placing 
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Peter constantly before his Master. 
The author, with genuine sympathy and 
keen spiritual insights, describes how 
Christ formed Simon into the glorious 
saint he became. For meditation the 
book holds out rich promise since the 
author’s idea is to lead the reader to see 
something of ourselves in St. Peter and 
to motivate us to strive toward an imi- 
tation of the saint in the light of some 
similarity of the apostolate. Scepter, 
Chicago, 246 pp., $3.25. 


The Bible in the Early Middle Ages. 
By Robert E. McNally, S.J. This is 
another in the series of Woodstock 
Papers, and maintains the same high 
standard of scholarship one noted in its 
forerunners. It is divided into two 
main sections: the study of the Bible 
in the Early Middle Ages; Bible com- 
mentaries during that period. A valu- 
able bibliography is appended. The 
Newman Press, Westminster, Md., 121 
pp., $1.50. 


Praying in Public. By Rev. Thomas 
Regis Murphy. This is a collection of 
more than three score prayers suitable 
for use on as many occasions, when the 
priest will be expected to lead others in 
public prayer. A precious source book 
for a priest asked to give the Invocation 
or Benediction in such assorted com- 
pany as: public school graduation; boy 
scouts; father and son banquet; ground 
breaking for hospital; interracial 
gathering ; day, ete. The 
authors regulae et monita (tips on 
priestly decorum at such affairs) is 
really an excellent set of suggestions. 
The Bruce Publishing Co., Milwaukee, 
Wis., 128 pp., $1.25. 


veterans’ 


A.M.C. 





} . matter 


what the season— 
you're comfortably 
correct in a 
Clergyman’s 
Springweave Suit 
tailored by 

Palm Beach Co. 


For the address of the 
dealer nearest you, 
drop a line to 


Palm heach Co. 


c/o Clergy Department 
424 East Fourth Street 
Cincinnati 2, Ohio 


PEN ayn 
XA _ cusnions 
Distinctive Products 
of Science and Skill 
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to Wear... No 
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Price and Recom- 
mendations on 
Pat’d Request 


Manufacturers of Kneeling Cushions 
Since 1939 


BEN J. SMITH 


MFG. & SUPPLY COMPANY 


LINDBERGH BLVD. AT CONWAY RD. 
ST. LOUIS 24, MISSOURI 
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EDITORIAL | 





On Clerical Ambition 


—_— a small group of priests were in conversation. Said one: 

“Well, I see nothing wrong with aspiring to rise on the ecclesiastical ladder, 
After all, didn’t St. Paul say ‘Qui Episcopatum desiderat, bonum opus desiderat’?” 
He went on to explain that some of the finest younger priests he knew had 
hinted to him that they had their vision fixed on high leadership. 

The speaker was thereupon reminded of the words of St. Bernard concerning 
a cleric: “If he be a deacon, he must be a provost, and then an archdeacon. To 
all of which, of course, he prefers the episcopate. And once a bishop, he must 
be an archbishop. Arrived at this eminence, I do not know what he still dreams 
about.” But to this the speaker replied that St. Bernard was railing against 
selfish and vain striving for honors; that the saint did not intend to excoriate all 
ecclesiastical ambition. 

We'd agree with this. If a priest has talent and a solid sacerdotal spirit; if 
he has proved his ability by priestly achievement, why should he not wish for I 
higher posts that will afford him opportunity to develop his gifts and to widen the 
scope of his service—if such be God’s will? To this might be objected: “But a 


self-satisfied person like that is lacking a most basic quality—humility.” That an- Nc 
swer can be off the beam on two points. First, the desire to achieve advancement arc 
in one’s vocation isn’t the same thing as self-satisfaction; second, it is only the Wi 
inordinate appetite for one’s own excellence which constitutes the vice of pride. : 
All of us can be just as aware of our shortcomings as we are of our good qualities, | pas 
and if we didn’t have a fair measure of the latter, by God’s grace, we should never -_ 
be priests anyhow. 
“Hitch your wagon to a star” can be a most useful aphorism. If a man aims — 
high and labors (with purity of intention) toward lofty goals, he will avoid ral 
slackness, indolence, and that “devil may care” mediocrity that mars too many refi 
potentially effe ctual people. We suspect that a rather sizable amount of clerical | suc 
insouciance parades under the banner of humility. * ine 
A priest who is not afraid to say to himself: “It is possible, by God's I 
providence, that I may go high in His Church, and Il try to live as a future the 
bishop,” is hardly going to settle for fuzzy standards in personal zeal, dedication, | <5, 
and behavior. And if he has faith in the goodness and wis- om 

dom of God, he will not sulk if his efforts actually go unrecog- 


— 


nized by others. Nor will he, if he rises to dignities in the 
Church, become puffed up over his role. He will reflect that SIV 
true worth lies in employing his distinction and honor ad 
majorem Dei gloriam, and that whoever works for what men 
can give is, in the final analysis, working for a lost cause. 
AIDAN M. CARR, O.F.M.Conv. 

Associate Editor 
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NEED INCREASED 











Let Foley Associates help you achteve it 


Nothing succeeds like success. The 
growing acceptance of our Increased 
Weekly Income Plan is a reflection of 
pastoral confidence in our proven 
methods of fund-raising. 

Our success through the years, 
exclusively in Catholic capital fund- 
raising campaigns, is now being 
refreshingly mirrored by our equal 
success in increasing the weekly 
income of numerous parishes. 

In many cases we have doubled 
the ordinary Sunday offering; in 
some, tripled it. And the new amounts 
are not just momentary spurts that 
soon lose their steam. The increased 
giving continues on the high plateau 
attained. 


The prime reason for this happy 
condition is Foley’s Follow-Up Plan, 
which eliminates concern over con- 
tribution defection. 


These two case histories are 
typical of recent successes: at St. 
Joseph’s Parish, Oswego, N. Y., 
ordinary income was increased 
from $700 a week to more than 
$1,400, and at St. Gregory the 
Great, Milwaukee, from $1,900 
weekly to more than $3,700. 


Won’t you let us tell you all about 
it? Whatever your fund-raising prob- 
lem, we can help. Call collect or 
write Dept. H5, Foley Associates, 35 
Chestnut St., Rochester 4, N. Y. 
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by % the usual 
of Sanctuary Light 
acements 


Now, a Sanctolite that burns 
twice as long . . . that conforms 
to the strict letter and spirit of 
Canon 1271 .. . yet actually 
costs you less per year than lights 
which only approach the opti- 
mum composition me in 
the Canon. 

This new 14-Day Lux Domini 
Sanctolite is made of the finest 
quality pure olive oil and selec- 
ted, tested grades of 100% pure 

beeswax. It gives a_ steady, 

»smokeless, highly-visible light for 

© fourteen full days . . . is easily 
~eplaced and lighted. 

The bottle-shaped container— 
designed to fit all Will & Baumer 
dome-style Sanctuary lamps — 
preserves the original purity and 
quality of the wax and oil from 
all contamination or deteriora- 
tion, even during long storage. es at cake 
Each container is sealed at the tone sauteatn 
factory and carries a positive provides protec- 

«identification and guarantee of ee Ser 
tf brical content. 


PR. pcs. to case $25.65 cs. 
ayes (full year’s supply) $76.95 


DLE CO., INC. « 
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